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HERE: eme to be no. Need of any other 

Apology for reprinting the Follnwing ng Diſ- 
courſes here at London, than to let the 
| Readers know that it vas at the Defire of 


bo who greatly value this little Book for the {mpor- 
Trance of the Doctrines contained in it: For though 
many excellent Treatiſes have been ſet forth on theſe 
Subjects of Regeneration and Adoption, yet as the 


Oppoſition to the former is carried on with as much 


er more Violence than ever, by the carnal R eaſoners 
af this Age, fo there is as great Need as ever to be 


mportunate about maintaining the Doerine of the 


0 abſolute Neceſſity of being born again of Water and of 
the Spirit, as the Scriptures themſelves: da evidences 
John iii. 5. For ſo great is the Prejudice to. the 


Scripture Acciunt of Regeneration, that ſeveral dig. 


' . nified Doctors have been at much Pains of late to mate 
the World believe that Regeneration confifts only in 
dedicating, ſprinkling, or plunging the Ho in Wa- 

ter at Baptiſm, as if that were ſufficient alone io convert 


_ @ Soul. d if theſe great 22 F du Iftael . 


have no: higher Notions of Regeneration than his, : 


it is not to be wondered at if their Followers: continue 
10 be as ignorant as Nicodemus gras oh 


1 | "bg . 


V 
But all thoſe who have been taught by the Spirit of 5 
God, and have felt the Power of regenerating Gracc 
min their own Souls, when they read this Diſcourſe, 

will preſently percetve that the Author ſpeaks like one 
in Earneſt, and knew what he affirms. Re 2s 


* * 


As to the other Diſcourſe on Adoption, it is ful! 
" of fweet Conſolation to the Heirs of Promiſe, but will 
not reliſh with any others. „ ; 5 
O with what vebement Expoſtulation does pur Au. 
thor ſet forth the Miſeries of the Unregenerate, and how: 
_ beautifully the Privileges of Adoption, he himſelf bav- 
ing taſted both, as the Reader will ſee in the ſhort 
Sketch which his Brother hath here given us of his 
—. - e 
75 Churches of Chrift, particularly in thoſe Parts 
"where he lived, bad great Reaſon to lament their 
Lofs in his Death; but -as the great Lord of the 
Harveſt is never at a liſs to find out and qualify 
Paſtors and Teachers, as Inſtruments in his Hand 
of bringing in and building up the Number of his 
Choſen; ſo, in particular, that Part of America is 
' Bleſſed by the Miniſtry of the holy and pious Father 
and Brethren of this deceaſed Author, the Reverend 
Meſſrs. Tennents, who continue burning and ſhining 
Lights in theſe Parts, as may be ſeen by the Reve- 
rend Mr. Whitefield's Journals and Letters, whers 
very uncommon Characters are given them for Pity 
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PD Pa ARDON: me, imc 3 if nat 
vithſtanding the nearneſs of my rela- 
tion to the author of the following ſer- 
mons, for the honour of the moſt high 
DO ety God, and the glory of his free grace, I 
do bis memory the juſtice, and the world the ſervice, 
I mean ſuch as were not perſonally acquainted with 
im) as to attempt, without the paint of flattery, a 
modeſt deſcription of his real charger. 2 
I am aware, that relatives are apt to be ſuſpected 
of partiality, in the relations they give of thoſe they 
are bound to by the ties of nature; becauſe through 
the ſtrength of their natural affection, their judg- 
ment is apt to be hiaſſed, and their biaſſed judg> + 
ment as apt to miſguide their tongue, or pen, into 
hyperbolical miſtakes in their narratives. 
I freely confeſs. there is ſome reaſon for this ſu⸗ 
ſpicion. in the general; but is it not poſlible for a 
relative to get his mind freed from thoſe partial bi- 
affes, ſo as to obſerve plain matters of fact, with mo- 
| deftly and impartiality ? Or. muſt their reaſon. and 
ſenſes be rendred wholly and inyiolably uſeleſs, in 
ſuch matters as concern thoſe they are related to? 
Sure I am, they have an advantage above ſtrangers 
in this, that they can with more eaſe inſpect into 
the ſecret.and more retired paſſages of their relations 
lives, not to ſay that it 9 the practice of ſome 


great 


* 


1 The PREFACE, 
great men oF whoſe example thoſe of a meaner order 


are apt to follow pro viribus) to favour the world 
with-an-account of their relations lives and chara- 


cters; whoſe names, if it were needful, 1 could | 


mention. 

Iconfeſs I am unequal to the taſk I am engaging 
in, but a regard to God's honour, and the mo f 
mankind, invite me to attempt it. 

Once more, to remove the Rr ſuſpicion, 1 

can with the utmoſt ſalemnity aſſure the reader, t bas 

what I ſhall offer, ſhall be much below wha 
might i in juſtice aſſert, But to proceed. 

_ © "The reverend author of the following ſermons 
was bleſſed by God (from whom every good dona- 
tion flows) with a quickneſs of 4 jon, copi - 

ouſneſs of fancy, and fluency of expreſſion, As to 

acquired parts, he made no contemptible progre/s in 
the knowledge of the learned languages; as alſo in 
philoſophical and theological ſtudies, conſidering 

His years and opportunities; which thoſe reverend 

gentlemen, before. whom he paſt his trials, gave ho- 

nourable teſtimony to, by ſuch an approbation of 
his public performances, as was ſuited to his diſtin« 
guiſhed merit. But particularly, he excelled in the 
polemical and 12 iftical parts of divinity : he was 
well known to be à keen diſputant, and an expert 
caſuift. But that which crowned his other attain- 
ments, and made them appear with beaury and lu- 
ſtre in the eyes of all judicious beholders, was his 
undiſguiſed and eminent chriſtianity. Tt pleaſed 
the God of all grace, ſome confiderable time Fells 
his entrance into the public miniſtry, to work a ſpe- 
cial work of his pure grace in his heart, which in 
concurrence with his peculiar natural and acquired 
_ endowments, rendred him a prepared and poliſhed 


Haft for the miniſterial work, Give me leave, Can» 


did reader, to relate a few paſſages concerning the 
manner of his conper/ion"to God, His 


* 
a. 
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ls conviction of fin, and the ſtate of danger and 
miſery he was brouglit into by it, was the moſt vio- 
tent in degree of any that ever I ſaw. For feveral 
days and nights together, he was made to cry out 


nin a moſt dolorous and affecting manner, almoſt e- 


very moment: the words that he frequently uſeũ 
l in his ſoul-agony were theſe, O my poor ſout ! 0 my 
= bloody 5 foul ! What fhall I do ? Have mercy upon 
nie, O God, for Chrif”s ſake! Sometimes he was 
brought to the very brink of deſpair, and would 


conclude, ſurely God would never have mercy u- 


pon ſuch a great ſinner as he was; and yet in the 


mean time, ob/erve reader, that his life was unſtain- 


ed with thoſe ſcandalous extravagancies, which too 
many (alas for it!) in the bloom of their youth are 
enſnared by. His natural predominant was the fin 
of paſſion, or raſh anger, and the worſt I ever knew 
him guilty of was fome indecent hearts this way 5 
which afterwards he was exceedingly humbled fr. 
and watchful againſt. His paſſionateneſs coft him 
many a deep /ob, heavy groan, and falt tear; and 
after it pleaſed the bleffed God to confer his free 
grace upon him, he was remarkably altered in this 
particular, and gained in a great meaſure the aſcen- 

dant over it. Now, reader, conſidering that the 
manner of his life before his converſion was ſuch, 
as to be free from groſs enormities, the depth of his 
aiftreſs under his conviction, and that in young years, 
is the more remarkable, and ſerves to confute that 
# vain notion of fome carnal people, that if perſons 
have not been profane in their lives, then they 
fay there is no need of deep convictions and great 


anguiſh of ſoul, in order to a true cloſure with Chriſt. 
Indeed his diſtreſs was ſuch as forced him to mae 
an open confeſſion of his fin to almoſt all that came 
near him; as. alſo to beg their prayers at God's 
throne in his behalf, And this he did in ſuch a pi- 
. teous 
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teous.manner, with ſuch a dejected frighted coun- 


tenance, like that of a man going to be put upon a 


rack, or gibbet, or having his head upon a block in 
order to be chopp'd off; and with ſuch dolorous 
groans, and vehement importunity, did he implore 
pops for relief and pardon, that,even ſome ſtran= 
gers who came to ſeehim were much affected there 
with, the tears trickling down their cheeks like Hail. 
At the beginning of his conuiction, I endeavoured 
to heighten it, by repreſenting to him the particu- 
lar and heinous aggravations of thoſe fins I knew or 


ſuſpected him to be guilty of, in a dreſs of horror, 


left his conviction ſhould lan gie, and he relapſe in- 
to a dangerous /zcurity. Bit when I perceived that 
it increaſed to a great degree, and was attended wit! 
yehement Janging after Chriſt, and a willingneſs to 
rſake all for him, I altered the former method, 
J think I had ſufficient, evidence of the depth of 


| i humiliation and firength of his defire after Chriſt, 


in the following :n/ances, and many others that 
might be mentioned, did J not deſign WET: is He 
profeſs d, with an agony of paſſion, that 


& willing to bear the tormients of hell, if ie he 2 


might but get a ſight of Chriſt, and intergſt in 


7 him. He earneſtly and frequently begg d of 


God, * that he would humble him to the duff, 
yea, below the duſt. 
One morning abqut the break of day, ater great 
wreſtling through the night and day preceeding, he 
ook occaſion from the time of day to ſpeak as ſur- 
priſingly, as ever I heard any mortal, about the 
zorning-/ſtar ; longing and praying, that the 


_ © blefled Jeſus, the true, che bright, the beau» 
e tiful morning-/lar, who had introduced the light 


and the day into a dart gvorld, would appear in 

« mercy to his poor. diſtreſſed foul. And thus 

be improyed the time about the un 8 riſing, e 
s that 


e PREFACE. * 
« that the ſun of righteouſneſs would ſhine upon 
„ his diſconſolate, dejefted, wretched ſoul with 
= © beams of mercy and falvation.” And thus he 
improved many other occarrences, every of which 
were they here mentioned, would ſwell this paper 
to too large a bu/F. But to be brief, his heart 
ſeemed to be fick, fore fick, with panting after 
Chr:fl, ready to burſt in pieces. I have, (glory to 
God) through the riches of free grace, been honor- 
ed with the ſight of many a convinced ſinner, but 
never did I behold, beſides himſelf, any in ſuch a 
rack of acute and continued anguiſh, under the diſ- 
. mal apprehenfions of a holy, jaſt, jealons, and pro- 
voked deity, impending ruin and endleſs mi/ery. 
No when I perceived ſuch plain /igns of a deep 
conviction, great humiliation, and earneſt deſire, I 
altered the former method, as I hinted before, and 
offered all the encouraging ſupports I could gather 
from every promiſſory part of the ſacred ſcriptures, 
that I thought related to his caſe, that I might mi- 
Hlſter confort to his fick ſoul, but in vain. Some- 
times after having offered a promiflory 7ripture, 
and laboured to perſuade him that he had an inte- 
reſt in it, becauſe the conditions on which the pro- 
- miſed: bleſſings were ſuſpended, were wrought in 
Him; this would ſometimes have ſo mach influence 
upon him, that it would prevent his crying out for 
a few minutes, (juſt like a man drowning in trou- 
bled waters, a ſmall tig may ſupport for a few mo- 
ments, but the next /arge that comes will beat him 
off) and then immediately the torrent of his grief 
would break forth in the moſt doleful accents; com- 
plaining, that neither that, nor any other pro- 
* miſe in the whole boot of God belonged to him; 
c that the conditions annexed to them were not 
-< wrought in him. The truth is, his wound 
was ſo deep, that none but God's own arm could 
ns 6 1 
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heal it. But it pleaſed the Almighty, after four i 
days and four nights.enduring the utmoſt: agony aß 
foul di/ireſ5, in which ſpace he cried out almoſt e- 
very moment, after the manner before deſcribed, 
to make his.conſolations as 1 8 
as his convietions had been. But by the way, al, 
ſerve. reader, that for ſome time before. it pleaſed 
the Almighty to ſhed abroad the beams of mercy and 
love into his foul, he was much exerciſed with ſorp 
rowful and piercing reflexions upon his conceiveg 
Hypocriſy. : he: judged. and.condemned. himſelf to 
bela phariſee, a hypocrite, for crying out as he had 
done; and yet the biting of his conſcience, the 
ſharpneſs of his inward pain, and weight of his grief 
was ſuch, that he could not prevent it, therefore 
he would have all people out of the room, that he 
* pray and mourn alone. 1 
One morning when I went in to ſee him, I per- 
ceived a great alteration in his countenance: he 
that about an hour before looked like a condemn- 
ed man, going to be put to ſome cruel death, loæ- 
ed upon me with a chearful gladſome countenance, 
( (fo as if a perſon oppreſt with poverty had the moſt 
valuable diadems and opulent kingdoms the earth 
affords or contains, conferred upon him, would look) 
and ſpoke to me in theſe words: O brother, 
< the Lord Feſus has come in mercy to my ſoul, : 
<c I, was, begging for a crumb of mercy, with the 
<< dogs, and Chriſi has told me he would give mea 
« crumb.” Then he deſired me to thank God by 
prayer, which I did more than once. He alſo re- 
queſted me to praiſe God by ſinging part of a p/alm, 
which I comply'd with, and ſung the tbirty fourth. 
And was it not ſtrange and ſurpriſing, reader, to hear 
this perſon, of whom I have been treating, ſinging 


the praiſes of God with more joy, energy and clear- . 


neſs, than any of the ſpectatorꝶ, who crowded in vw 
as es. ores: I 


LY 
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pon ſo extraordinary and ſolemn an ocrafion, eſpe» 
cially conſidering the time when this happened, 


viz, between ten and eleven of the clock in the 


forenoon, and that about three of the clock the 


2 orning he was ſpeechleſs for ſome minutes, 


and in the judgment of all the ſpectators, expiring 
in the pangs of death, Vea, the conſolations of 
God had ſuch a mighty influence upon him, that 
about an hour or two after, he went thirty two roods 
upon hisown feet, with but a very little help, to ſee his 


| # brother, the reverend Mr. Milliam Tennent, who 


was then extremely ſick, nigh unto death, deem'd 


1 by the moſt paſt all human probability of recovery: 


for he ſaid, he muſt ſee his brother, in order to 
<< tell him what God had done for his ſoul; that 


= © he might praiſe God upon his account, before 
„ he died. And indeed when he came to the 


upper room, where his brother lay, (who is yet f 


X through mercy alive, and who has been, and is like 
to be further ſerviceable to advance the 4ingdom of 


= oft in the hearts of ſinners) I having him by one 


nd. and Mr. Court Jan Varbes by the other, he 
had almoſt ſprung out of our hands when he came 
near the head of the ſtairs, the joy of God became {0 
his /trength and ſong. When he came. to his ro- 
ther, he addreſſed himſelf in theſe words, O bro- 
* ther | the Lord has looked in pity upon my ſoul: 
c let the heavens, earth and ſea, and all that in 


verſation was altered. He had many after-/zalings 
of God's covenant-lave, but- in the zntervals was 
frequently dejected, and Yiſtreſſed. with doubtful 
thoughts about his Hate. Don't 3 


= 
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| young and old, which is for a lamentation | 
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that 1 ſhould relate what affecting e og theſe 


extraoxdinary dccurrences had upon the hearers and 
ſpettators ? uy one particular I muſt riot rage 
with a vail of file 


nee, ix. that a certain perſon o 
diſtinction, who in reſpect of practical religion, was 


but Galeo- like, being preſent when my reverend 


brother received theſe con/olations mention'd, was 
forced to confeſs, that the fight of theſe things | 


cr vyas enough to convince an atheiſt of the reality | 


* of religion. 

But to proceed, after theſe fatisfactory diſcove- 
ries of the love of God in Jeſus, he became a con. 
ſcientious performer of the duties of religion, both 


| negative, poſitive and relative, He'was cautious 


in avoiding all incentives to vice, as being ſenſible 
of his own weakneſs, and the-force of temptations, 

He was painful in the performance of ſuch du- 
ties eſpecially as were moſt contrary to nature's eaſe, 
ſuch as eonſtant ret devotion, and frequent faſt- 
ing; the laſt of which is almoſt wholly neglected 
by the greateſt part of the preſent generation, both 


1 | « 


He was a tender-hearted, kind and courteous re- 
lative ; of a very ſympathetic ſpirit, and particu= 
larly his dutiful reſpects to his reverend and aged 


father, his honored apd affectionate mother, (of 


whoſe early kindneffes he ſtill retained a grateful 
ſenſe) merits honourable mention and chearful imi- 


ation. His great ſoul diſdained any thing that was 


mean and trivial, and inclined him to the moſt no- 
ble and generous actions that were within the verge 
of his power. But not to infiſt here, 1 
I proceed to confider his attainments in the chri- 
ſtian graces or virtues, Now there are theſe three, 
VIE. humility, love to Chriſt, and zeal for his king- 
dom, i in which it pleaſed God to give him conſide- 
Table advances, each of ads I ſhall ſpeak a little 
of, . Fs | I. He 
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I. He was wont to expreſs himſelf in the moſt 


abaſing rains, via. that he thought himſelf one 


1 he earneſtly, upon his dying bed, dgſired 


“ of the worſt of creatures ever the creation bore. 
Give me leave to mention but a few inſtances of 
his humility and modefly. 
Was not this a remarkable evidence of the a- 
baſing ſenſe he had of his own 3 — 
is rela- 


tions, „ to forbear any funeral-encomiums upon him 
„ when he was gore ; for, he aſſerted with ſome 


«. degree of paſſion, that he deſerved none. But 


this was an inſtance of his modefly and humili- 


ty, yet we cannot but think, that we ſhould obey 
God rather than man, by labouring to convey the 
| memoirs of God's peculiar goodneſs, exprefled to his 


= /ervant, to the lateſt pofferity. - 


Another in/flance was this: when he was admit- 
ted to the miniſterial ice, in his private ſtudies he 
often took the bible in his hand, and walked up and 


F down the room weeping and mourning over it; be- 


cauſe, altho? there was ſuch a treaſury of precious 
truths contained in that bleſſed boo, that he un- 
derſtood ſo little (as he thought) of them. A ſenſe 
of the greatneſs of the miniſterial work, and of his 
own ignorance and unfitneſs for it, (as he conceived) 
was often a very oppreſſive burden to his firits. 
Again, It was long, even after it pleaſed God to 
ſucceed his /abours, before he could be perſuaded to 
believe that the ſovereign Majeſty of heaven would 
bleſs the endeavours of a per ſon every way ſo mean 
and unworthy as he reckoned himſelf to be: and 
therefore when reports were brought to him of per- 
bons convinced by his /ermons, he could not think 
for a time that they were real and ſpecial, until 
further matter of conviction was offered him, by a 
arzety of bright and unconteſtable evidences. 
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As to his love to the Lord Jeſus, tis neceſſary I ſ 
ſhould offer one word. It may be afferted with i 
truth and juſtice, that he had an affefionate = on 
to the ting of ſaints, which he expreſs'd to the ſur- 
prize and ſatisfaction of ſuch deyout ſouls, who 
”_ the advantage of hearing his gloguent and ear- 
eft-prayers. Chriſt and him crucified was the mark 
of his Pur fuits, the ſacred centre to which the va- 
— — lines of his life run, with a delightful prone- 
neſs, and in which they terminated. Chrift was 
the object both of his ſupreme love, and higheſt ad- 
miration ; of him he would often ſpeak in the rhe- 
thorical and rapturous firains of love-language ; u- 
pon this moſt excellent, precious and delightful 
futje#, his tongue was ſometimes as the pen ofa A rea- 
dy writer, 

He had alſo a very y flaming zeal Sr the promo< 
tion and eſtabliſhment of the Mze/tah's kingdom: it 
was often, often, his petition to God; a requeſt 
which he uſual] ly offered with much vehemence, 
namely, that it would pleaſe the gracious God to 
oi e him ferviteatle to his church in the world; 
% and that he wou'd not ſuffer him to live only to 
tc devour the alms of it, but rather remove him to 


4 himſelf, before he became uſeleſs and unprofita« 
e ble. Which requeſt. the Almighty granted : 


for he was carried off in a throng of Fete and fc. 5 
ceſe, when his heart was much ſet upon the work 
of God, and his people's love upon him. 

If we conſider him in his public choraer : it 
pleas'd that God, in whoſe hands the hearts of all 
men are, and who can turn them, as he does the 

Areams of water in the fouth, to ſtir up in him ear- 
neſt longings after the /ervice of God and his church 
in the miniſterial office ; a flation which the /oun- 
tuin of gifts and Father of ſpirits had in a peculiar 
manner * him * a ſtation in which he 

thought 


3 


fucceſs. 
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thought he might more eminently dedizat# and d. ; 
vote all his parts and powers to the glorious God, in 
labouring to illuſtrate his honour, and advance his 
people's intereſt. With theſe deſires and deſigns, 
after having paſt the uſual trials with uncommon 
approbation, he came into the miniſtry: in which 
he laboured as a workman that needed not to be a= 


if armed. 


His miniſterial adminiſtrations were attended with 


three notable qualities, viz, prudence, pains, and 
He bekav'd himſelf in all reſpects, with ſach de- 
cent caution, but yet attended with ſuch chriſtian 


Fllainneſi and manly boldneſß, that thoſe of his peo- 


ple who lov'd him not (tho? indeed there were but 
few ſuch} frard him, 8 

As to his pains in the mini terial wort, the truth 
is, his labour was great, tho his time was ſhort; his 
race was ſwift and vehement, His heart was ſo fix d 
upon the work of God, that there was no perſuad- 
ing him to deſiſt in the progre/5 of his public la- 
Bourg, even then when his body was much emaciated 
and weakned by a conſiumptive illneſs, when it was 
judg'd by ſkilful Pphyſiclans very prejudicial to his 
broken and languiſbing conſtitution. He often preachd 
to his dear people, while he was under the power and 


inſueneo of a burning ſever Which plainly ſhew d 


the fame and fervor of his zeal, and that he had 
but little regard to his body, compar'd with the pre- 
cious ſouls of men, for whom he was willing to 

In his public diſcourſes, not to mention the juff- 
neſs of his method, beauty of ſtile, and fluency of expreſ= 
fon, by which he chain'd his not unwilling hearers 
to his lips; he was very awakning and terrible (to 
unbelievers) in denouncing and deſeribing, with 
the moſt vehement patbos and awful ſolemnity, the 


— 
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terrors of an offended deity, the threats of a broken 
taw, the miſeries of a ſinful fate : and this /ubjec?, 
in the courſe of his mini/try, he inſiſted much u- 
pon, becauſe he found it by experience, (with ma- 
ny others) the moſt effectual and ſucceſsful mean to 
9 boi ſecure ſinners. And obſerve, reader, he us'd 
acloſe, diſtinguiſhing and detecting method in the ap- 
plication of his ſermons, which with his pungent mode 
of expreſſion, was very piercing and ſolemn : but as 
Dr. Fatts obſerves in his funeral elegy upon Mr. 
_ Gouge, ſo I may truly fay of him, that he Knew 
ce the pity of Emmasuel's heart as well as the terror 
tec of Fehovab's hand. He was as tender and com- 
paſſionate in his adare//es to gracious fouls, as he was 
_ ewful and awakening to others; he knew as well 
how to. open and apply the goſpel balſam to ſict 
_ fouls, as to brandiſh and apply the /aw's lancet to 
the /ecure ; and he was as willing to do the one, as 
the other. But indeed he was very cautious of 
miſapplying the different portions of the word to 
his hearers, or of ſetting before them only a com- 
mon mefs, {as the manner of ſome is) and leaving 
it to them to dividꝭ it among themſelves, as their 
fancy and humoun directed them: for he knew well 
that that was the bane of preaching. * © 


* 


Once more, He was a very ſucteſiſul miniſter. 


— 


When he was under trials in order to the miniſtry, 


he was much exercisd with doubts, difficulties and 
diſtreſſes, about his call to that great and awful 
zruft but it pleaſed the good. God to diſſipate theſe 
clouds, and afford to his perplexed anxious mind, 
abundant /ar:5faz7197: reſpecting this matter, by the 
numerous /ea/s which crown'd his public labours e 
(for, as famous Rutherford obſerves, it is not pro- 
_ <* bable that God will ſeal a blank.) So that it 

may. be truly faid of him, that he gained more poor 
fnners to Chriſt in that little compaſs of 9755 


* 


e 


ene of action. 
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which he had to improve in the miniſterial zwort, 
which was but about three years and an half, than 
many in the ſpace of twenty, thirty, forty, or fifty 
years. Many ſouls have, and will have, reaſon to 
bleſs God to eternity, that ever they ſaw him. 
But tho' he was thus honour'd with the ſniles of 
Heaven upon his /abours, with the kind regards of a 
= loving and generous people, who, had it been poſſible, 

= could have pluck*d out their eyes and given them to him, 
Gal. iv. 15. a people, who ſhew'd as much reſpect- 
ful-regard and /ympathy as ever any before them did 
to a miniſter; yet was he far from being exalted in 
his own mind, but through grace {till retained a 
38 juſt, - grateful, and humble ſenſe of God's diſtin- 
gniſhing goodre/5, and his own unworthineſs, © 
But I muſt haſten to conſider the melancholy 

X concluding period of this laborious and ſucceſsful 


As he drew nearer to his end, his love to, and 


concern for, his people encreas d: he would often 


expreſs himſelf to his brather, with many tears, in 
theſe words, T am griev'd for my poor people; 
for J ü fear they will be left to wander, as ſheep 
«© without a /hepherd, or get one that will pull 
% down what I have poorly endeavoured to build 
'« up. Yea, his brother (who lay by him) has 
frequently overheard him, in the deep fence of the 
3 night, wre/ling with God by prayer, with ſobs and 
tears, (as he underſtood) for his people, even then 
when fo reduc'd by the conſumption, that he could 
ſcarce walk alone; the waſting pains ofwhich ling- 
ring and tedious diſtemper he bore with unbroken. 
patience and 1 lent ſubmiſſion to his father's pleaſure, 
until it pleaſed God to open a door of eſcape to his 


7 
e 
captive ſoul, through the ruins of his decay d frame. 
On Saturday evening, the laſt evening of his life, 
ke was ſeiz d with a violent pang of death, which 


— a 
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was thought by the ſtanders-by to be his laſt : of 
which unexpectedly reviving, and obſerving a di/- 
order among them, he addreſs'd one of them thus, 
whom he ſaw uncommonly affected, with a chear- 
ful countenance : © I would not have you think 
the worſe of the ways of holineſs, becauſe. you 
« ke me in ſuch agonies of diſtreſs ; for I know 
6c. there is a crown of 9525 in heaven for me, which 
« T ſhall ſhortly w Afterwards many times 
in the night he 1 prayed in theſe words, 
Come Lord Feſus, Come Lord Feſus ! O Fefus! 
« why doſt thou linger? Sometime before day, 
_ after a little pauſe, he expreſs'd, with a humble 
confidence, the laſt words of the ſweet pſalmiſt of 
Tfrael, 2 Sam. xxiii. 17 « Although my houſe be not 
% with God, yet hath he made with me an ever- 
% laſting covenant, ordered in all things and ſure - 
& for this is all my ſalvation and all my deſire. 
About the break of day, he call'd his brother Wil- 
tam to prayer, and earneſtly deſir'd him to implore. 
heaven for his ſpeedy removal: for he ſaid he 
long d to be gone. About eight or nine of the 
clock, on the morning of the Sabbath, (the ſeaſon 
which he us'd to improve in the moſt earneſt and 
_ ed ſupplications to the divine Majeſty, for his 
ing upon the church in general, and particular 
7 for that branch of it he preſided over) it pleaſed 
his maſter to tranſlate him to that great aſſembly of 
the a, the church of the fi- born, there to cele- 
brate an eternal /abbati/m, in praiſes and ſongs of 
triumph, inſtead of his former — ful employments. 
A few minutes before he expir'd, ke broke out into 
the following rapturous expreſſion, (having hisbro- 
ther William by the hand) Farewel my brethren, 
As father and mother, farewel world, with all 
thy vain Lord weltome God and father, ꝛuel- 
« come ſweet: 4 ä 2 en death, welcome. 
oy eternity, 
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& ofernity. Amen. A little after, he only men- 
| tioned with a low voice (the ſtrength of nature be- 
ing broken) theſe words, Come Lord Feſus, 
„ come Lord Feſus /*” and fo he fell aſleep in 
Cs and obtain'd an abundant entrance into the 
_ everlaſting #ingdom of his God and /aviour, and has 
left us to mourn the lo the church of Chriſt has ſu- 
ſtain'd in general, by the diſmal g/oom of an angry 
heaven, in the removal of ſo prevailing an znterce/- 
| for, and faithful watchman, who could well ſound 
an alarm ; and his own congregation and relations 
in particular, by the abſence of ſuch a painful gaſtor, 
and paſſionate riend. What a doleful pre/age is it 
to a land, of impending, approaching calamities, 
when the great God locks up ſuch zewels in his ca- 


; | binet Iſai. Ivii. 1.. 


= He has left us to mourn our own, and the public : 
= 725, by the removal of ſuch a guide from us, and 


guard from others, in the paſſionate language of E- 


XZ /:/a over a departed Elijah, 2 Kings ix. 12, And 
Eliſba /aw it, and he cried, My father ! my father ! 
be chariots of Iſrael, and the horſomen thereof: and 
he took hold of his clothes, and rent them in two pieces. 
He is gone to the 72/7 of God, and left us behind 
him in this doleful-deſart, to travel and mourn, and 
hang our harps on willows, while he drinks the. joys 
of angels, in that ſeat of 8 pleaſure, where all 
tears are ip d away, For, ne Es 

am procul a patria maſti Babylonis ad oras, 
Numinis ad liguidas mati ſedemus aquas, 


By Babel's borders ſorrowftl'ave fit ; A, 

Far from the country. where we-love, we wait, _ 
| He has left us to mourn, but, bleſſed be God, not 
without hope, a rational and ſcriptural hope, of moet. 
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Ang in a better country, where there will be no need 


of parting any more, and where the happy inhabi- 
tants are periectly freed from ſorrow, ſtrife and / ſin 2 
A country of which a Poor Indian coul. tay, 8 


lic vera e tie hi ne fine voluptas 3 IT 
5 Gaudia & human non e Jn 


* ine} Joy 8 rnfoitaly glides ; "EP 
| There g reſt and Pleafire blooming too, befi ies,” 


Thus did this faithful fron of God Hoe and 
thus did he die. 


Sie mibi contingat vivere, f 2 mori. 


„ We let me ive, thus let me * O God / 
Du ll me triumph on the Aue rad 4 


It may by with juſtices Serra concerning 8 


that he Nd rel Aeſir d, and died much lamented, 
His funeral Hearſe was well invironed by thronging 


trouds, and well bedew'd with ornamental tributa- 


ry Er. 
The reverend OV, ingenious Mr. n of E- 


EF Tiſabeth-T; wn, compos'd the following elegy to be 
- Inferib'd on his tomb-ſtone, which is indeed a Juſt 


and genuine n of his churadter- 5 


| Here Ties that was norto! of the reverend Mr. 


JoRN FENNENITI nat. ov: Oe" 110% 
Obiit April 23. I 7, 32. a | 


Who quick grew old in Tearing. ns, r 3 


75 wick fini/h'd well, yielded to death's embrace: 
hoſe moulder'd uſt this cabinet contains; 


** 2 * aa with bright ſeraphs heli: of 


Mai- 
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Waiting the time till heaven's bright conclave ame, 
And the laſt trump repair his ruin d. frames. 


Cu prematuram morteni gucramur acerbam 8 
Mor matura venit, cum bona vita fuit. 


But I proceed to ſpeak ſomething of the follow= 
ing /ermons : and this I muſt crave leave to fay, that 
tho they are bereav'd of the author's finiſhing hand, 
which doubtleſs would have help'd them to appear 
with more brauty and luſire; yet as they ate, 
can't but hope that they will be grateful to all de- 
vout and intelligent perſons, and accepted of as 
pecimens of their author's ingenuity and piei y. 

The ſaljects treated of in them are weighty and 
momentous : © the firſt treats of regeneration, which 
is the foundation of practical religion; the /aul that 


animates it, without which it is But a dead carcaſẽ 


the Hnrer from which it rings. Secondarily, in 


this ermon you have the nature of this change plain- 


h and ſuccinctliy pen d; it's abſolute neceſſity in 
order to ſalvation unconteſtably demon ſtrated, and it's 
inſeparable characters agreeably and juſtly di play d. 
In the ſecond, you have the nature of adoption, the 
neceſlary conſequent of regeneration, with it's peculiar 
and noble privileges, ſolidly, tho? briefly, diſcuſi' d. 
I made choice of theſe ſermons, not becauſe I 
deem'd them the beſt of his compoſure, but becauſe. 
beſt ſuited to the ſubject before treated o. 
I beſeech the reader, that he would read them 
with attention and reflexion, and alk the divine di- 
rection and benediction upon his pain,: for this 
is the way in which only he has rational encourage- 
ment of meeting with ſaving good and edification. 
Courteous reader, I have added an expoſiulatory 
addreſs to, and lamentation over unconverted ſinners, 
with ſome directions to thoſe that are truly gra- 
rg e | ctous, 


% 


— at CCS . ˙». —˙— We een or — — 
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i}  eious, by way of appendix to the tet of theſe /ermorrs 
e 


11 of my brothers, partly becauſe the diſcourſe conclul- 
a: ed abruptly, and principally becaufe I wanted to ez- 


preſs a little of the thoughts, ſorrows and defires.of 
my ſoul, upon that ſo 3 and precious a ſub- 
Jed ; that T might eſſay to allure the ſinner's love, 
___ as had attempted in the firſt diſcourſe to ſtrite their 
_ - fear ; that fo by any means, if it were the good 
pleaſure of God, I might be an inſtrument in his 
Hand of gaining ſome to Chri/f, I cannot ſay I have 
eome up to the dignity and: weight of the /ubjef?, but: 
T can fay, I have deſired and attempted it. Pray, 4 
reader, be entreated to weigh the arguments in thy. 
mind impartially, and then judge if they are not ra- 
tional: and I beſeech thee to remember, for Chris 
fake, that in this world only (which is a ſtate of 
probation) there is time to work out your ſalvation 
in; the damned in hell are for ever paſt it; the 
blefled in heaven are in the perfect enjoyment of it; 
therefore call upon God while he is near, ſeek bim 
while be may be found, Iſai. lv. 6. Let not uncon- 
verted ſinners encourage themſelves in fin, becauſe. 
God delays the execution of his: juſtice; for the 
longer abuſed patience waits, the more-enflamed 
and terrible will be the execution of provoked an- 
ger at laſt, when men have filled up the meaſure of 
eir impieties, and thereby ripened themſelves for 
the /rotes of it, Gen. xv. 16. Wks ai. xlii. 
14. I have a long time holden my peace, I have been 
Still and refrained myſelf ; now will Irry like a tra- 
vailing woman,. I will. deſtroy and devour at once, 
And let not the faint think his work is over, be- 
cauſe he is converted: this is juſt as if the //7ae- 
lites, when they had paſſed. through the Red-/2a, 
had imagined. themſelves. to be got into Canaan, ; 
but they afterwards found an howling wilderneſs to 
travel through, full of dangers, difficulties and ene- 
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mies, which they muſt grapple with, before they ge 

to Canaan, and fo will you. When the” ſhip” is 
built, and rigg'd, and launched, and loaded, and be- 
ginning to move to her port, the voyage is but juſt 
begun: the mariners muſt expect to meet with 
ſtorms and hard labour before they get to their. in- 
ended harbour. Thus it is with you, my dear 
brethren: cenverſion but leads you into that narrow 
= way, in which you muſt expect travel and labour, 


time I muſt confeſs, that converſion gives you an 
38 habitual fitneſs to per form the wn and /u/tain the 
other. Beware of being enſnared by the amu/ements 

of this vain world: remember you will pay dear for - 
all /olen fiveets, Beware of forgetting your fir/tlove. 
Beware of a covetous, ſlothful, or ambitious ſpirit, 


& progreſs, if indulged. Live within ſight of your own. 
country. O] bring forth fruits for Chri/#: for what 
do you ſtand in the vineyard, but for this? what is 
the deſign of all the zvaterings of the word, and prun- 
== :2g5 of providence, but to make you fruitful ? Read 
Hai. v. Remember the dignity to which you are ad- 
vanced, and act worthy of it: you are the /ons of a 
king, diſdain and avoid baſe ſneaking actions, as un- 
| ſuitable to your '2xalted character. Haſten, haſten, 
haſten, upon the wings — py and et of love, to 
our reſt. Watch ye; fland faſt in the fk quit you 
ike men; be firang, 1 Cor. xvi. 13. I commit you t0 
God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to 
make you perfect, flablifh, ſtrengthen, ſettle you, and 
to give you an inheritance among them that are ſancti- 
Je, Acts xX. 32. 1 Pet, v. 10. and remain, 
| „Fours in the dear Lord eus. 
New. Brunſwick, | | 
== Fuly 5 _ GILBERT TENNENT. 
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W and difficulties of different kinds; but in the mean 


each of which will prove very prejudicial to your 


; F JE 8 10 mah with efronted webs, 
will deride the foregoing broken memoirs have 
A. given of my brother's conver/ion and character, 
it being natural for the /ors of pride to laug bat that 
which through their Mindneſ and blocki/h 7, ignorance” 
they can't, or through their malice and prejudice a- | 
gainſt God and religion, they won't underſtand ; } 
remember that by your. woffs, you mate your own f 
bonds ani fetters firong, Wai. xxviii. 22. You can- 
not by your virulence hurt the venerable dead : he 
is got beyond the reach of your rage; and as for 
mp5 ſelf; I ook upon your groundleſs and envenom'd 
unmnes among my greateſt honours : but if ye 
deſire a further anfwer, take it in the words * Dr, 
War vs, in one of his lyric poems © 3 4 


Ms & Laugh, ye prophane, ad fovell, an ir, 4. 5 
+... with bold impiety : N "Do 
Fit ye ball live for ever curſt, 0 
e ab he in vain e 


ep 


4. dnn i Jo 750 3 and (aid unto 
bim, Verih, verily, I ſay uno thee, Ex-. 


cept a man be born again, he. cannot ſee 
_ The poet a 4 1 wt 


- 


. HESE wands: are part 99 2 re- 
a markable dialogue between Chriſt 
* „ j and Njzogemus. ; 5 in which Nico- 


d 
Ye demus his fear, ignorance, , and 
Ir. | ' willingneſs to be taught, are 


principally bewrayed, He was 
gone of the Phariſees," as we are 
== informed from the firſt ver/z.of 
this e who in general were ſtated enemies a. 
gainſt Chriſt and his goſpel ; theſe Phariſees were 
proud ſeparatiſts, who upon the opinion of Few 
own righteouſneſs deſpiſed all others. | 
| As to his ſtation, he was a ruler, as the wed 
e ſignifies. This man being in a high and 
eminent ſtation, through fear of incurring the an- 
ger or diſpleaſure of the Feun/h anbedrim, by open- 
ly profeſſing Chriſt, came to him by night, v. 2. 
Thus we ſee what clogs, hindrances, and impedi- 
| ments, honour, grandeur, and greatneſs are in the 
| way of the profeſſion and practice of truth and ho- 
lineſs. Yet it is evident from the words of Mes- 


Aemus in the ſecond verſe, notwithſtanding his fears 


_ - 
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7 8 openly the truth of Chriſt's miſſion; 
from the Father, that he had a well-grounded per- 
ſuaſion of it, from the miracles the bleſſed Jeſus had 
wrought : Rabbi, we ino that thou art a teacher 
come from God : for no man can do thoſe miracles that 
© thou dbeſt, except God be with him, But certainly 
It is of vaſt conſequence and importance, that the 
groſs ignorance and ſtrange ſtupidity of this learned 
man, a teacher in 7#ael, concerning the vital part 
of piety, ------ are fo perſpicuouſly detected in our 
text and context: Burg anſwered, and ſaid unto 
Him, Verily . Tn the words are three things 
remarkable, 1. A Propofition. 2, An Aﬀeveras 
tion, * > The implicit occaſion of them bot. 
he. propoſition, in--theſe words, Except a 
85 ze born again, he cannot ſee the kingdom of Gt, 
In it there be two things, (1.) The ſubject, a nan. 
(2.) The e or that which is ſpoken. cc] 
| cerning the ſubject, be born again. 

(J.] As to * ſubjeCt, a man, This inge brite 
edlen (the matter ſo requiring as the preſent 
caſe is) is equipollent, or equivalent, to an univerſal. 
It is as much as if lie had faid, every man, of what- 
ſoever order, or character, or age, or nation, great 
or ſmall, rich or poor, noble or ignoble, learned or 
unlearned, young or old, 95 or gentile, bond or- 
free, male or female, muſt be born 9 or they | 
can not ſee the kingdom of God, Gal. vi. 15. Heb, 
555 14. 1 Pet. i. 23. 2 Fohn „ 13 7 1 ili. Q 

I John ii. 29. --=--- lil. 9. | 

(2.) The predicate ; which 3 ble treats 

of two things, viz. [1.] Of happineſs, under that 
term, the kingdom of God, [2.] The qualifica- 
tion univerſally neceſſary to obtain it, which is, 
being born again, toy jan Tic Nn Si ahl. The 
Greek word an is generally rendred /uperne, 
from above; but the tenor of our context, e- 
pe cially 
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* Regeneration opened. 23 
| fpecially Nicodemus his anſwer to Chriſt, how can a 
| man enter the ſecond time ? v. 4. ſufficiently 
proves that it ſignifies as much here as #«vngy Or 
1 again, „ Owvarai id et wy PaCinaar my Sev, he (ane 
not ſee the kingdom of God: by ſeeing here I 
8 underſtand Paſeing, according to that phraſe of the 
Romans, hereditatem cernere, A proof of this we 
have in our Lord's ſermon on the mount, Marth. 
v. 8. Bleſſed are the pure in heart : for they ſhall fee 
Ws God, i. e. they ſhall ſee him to their comfort; ſee 
him fo as to enjoy him; /e him as a friend and fa- 
ther; and po/2/5 him as a fatisfying portion. Can- 
not, an unregenerate man is under a threefold im- 
IE potency, in regard of theenjoyment of God's k1ngdom.- 
(.. Natural: he muſt take this kingdom by 


main force, out of the hands of a juſt and infinite 
- RE God, if he gets it at all, while he remains in this 


ſtate. Now what power has a guilty worm to do 
this, who/e foundation is in the duſt, and wha is 
cruſbed 3 e 
= (2. Moral: he is a ſubject utterly unqualified 
for the pure pleaſures that 4ingdom affords, being 
univerſally corrupt, and ſubject to the government 
JJ .- | 1 
(3. Judicial: he is difſeiz'd of, and ſeparated from 
this inheritance, by the ſentence of Chriſt the judge 
of quick and dead; which no power in heaven or 
earth can reverſe : for he that liveth and tas dead car- 
ries the keys of hell and death at his girdle, Rev. i. 18. 
| An unregenerate perſon, as ſuch, neither can, nor 
all, /ee the kingdom of heaven, fo as to inherit it, if 
there be power enough in God and Chriſt to keep 
him out; for this Chr:/? gives his word in pawn, 
which he will ſurely accompliſh. Now there is a 


> threefold #ingdom made mention of in the holy 
criptures. ' 
„) A kingdom of God's providence, eftabliſh'd 
= = 5 upon 


= 
5 
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upon the * of God's uncontroulable power, and 
unſearchable wiſdom, 1 Chron. xxix. 11. Jacob's 
God has the teins of goverment on his ſhoulders ; 
15 wields the eternal Kepter, and fits at the facred 
ein. 
13 he kingdom of God's grace in the church, 3 
built upon Chriſi the golden e. undation, the chief 


corner-ſtone. his kingdom is given to the Branch i 
5 the Father, as the inſpired evangeliſt teſti» W 
Luke 1. 32, | 


3 A kingdom of glory and bleſſedneſs: Marth. 4 
xx. 34. Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the A 
 Ringdem prepared for you----- This laſt mention- 

ed I take to be the fingdom deſigned by Ze/us in the | 
text, v2. that triumphant quire in which the 5 
and angels ſing eternal hallelujahs to the everlaſting 
King. Heaven is call'd a #ingdom, becauſe in it 
God rules his ſons and ſubjects. God's kingdom is 
where he reigns : now he reigns in righteouſneſs, 
Heb. i. 8. Fg [27 2 ond, is HEE ever gue. erer. 
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lion is a 3 . $0141 te of the ah 
of the propoſition, tending. clearly to manifeſt the 
great momentouſneſs and importance of it. There 
two things in the a/pveratian, which ſerve to 
3 inyiolably the veracity or truth of the pre- 
Poſit ion, Viz. 10 ) The repetition of the particle 4 | 
men. (2,) The dignity of the ſpeaker. | 
LT, be word Amen, rendred verily in the text, 1s 
twofold, either prefixed or red: when it is pre- 
fixea, or put before a propoſition, it is the note ofa cer- 
tain and earneſt affirmation, as in the words of ur 
text, Yerily, verily. When it is Mixed, or ſubſequent 
to a propoſition, it notes two things: either, [1.1 
The affent of the mind, will, affetions; as at the 
n of the Creed and the Lord's prayer. 1 70 2 


[2.] A 


word Amen at the end of the Lord's prayer, ſignifies 
not only our aſſent to, but aſſurance of the reality 


and certainty of the things therein contained, Now 
the repetition of this particle in our text, like the 


redoubling of Pharaoh's dream, Gen. xli. 32. ſhews 


us at once the undeniable certainty and great weight 


of the thing ſpoken of. 


(2.) The dignity of the beaker : who is it that 
ſpeaks thus? The hleſſed and holy Feſus, as our text 


informs us; which name ſome derive from mc 
mitto, a word that ſignifies fe /end, becauſe the Lord 
Feſus is the bright angel, the faithful meſſenger of 


the everlaſting covenant, Mal. iii. 1. Heb. iii. 2. 
others from ia /ano, a word that ſignifies 70 heal, 


becauſe our Lord {os was the true ' phyſician, 
mong the autienis are of this opinion. 


But the angel explains the true deriyation of it, 
Matth. i. 21. And thou ſbait call his name Jeſus, 


for be ſhall Jave his people from their ſins; and that 
not only typically, as Moſes and Jeſbua and others, 
but really and truly, Nor, [2.] only tem Ys 


as thoſe before mentioned, juſt from bodily miſe- 


ries, but from ſpiritual and eternal, from ſin and 


death, Heb. ii. 14. 1 Cor. xv. 55, 56, 57. 1 Fehn 
iii, 8. [Z.] Neither did he only free his people 


from miſery, as Moſes did Hrael out of Egypt ; no, 
but as his type Fo/hua led [/rael! into Canaan, fo 
does the bleſſed Jeſus the anti-type introduce his 
people ifito a ſtate of endleſs, uninterrupted, and un- 
ſpeakably raviſhing delight, in the imperial paradiſe, 


of which the 5 Canaan was but a dark figure. 


Now I fay, the dignity of the perſon ſpeaking in 


our. text, gives great weight and confirmation to the 
truth ſpoken. Will he who is truth it ſelf lie? 
will he who is the great prophet of his people, co- 
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(2.] An aſſeveration, or certain affirmation, as the 


ii. 17. Baſil and Cyril a- 
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28 Negeneration opened. 
equal and co- eternal with his Father, the See 
meſs of his glory, the expreſs image of his perſon, H 

-XHi. 4, 8. deceive-us? I ay untd yous I who - 
the alpha and omega, the firſt and the laſt; the King 

V lings and Lord of 7227 and Prince of 1 the kings 

of the earth. 

As to the third particular, the ground or occaf onof 

| the words of our text, implied in that phraſe, Jeſus 

anſwered. It-is difficult to find out what were the 

words Nicademus ſpake, to which Feſtus gave: an- 
: ſwer; there is a diverſity of opinions about it. Some 

Think that Chriſt's words are a direct anſwer to 
thoſe words of Nicodemus mentioned in the ſecond 
. verſe-: as if Chriſt had ſaid, Thou lookeſt =_ | [ 
me as > prophet only, thou can'ſt do no otherwiſe, 

unleſs thou wert regenerated. Others think, and 
that more probably, that from the good opinion 
Nicodemus had of Cbriſt, he aſxed the way to ſal- £ 

vation; and that our text is an anſwer to that 

From the words thus el explained, there a- 
1 4 theſe two dactrinal obſervations, the one im # , 
f ra, and the other expreſs' d. = 


I. That man from. his very birth is depraved. 


II. That regeneration is abſolutely 1 in a. 4 
der to obtain eternal ſalvation, f 


. 4 to the I. of theſe which is this, Thats man 7 
is very birth is depraved. 
Ibe method I deſign to follow in profecutingſ 
-#his doctrine is, 
Firſt, To prove the truth of =. _ 
Secondly, Explain the nature. 4. . 
OO » » Thirdly, To improve it. An | 

= "Firſt, I am to conſider the truth of the doctrine 
"FR is plain from. che 90 for if the firſt birth 
was) 


„ RS Cd ig 


 vity, which conliſts chiefly in theſe 


with this, And was called a tranſgreſſor front the 


tomb, Tai, xlviii. 8. The pfalmiſt gives teſtimo- 


ny to the fame truth, Pal. Ii. 5. I was ſhaper in fin, 
not only corrupted with, fin as ſoon as born, but 
before, even in our formation. Fob confirms this 
in the r4th. hap. of his book, 4. ver. Who can 
bring a clean thing out of an unclean ? not one. Vea, 


the bleſſed 555 makes this the ground of the ne- 


ceſſity of a change, in the 7. ver. of our context, 


Js which is born of the fleſh is fleſh + as if Chriſt 


ſhould fay, You need not wonder, Nicodemus, at my 


inculcation of the neceſſity of this inward change 


or new birth; becauſe men are corrupted fram 
their ff birth, This original depravity is con- 
veyed to all the ſons of Adam by generation, unleſs 
prevented by a miracle, as in Chriſt, The ſickneſs 
and death of infants are a plain and unanſwerable 
proof of this ; For the wages of ſin is death, Rom. vi. 
23. Alſo the baptiſmal layer ſhews this hereditary 
contagion and infection. But, 1 
Secondly, T am to explain the zature of this depra- 
three things, viz. 
J. Ju @ privation of goed. 8 


2. In an antipathy to Cod. 


3: 4s, Pee weevil, 
T. Then, In every unregenerate ſoul there is 2 


privation of all good : there is no ſpark or ſignature 


of that priſtine beautiful image, engraven at firſt on 
the ſoul by God; no reliques of man's primitive 
righteouſneſs, neither in habit or act, in inclination- 


or motion, that is ſpiritualy good, Rom. vii. 18. 
In my fie/h, i. e. in my nature, conſidered as corrupt- 


ed, there dwells no good thing. The ſoul is depriv'd 
of it's antient ornaments and furniture; it is left 


M 207, without ſpiritual riches, lind, without ſaving 
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was not vitiated, what need would there be of a 
ſecond? The royal-prophet Haiah upbraids rae! 
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knowledge, naked without ſpiritual raiment, Rev. 
ili. 17. And, C on Lac 6 
2. There is antipathy to God, his ways, his peo- 
Ple, his image, Rom. viii. 7. The carnal mind is en- 
mnity to God. This is evident from the ſpeech. and 
practice of wicked people, their imbittered jeers, 
and fatyrical invectives againſt God's people. A 
Cain hated an Abel, and an Iſbmael an Iſaac, and an 
Eſau a Facob; and that becauſe of their goodneſs, 1 
John iii. 12, Now this helliſh ſpite is to be found 
in all natural unregenerate people, till remoy'd by 
the ſupernatural change; of which I deſign to ſpeak 
_ afterwards. - I now proceed to tze 
3. Particular contained in this depravity, which 
zs the propenſity that is in all unconverted people to | 
every evil, Prov. xxii. 15. Fooli/hneſs is bound in the 
Heart of a child, Indeed there is not an equal pro- 
penſity in all, to every ſin: no, for ſome by rea- 
ſon of their natural temperament, manner of edu- 
-. cation, or cuſtom, are inclined to one fin more than 
* ſome others; yet all men by nature are virtually 
diſpoſed to every fin, for we are prone to evil as the 
ſparks fly upward, Fob v. 7. Every ſin is form'd 
in our nature; they want only time, opportunity, 
temptation, and the removal of reſtraining grace, 
to bring them forth into action. 
SE. Hence we are informed, 1. Of man's mi- 
ſerable and deplorable ſtate by nature, which affordds 
us ſufficient matter for the deepeſt humiliation, and 
moſt doleful /amentation! Tis on this account that 
we are rendred obnoxious to the vindictive juſtice | 
of a terrible and holy God, Eph. ii. 3. this is it 
that makes our lives fo corrupted, and all our reli- 
- gious ſervices ſo defective and depraved. | 
2. This informs us of the abſolute neceſſity of an 
univerſal change, of heart as well as practice, in or- 
der to obtain fellowſhip and communion with a * | 
* 
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y ſin-hating God here, 1 Jobs i. 6, or the more 
8 full enjoyment of him in the life to come. How 

can there be a fweet communion, and full enjoy- 
ment, without love? and how can there be lou 
without likeneſs? and pray what liteneſ or reſem- 
blance is there between an infinitely pure God, and 
an unconverted finner, who is a very maſs of pol- 
lution and defilement ? How can that Gd who is 
| glorious in holineſs, f his complacential love upgn 
that which is the object of his eternal abhorrencg ? 
And how can an unrenewed finner, who is fll'd 
with enmity againſt God, Rom. viii. 7. fix hishigh- 
eft love upon one he hates with an implacable ha- 
tred All which confider'd complexly, ſhews us the 

| | abſolute neceſſity of an unfverfal change. Which 

naturally leads me to the II. ob/ervation, which is, 


That regeneration is e neceſſary. in order 
to obtain eternal ſaluatiaag. 


"This is evident from the words of our text, Ex 
cept a man be born again, he cannot ſee the kingdom 
of God. Alfo from Gal. vi. 15. For in Chrift Fe- 

neither circumciſion nor uncircumciſion avails any 

thing, but the new creature, Therefore if any man 
be in Chrift Feſus he is @ new creature, old things 
are paſs d away, and all things are become new. Heb. 
xil. 14. Without holineſs no man hall ſee the Lord. 
Rev. xxi. 27. And there ſhall in no wiſe enter into © 
it, any thing that defileth, neither whatſoever work- 
eth abomination, or maketh a lie, but they which are 
written in the lambs book of life. nn 

In proſecuting this doctrine, I ſhall endeavour 
to obſerve the following method : To 

Firſt, Shew negatively what regeneration is not. 

Secondly, Poſitively ſhew what it i. 


= 


Thirdly, Propoſe thoſe reaſons" that urge the e- 
hs  Pourthh, 
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"PFairthly,. Improve i 1 25 
A to the fit propos d, Which was to ſhew what 


7 genere tion is not. And, 
1. It is not what Vicodemus grofly conceivell, 8 
1 into the womb of our mother. It is fur- 
prifing-that a man of fo polite literature, as we have 
_ reaſon. o believe Nicodemus, was; a maſter, a teach- 
erin N/rael, acquainted with the aw ai worda af God, 
whe doubtle! She had fre uently read ſuch p ages as 
bee; Ezek. xxxvi. 26. uld n ave fuch groſs con- 


2 ings of God verified, 1 CS La. room. lh Babe. 
15 11 5 101½ /adqms pe JE the a 55 a4 4 


1 „ 


15. born 1 75 the 05 is 050 and ae outward cul- 
Zivation and inward renovation, muſt be the ſubjects 
of indelible miſery. Neither, 

2. Is regeneration a change of the ener or being - 
of the ſoul : hc ſemper cadem phyſi cr manent, The 
ſoul is not made new as to it's being or ſubſtance, 
aut guoad eſſe phyſicum 3. otherwiſe a new ſoul muſt 
be infus d, which we read. not of; but as to it's 
qualities, aut guad efſe morale : new qualities or 
principles of action are infus'd into the ſoul by God, 


7 MO! it is inclin'd and ſway d after another 
man- 


* 
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manner, and to another ſcope than formerly. Some do 
talk ſtrangely of this affair, that the ſubſtance of the 
ſoul is chang'd, as Haccus Hiricus, Gregory Nazian 
Zene, and others; that people are Goded into 
God, and Chriſted into Chriſt, 2 as their ex- 
preſſions 8corocety,/ xprroroccty; import. Tis true, the 
ſcripture calls this gracious change a participation 
of the divine nature, 2 Pet. i. 4. but this is only to 
ſhew, (1.) The reality and fixedneſs of this work of 
grace, that it is no notion or fancy, but a ſolid rea- 
lity. (2.) The re/emblance it bears to the divine 
perfections. Such perſons are renew'd after God's 
image in knowledge, righteouſneſs: and holineſs 
they have a divine temper and diſpoſition of ſoul 3 
the principal bias of their hearts is towards Goda 
his ſervice.” But tho* they are thus born aſter Gad 
and of Cod, yet they are not thereby made God. 
That which is by way of ſabſtancg or — in him 
is only by way of — Pee in us. Neith 8 
3. Doth it conſiſt in an ourward' profeſſion n of 
Cbriſt or his ways. The foolifh — 
lamps, but no oil, Matth. xxv. A man may 4 re- 
form'd from paganiſm: or popery to the profeſibn of 
true chriſtianity, and yet de a ſtranger to this Work" 
of God. Nor, 
4. In the enjoyment of t privileges, ſuck 
as, baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper, and others of the 
like nature. The Jeꝛos of old depended upon theſe? 
outward. privileges and prerogatives, Jer. vii. 4. 
Rom. x. 3. and ſo do many of the goſpeliged world 
now : but the divinely inſpired” Feremiah pun- 
| gently inculcates the invalidity of outward ordi- 
nances, without the thing fignified by them, to ob- 
tain bliſs and glory; therefore he puts the circum- 
ciſed bag who were uncircumciſed in heart, ima» 
parallel caſe with Edam, Ammon, Moab, heatheniſn 
E Ph er. ix. 25. Vea; Chri ift- himſelf had ta 
A 4 con- 
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_ controverſy with the Fews upon the ſame account: 
he endeayoured to deftroy their fond hopes of hea- 
ven grounded upon their outward privileges, and 
for his plain-dealing he receiv*d' abuſive treatment, 
Fobn viii, The apoſtle Paul very plainly ſheweth 
the inſufficiency of theſe things, without an inward 
. renovation, Gal. vi. 15. Neither, Eee 
5. Doth it conſiſt in an external conformity to the 
law of God for this is ſomething inward, the work- 
manſhip of God in the heart. A man may pray, 
read, hear outwardly, keep the Sabbath, be faithful 
o his word, and juſt in his dealings, and yet be a 
ſtranger to this work of God in the foul : for ſuch 
were ſome of the Phariſees of old, Phil. iii. 6. Mart 
x. 20. and yet our aſcended Lord and Saviour po- 
_ fitively avers, that unleſs our righteouſneſs exceed the. 
_ righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, we ſboll in 
2 „ ooh into the kingdom of heaven, Matth. v. 
))) ͤ ADS Yar vo To pi 
6. In a reſtraint of the old man. God reſtrains 
many whom he never rents. ſo he did Mime- 
lech a heathen, Gen. xx. 6. One that is not re- 
new'd may avoid groſs fins, through fear, ſhame, 


or the abſence of opportunities and temptations, or 


through the influence of nature's light, the precepts 
of morality, the doctrines of the goſpel, and the ci- 
vil laws of the land. The apoſtle Peter ſpeaks of 
ſome that had eſzaped the pollutions of the world 
zbrough the knowleage of the Lord Chriſt, and yet 
were again entangled in them, 2 Pet. ii. 20, 23. 
Reſtraining grace keeps only from the outward acts 
of fin, through ſlaviſh fear, or ſome ſelfiſh motives ; 
but ſaving grace ſubdues fin at the root, and raiſes: 
an irreconcileable hatred in the foul againſt it, 2 
Cor. vii. 11. Nor, %% 11! lot 
Ji. In common gifts or motions of the Holy Ghoſt, 
which are without diſtinction conferr'd on both the 
n Ee elect 


** 
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elect and reprobate. It is not a gif? of prayer, 
tongues, utterance, or a faculty of unfolding. ſcri- 
pture difficulties : Judas had all or moſt of theſe, 
yet was he not born again, but a ſon of perdition, 
John xvii. 12. It is not with men, as with 
<< trees, 4s one obſerves : for every bud, bloſſom, or 
leaf, argues ſome life in the tree; but every abi- 

* lity. to preach or to pray, does not prove this ſu- 
« pernatural life in us.. Neither does it conſiſt 
in the common motions of the Holy Spirit ſuch as, 
ſome /ght of /in, ſome grief for it, and zwiſbes after 
amendment. Perſonal afflickions, a proſpect of e- 
ternity in ſickneſs, or other ſuch alarming occur- 
rences, may caufe ſuch like workings. Herod. de- 
lighted to hear John the Baptiſt, Mart vi. 20. Fe- 
lix trembled when he heard Paul preach, As xxiv. 
25. and Agrippa was almoſt perſuaded, & zN I, 
As xxvi. 28. which, compar'd with Paul's anſwer, 
5. 29. may be juſtly rendred all zo a little; and e- 
ven wicked Balaam could with for a happy death, 
tho* he did not ſo well reliſh'a holy Zfe, Numb. 
xxiii. 10. Let me die the death of the righteous, and 
let my laſt end be like his, 2 Pet. ii. 15. Nor, 

8. Does regeneration conſiſt in a partial change of 
the /oul, or of ſome of it's faculties only, but it is a 

total change of the ſoul in all it's powers. - There 

may be ſtrange changes in ſome of the faculties, and 

yet no true converſion to God. As particularly, 

there may be great light, and knowledge of divine 
truths, with an aſſent to, and perſuaſion of their 
veracity in the mind, 1 Cor. xiii. 2. Aud though I 
have the gift of propheſy, and underſtand all myſteries, 
and all - knowleage ; and though I have all faith, ſo 
that. I could remove mountains, and have no charity, 

(or, Jove, for fo the word «yan» ſignifies) I am no- 
thing. Alſo Heb. vi. 4. For it is impoſſible for thoſe 

wha were once enligbined. - Rom, ii. 17, 18. 
. 15 
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Here we ſge the underlanding, the directive power, 
may be fo illuminated by the Spirit of God, as to 
perceive" divine truths'with a more clear and affect- 
Ing view than before, without a faving change. Al- 
ſo the will, which is a cardinal faculty of man's /oul, 
may be much bow'd, and almoſt perfuaded in ſome 
of the unregenerate, As xxvi. 28. Again, the 
conſcience, another power, or, as ſome ſay, a reflex. 
act of the mind, may be much awakened by the ter- 
ror of God upon the account of fin, Gen. iv. 13, 
14. As xxiv. 25. Alſo the paſſions may be in 
ſome meaſure chang d in the unregenerate they 
may have great /orrow for fin, 1 Kings xxi. 27. 
Matth. xxvli. 4, 5. joy and delight from divine ob- 
eas, Heb. vi. 4. Matth. xiii. 20. and in attendance 
upon divine ordinances, John v. 35. Iſai. Iviii. 2. 
difires after Chriſt, Mal. iii. 2. John vi. 34. after 
grace, Matth. xxv. 8. after heaven, Numb. xxiii. 
10. ſome hatred againſt fin, Rom. ii. 22. 2 Kings 
X. 26, 27, 28. ſome purpoſes to forſake it, Numb, PF: 
XX11. 17, 18. ſome love to God, Jer. ii. 2. Deut. 
x. 6, 24. compar'd to Chriſi, Matth. x. 37. to 
the people of God in general, this the parable of the 
wiſe and fooliſh virgins proves, Matth. xxv. for it 
- probable that the ſooliſh would not have aſſociat- 
Af aha dwelt with the 6e fo as they did, unleſs 
they had loved them, Gal. iv. 7. to faithful, ſoul- 
arching miniſters in particular, Mark vi. 20. tome 
Far of God, Tam. ii. 19. Fon. i. 10, 16. ſome zeal 
for God, 2 Kings x. 6. Phil. iii. 6. Rom. x. 2. ſome 
faith in God, As viii. 13. John ii. 23, 24. ſome 
 dependance and reliance upon God, Micah iii. 11. 
2 Chron. xiii. 5--------18, compar'd with Deut. 
ix, 6, 24. and 1 Kings xy. 3. ſome confident per- 
aaſion. of their intergſt in 11 ſpecial favour and 
 Jriendfbip, Matth. xxv. 7, 11. Fohn viii. 33.2 
: Chron, xili. 10, Numb, xi, 18. All "I U 


_ 
—_— 


* 


T have mentioned under this head, people may 


have, and yet want regenerating grace, and ſo be 
damned at laſt. But I proceed to conſider tzdge 
Second thing propoſed, which was to ſhew g 


tively what regeneration is-. And, | 
Firſt, more generally, it may be ſaid-to'be a ra 


flauration of God's defaced image in man, to ſome 


degree of it's primitive Beauty and luſtre. Our firſt © 


parents were made after God's image, in##owledge, - 
righteouſneſs, and true holineſ5, with dominion: over 
the creatures, Eccl. vii: 29. Gen. i. 27. Pfal viii. 
5. This image of God confiſted- in an univerſal 


reckitude of the whole ſoul, with all it's faculties, 


powers and affections. The under ſtanding being the 


guide and governor of the ſoul's faculties, had clear 


perceptions of the mind and will of God; the 201%] 
was ſubject to the underſtandingꝰ's directions, hav- 


ing an inherent inclination to will that which the 


mind, by it's native light, ſnew'd to be good: The 


whole train of paſſions freely followed the guidance 
of theſe ſuperiour powers, without the leaſt relu- 
Hance. ' Thus there was an univerſal harmony at 


firſt among all the ſoul's faculties eſtabliſhed by the 


God of order: but fin has introduced a confuſion 


and chaos among theſe: faculties-; it has darkned 


the underſtanding, rendred the ill obſtinate, an 


miſplac*d the afections upon diametrically oppoſite? | 


abjects; hardned the heart; ſtupified the conſcienes; 
now the blind 201, which was before a ſiahiect, u- 


ſurps the empire, and hurries the other powers to a 


compliance with it's inordinate dictates. Now re- 
generation is a renewing that gracious image of God 
in us which we have loſt: for by it the blind un- 
derſtanding is in ſome meaſure enlightened, Acts 
xxvi. 18. the ſtony heart mol li d, Ezek. xxxvi. 26. 
the diſordered affections recti d and id upon the 
moſt ſuitable and noble objects, God himſelf as their 


chief good and laſt end. But. 
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36 0 Regeneration opened.” 
23} But more particularly, | 


| A Law-work apes. preceeds this PALIN 8 | 
Hence the law is ſaid to be a ſchool-maſter to lead us 
to- Chriſt, Gal. iii. 24. which I apprefiend is 


wrought in the following manner : 


(I.) There is a diſcovery of ſin, which the Lord ; 


effects by the Law, and by the «air Rom: vii. 7. 


I had — known fin, but 'by the Inw, Before this, 

Chriſtleſs ſinners are ſecure, like Peter ſleeping in 
His chains, A#s xii. 6. The Spirit of God: concurs . 
with the law. This is one of his firſt works with 


unconverted finners, as is evident from John xvi. 5 


3. Before he convinces them of righteouſneſs, he 


convinces them of ſin; their eyes are opened, Acis 1 
xxvi. 18. Now they ſee ſin in it's loathſome na- 


ture, deplorable circumſtances, and dreadful conſe- 


quences ; they begin to ſee the Hholineſ of God, the 
ſpiritual latitude of his law, and their own corrupt 
nature: then they are apt to cry out, Who can 
ftand before this great and dreadful God? Now, 
tho? this diſcovery of ſin begins at a particular evil, 
as with the Fews, Acts ii. 37. yet it proceeds to 
more; as Ezehiel was led to diverſe parts of the 
temple, to ſee greater and greater abommations, E- 


Tek. Vili. 6. xii. 13. 


..) There is an application of the merit of in. 

God convinces the ſinner that all the threatnings 
belong to him; yea, he particularly applies them 
to himſelf, as "Nathan his parabolical diſcoufſe to 
David, 2 Sam. xii. 7. I am the man that theſe curſes 
are directed againſt. He hears his condemnation 
ſounded by the trumpet of the word; he ſees: and 


-- „ — wat 


feels that he is in the utmoſt diſtreſs, envirtuled with 


dangers, and can at preſent ſee no way of eſcape o- 
pen d, Zuke xv. 17. he is in the caſe of the afflicted 


purſued Ifraelites at the Red. ſea, Exod: xiv. 14, 15. 


This is that ſpirit of K to yo RO h | 
narily 


Regeneration opened.” 3 
narily preceeds the /þirit Zz, viii. 15. 
(A.) Compunction, or ſharp anguiſh: for fr. The 

fight of fin and wrath wound the foul, as tho* it were 

ſtabb'd with a ſword, Az7s ii. 37. They have ſuch 
acute pains as if a ſharp ſpear. lanc'd their hearts: 

Tis elſewhere call'd the rending of the heart, Joel 

ii-13. When we are greatly griev'd in foul for fin, 

ſo that it even cuts us to the heart to think how we 

have di/honoured God, and diſparag' d ourſelves by 

it; when we conceive an averſion to ſin, and ear- > 
neſtly defire and endeavour to get clear of the prin- 
cCiples of it, and never to return to the practice of 
it, then we rend our hearts for it, and then will God 
rend the heavens, and come down to us in mercy. 

Alſo this compunction J am treating of, is called 

breaking up of the fallow ground, Fer. iv. 3. Break. 

up your fallow ground, and foaw not among thorns : 

Which repreſents both the neceſſity and difficulty 

of it. An unconvinced heart, ſays one, is like 
„ fallow ground, untilPd, unfenc'd, unfruitful of a- 
„ ny thing beſides thorns, which is the natural pro- 

<«. duce of the ſoil; which we are bound to get 

« plow'd up by the word of God, Heb. iv. 12.:0- 

« therwiſe they will choke our attempts, and. blaſt 

our hopes, Hof; x. 11. Tis alſo comparꝰd to a 
taking away the fore-ſkin of the heart, Fer. iv. 4. 

Circumciſc your ſelves to the Lord, and take away the 

ore: ſtins of your hearts, ye men of Judah, and inba- 

bitants of Jeruſalem : left my fury come forth like fire, 
and burn that none can quench it, becauſe of the evil 
_ of your doings. i. e. faith Mr. Pool, & take away that 

e brawnineſsand obſtinacy that is upon your hearts, 

ac having to do with Cd that hath reſpect unto the 

<« heart, Deut. x. 16. Ez2k. xliv. q. AA. vii. 51. 
leſt you proceed ſo far in your obſtinacy, that 
„Iwill not be appeas'd, Fer. xxi. 12. Amos v. 6. 

(4.) Enquiry : when the apoſtle Peter's preach- 

l | N | ing, 
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38 Regeneration opened. 
ing, accompanied with divine energy, had wounded : 
the Jews, this was the neceſſary effect of it; hat 
ſhall we doe? Acts ii. 7. VV 
Thus I thought it neceſſary, to prevent miſtakes, 
to ſpeak firſt of that which is previous and prepa- 
ratory to this change. Now I come to ſpeak ſome- 
what briefly of the change itſelf in the ſeveral facul- 
ties of man's ſoul; And. „ 
1. The underſtanding is renewed in it's ſeveral 
powers or acts, a light from on high ſhines into it, 
whereby it's natural dartneſ is in ſome meaſure di/- 
fipated, fo that it hath new apprehenſions of things. 
As natural light was one of the firſt things produc- 
ed in the old creation, Gen. i. 3. And God aid, Let 
there be light, and there was tight : ſo ſpiritual light 
is one of the firſt in the new, 2 Cor. iv. 6. For- 
merly the face of Chriſt was vailed from the ſoul, as 
the face of Maſes from the Iſraelites, but now he 
ſees ſomething of his peerle/5 beauty and tranſtendent 
excellency. Chriſt is to him as the apple tree among 
the trees of the wood, as the roſe of Sharon and the 
billy of the valley, Cant. ii. 1, 2, 3. His very name 
is as fragrant ointment poured forth, and aromatic 
ſpices, Cant. i. 3, All other enjoyments are as 
droſs in compariſon of him, in the enlightned ſin- 
ner's eſteem, Phil. iii, 8. Now he ſees the loath- 
| ſome and abominable nature of fin, Rom. vii. 13. 
1 Now he ſees, and experience tells him, that there 
ö is no true ſolace, contentment, or ſatisfaction to be 
N 
| 


had in any ſublunary trifles ; he ſees that ſuch: 
earthly: enjoyments are empty of ſolid good, tran- 
ſient, unſatisfying, and bewitching, contrary to his 
| former apprehenſion, Jai. lv. 2. 1 Cor. vii. 31. 
| | Pjal. vi. 1 Tim. vi. q, o. They can find no more 
| nouriſhment in them for their hungring ſouls, than 
| a ſtarving man would do in gravel-ſtones, wind, 
|  Hulks, aſhes, Prov, xx, 17. Hof. xii, 1. Luke * 
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15. Jai. xliv. 20. That heart-holineſ; and cir- 
cumſpection of life which he was apt formerly to 
ridicule, and deride as needleſs preciſeneſs, affected 
and fooliſh ſingularity, Cant. v. 9g 1 Pet. iv. 4. he 
ſees not only necęſſary, but deſirable and lovely, Cant. 
vi. 1. Zech. viii. 23. Mal. iii. 16, 17. Now he 


| ſees clearly that that good heart, thoſe good words, 


good deeds, good meanings, for which he thought” 
God would ſpare and reward him, deſerves nothing” 


leſs than the revengeful ſtrokes of God's direful ju- 


ſtice, Jai. Ixiv. 6. Phil. iii. 7. 


(r. He has a new % nt his underſtanding be- 
ing enlightened to perceive the precious truths of - 


Chriſt, he afſents to them with a kind of plero- 


phory, in a lively, fenfible manner, Zuke i. 1. His 


- 


aſſent is not grounded upon opinion, conjecture, - 
or hiſtorical credit, as formerly; and therefore is 
not light and ſuperficial, but firm and real the 
natural atheiſm of his heart is in ſome meaſure cured, 
ſo that he does not ſo ſtaggeringly aſſent to divine 
truths as before. | I „„ 
(2. His judgment is changed. Formerly it was 
an abſurd paradox to him, if he had all the honours, 
profits, pleaſures his heart could deſire, that he 
ſhould not be happy then: but now he judges by 
experience, that theſe things can no more ſatisfy an 


of wind, would ſatisfy an hungry perſon. Former- 
ly he uſed to think that the zero birth was but a 
ancy, a whim, a fiction, introduced by ſome hy- 
pochondriac, filly, preciſe people, that impoſed upon 
themſelves and others, with dreams and notions ;- 
the effects of melancholy blood, a fickly conſtitu- 
tion, or a diſordered brain: but now he ſees and 
feels an abſolute neceſſity of it, and that he muſt be 
damned without he obtains it, according to the o- 
lemm redoubled a/ſeveration of the Lord Chrit in dur 


* 1 


enlightened ſoul, than an adamant ſtone, or a puff 
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text. In ſhort, he uſed to judge of things by cheir ; 
appearance, but now he judges of them ACCOREING | 
to what they are in reality. ; 
# 3. His e/imate of things is changed. He was. 
* wont to think highly of the world and the things 
cf it: however contrarily he might ſpeak, theſe 
had the throne of his heart. But now he prefers 
even the reproach of Chriſt before them, Heb. xi. 
25. Thus his eſtimate is changed in reſpect of ho- 
nours, pleaſures, companions, gifts, parts, privi- 
leges, performances; which would take up more time 
than can be well ſpared at preſent to explain and illu- 
Fo 0 proceed therefore to another particular. 
rpoſes are changed. He has vaſtly dif- 
| Erent d 72 from thoſe he was wont to entertain 
and indulge, before his new birth. While he was 
in a ſtate of ſecurity: his principal ſcope was to get 
tze world, if poſſible. To this end, he would be 
frequently, almoſt continually, framing the moſt 
artful and ſuitable ſchemes; and if theſe did not 
anſwer as he would have them, then perhaps his 
ſleep would be broken, and his thoughts diſturb'd, 
and he put upon a rack of impatient pain. In 
ſhort, his purpoſes were for ſin and ſelßé, but now 
they are for God and his foul ; now he ſtrives as 
much daily to get his heart and affections deadned 
to the world, as he did before to ſecure and advance 
his intereſt in it. Now his anxious mind is often con- 
triving, what meaſures he ſhould take to g/orify the 
bleſſed God, to /ubdue abominable /in, and advance 
the deſpiſed intereſt of his dear Lord Feſus. © 
(F. His reaſonings are changed. He was wont in 
his ſtate of ſin and ſecurity, to argue for ſin and the 
World, againſt Chriſt and holineſs ; from the mer- 
cy and goodneſs of God, to liberty, (lo called, but, 
; it is really the baſeſt bondage) in ſinning againſt” 
bim; but now it is the greateſt motive to holineſs 
8 and circumſpeRion, | 2. Te 
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2. The will is changed. It has got a new bias, 
and center of it's actings. In his unconverted ſtate, 
himſelf or the world was the center, in reality, (not- 
withſtanding his fair and falfe flams and flouriſhes of 
empty talk to the contrary) to which he moved, for 
Which he adled, with a furious. natural pronenef, 
# Palm iv. 6. 2 Tim. iii. 2. But now, God in 
# Chriſt is the center to which all his actions, whe- 
| ther natural, civil, or ſacred, do bend and terminate. 
He aims at God's glory in all his actions, univer- 
ſally and fingly ; the inclinations of his will bend 
towards God freely, from an inward and powerſul 
principle of life, 1 Cor. x. 31. Grace is in him as 
a well of water ſpringing up to eternal life, John iv. 
14. His will has an unconſtrained. motion. e 
under the views of a vaſt eternity, or ſome afflictive 
_ diſpenſation, have weak motions of heart towards 
God, P/al. Ixxviii. 34. but when the proſpect of 
danger is removed, the motions ceaſe, hal. boxviii.. 
57. like the motion of a clock when the ſpring is: 
removed. But the motions of a believer's. heart are 
conſtant, even when outward enforcements are ta- 
ken away, P/al. cxix. 112. becauſe they flow from 
an inward and vital cauſe oy ng 
Furthermore, His 1071]. has new. enjopments, . In 
his ſtate of unregeneracy, his life was only a vexa- 
tious wandering from vanity to vanity: all the 
contentment he had was in ſome worldly accome- . 
dations, or outward performances, Pſal xlvi. Amos 
vi. 1, 3, 4, 5, 6. Rom. x. 3. But now they are 
as buſts to him; he can't be ſatisfied without the 
children's bread, Pſal. cxix. 37. ------ cvi. 4. It 
was an obſervable faying of Augu/tine, Tu feciſti 
cor noſtrum, & irrequietum eſt donec ad te reverta- 
tur, i. e. thou haſt made our heart, and it is reſt- 
<«c- leſs till it returns to thee. The ſinner in his 
ſecurity would be contented with the S as 
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of duties, but now nothing will ſatisfy him, but the | 

preſence of Feſus in them; aſight of the King's face ; - 

a;/enſe of his ſpecial love. But the cardinal acts of 

the will, are g % ent and diſſent + theſe ate the very 

hinges upon which it exerts it's receptibs and extlu- 
ſrve faculties, ſuitable to it's love or diflike to the 
„ John i. 12. v. 40. When 


vis is offered to the ſoul appended to the pole of 


the goſpel, on his own terms of ſelf-denial, and tax- | 
ing up the croſs, the new-born perſon is willing to | 


* 


ant all, that he may have him; to Joe all that 
. . OE TOTS 
3. The Front of the ſoul are changed: ſuch 
as, deſire, delight. fear, hatred, joy, love. New-born | 
perfons have frequent and vehement deſires after 
communron with, and conformity to God in Chriſt 
here, and the full enjoyment of him hereafter, a- 
riſing from a fight of his: beauty and ertellenty; Pal. 
XIIi. 1, 2. As the hart panteth after the'water-broofs, - 
fo panteth my ſoul after thee, O God. My ſoul thir . 
eth for God, for the living God; when ſhall I com 
aud appear before God, Pal. Ixiii. 1, 2, 3, 8. My" 
Rab longeth for thee in a dry and thirſiy land, where” 
no water is: to ſee thy power and thy glory 
Becauſe thy louing-kindneſs is better than life-----= 
A fouFfolloweth*hard'after thee. Pſalm Ixxxiv. 1, 
2. Hy anita arb thy tabernacles, O Lord of hoſts T 
my” fouÞ longeth,'yea,+ even fainteth for the courts s 
the” Lord : my heart and my. fleſh crieth oui for the 
living. God, Cant. i. 2. Let him #ifi"me ꝛbith the, 
a of his mouth - for thy lobe is better than wine. | 
Halm Ixxiii. 25. I pom have I in heaven but thee? | 
and there is none upon eurih that Tdefire beſides ther. 
Pfal. cxix; 5, 174. O that ny ways ibere. directed to- i | 
keep thy-ſtatutes ! I have long d for thy ſalvation, O00 
Zerd and thy law is i delight. Rev. xxii. 20. 
E whith"tejtifieth theſe things, ſaith, Surely, I * : 
- quick- 
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quickly. Amen. Even fo, come Lord Feſus. And 
as their de/ires ? are af Chriſt, ſo their delight is in 
him, Cant. i. 4. The King ath brought me into his 
chambers © we will be lad and rejoice in thee, ius 
will remember thy love more than wine. Cant. i. * 
A bundle of myrrh is my well beloved unte me; 3 he 
ſhall lie all night betwixt my breaſts.” Cant. ii. 3. 
As the apple-tree among the trees of the wood,' ſo 18 + 
my beloved. among the ſons. I fat under his ſhadrio 
with great delight, and his fruit was fiveet unto my” 
70 Cant. v. 16, His mouth is moſt ſiueet: (i. e. 
the communications of his love by his word are 
moſt delightful) yea, he is altogether lovely. This is thy 
3 ad this is my friend, O daughters of Feruſalom.” 
And as they delight in him, ſo ey fear to offend 
bin, and that even in the leaſt things; 1 Thefi N 


22. They: are apt to M out when they are tempt⸗ . 


ed, as 75 oſeph, Fmo ſhall F db this great wickedneſs,» 
arid An 1 againſt Cale Gen. xxxix; q. They les the 
baſeneſt atid feel the bitterneſs of fin, and therefore 
Fed it, Lam, iii, Having in remembrancethewWorm-"" 
050d and the gall, They feel a 055 of the divind- 
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li. 5. 4 ſfrerward ſhall the laden Tirael return, 
arid ſeek 7 Lord their God, and ſba I fear the Lord 
and his. goodne J in the Jatter days, Rom. ii. 4. And 
as they of 15 ſo they hate it aniverſaliy and irre. 
age, „ Pfal. cxix. 104: and cannot at any ume 
fall in love with it as formerly, 1 John iii. 2 
Again, The objects of their lob are changed: 
God's pete „ his laws, his image, his ordinances, are 
os objects to which their affections freely Hot. 
Now the new- born perſon loves ſincerely and fer- 
| vently thoſe No He once deſpisd, and pities thoſe” | 
whom he once ldd and admir'd, and diſdains their 
ſociety, their ce and chreatnings, as well as their 
defiruttive gains, and . inſipid W 3 
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Pal. XV. 4. A rrp ci. cxix. 11 5. 3 Kings iii. 14. : 
Pl. ii. 1, 4. ==----=- li; 6, 7. Iſai. xxxiii. 15. 
Pl. cxli.. 4. Heb. xi. 24. Now he ſees. that the 
people of God are the moſt excellent perions on earth, 
as much preſerable to others, as jewels, the tones of 
a crown, refined gold, a royal diadem, is to common 
deßbles, droſs, and rubbiſh, Mal. iii. 17. Zech. ix. 
16. Lam. iv. 2. Iſai. Ixii. 3. Pal. xvi. 3. as much 
excelling others, as wheat does chaff, Matth. xiii. 
30. Pal. i. 4. light, darkneſs, Matth. v. 14. Eph. 
v. 1. cedars and myrtle-trees, the tares and thorns, 
Pl, xcii. 12. Iſai. lv. 13. Matth. xiii. 38. Cant. 
ii. 2. as much as the 1905 potent kings, the Bat 
faves, Rev. i. 6. Acts viii. 23. Iſai. Ixi. 1. as much 


as lambs and deves are preferable in their qualities to 


Sets, fwine, dogs and foxes, Hol. iy. 14. Matth. xa. 
. 6. ——— XXV. 3. —.— vi. 6. 2 Pet. ii. 22. 
Luke xiii. 32. and vipers, Matth. iii. 7. There- 
fore the new - born perſon reſorts to God's people; 
.covets their company, (which he before ſhun'd) that 


with them he may ſeek Fe/us, Acts iv. 23. Cant. 


i. 7. vi. 1, When the blinded jaylor came 
to have his eyes opened, he ſoon waſhed the wounds 
he had made before, by many and ah eat” Acts 

Xvi. 32, 33. Their /ove is fixed on God in Feſus, 
as their higheſt good and laſt end; as their compleat, 
ſatisfying, and everlaſting portion, Lam. iii. 24. 
| fal. 7 xvi. 5 2 Ixxiii. 26. which ſhews itſelf ; 
in lively, warm, vigorous actings, ſo that the whole 
foul feels ſometimes the ſweet pains, and refreſhing 
qualms of a _love-fickneſs after Chriſi, Cant. v. 8. 
All the waters of affliction cannot quench this love, 
but makes it burn more brightly, as oil caſt into 
the fire, Cant. viii. 6, Set me as .@ ſeal upon thine 
heart, as a ſeal upon thine arm for love is ſtrong as 
. death------ Their ſorrow is alſo changed, as to it's 
objects. They were wont in their carnal and fe- 
| 5 2 1 N . 


cure ſtate, to mourn principally about worldly loſ- 


ſes and diſappointments, Pal. iv. 6. 2 Cor. vii. 10. 
that either they could not amaſs and obtain, or re- 


tain ſuch a quantity of worldly pelf, as their greedy 


defires longed for: or their trouble principally 
_ center'd upon the loſs of their relations or friends, 
or their credit and worldly comfort, Gen. xxvii. 38. 
1 Sam. xv. 30. But now they mourn chiefly over 
their fins againſt God, P/al. li. 4. that they are ſo 
many, ſo heinous ; that they have continued in fin 
ſo long, Rom. vi. 21. that they are ſo inwardly and 
univerſally corrupted by it, Rom. vii. 24. And they 

do not ny grieve that they themſelves have finned 
againſt ſuch'a good God, but that others alſo to 
grieyouſly reproach the Almighty and affront his 
majeſty, by contemning his 3 in profaning his 
ſacred name, violating his Sabbath, ſlighting his 


word and ordinances, oppoſing his truths, and a- 


buſing his people, Exel. ix. 4. 2 Pet. ii. 7, 8. P/al. 
cxix. 136. Lam. iv. 2. They alſo mwrn an abſent 


God. the withdrawing of his comfortable preſence” 


from them diſtreſſes their ſpirits, P/al. xlii 5. Cant. 
iii. I, 2, 3. v. 6, 8. The numerous crouds 
of wicked people, the ſmallneſs of the number of 
thoſe that are truly godly, and the little ſucceſs of 
to new- born perſons, Matth. vii. 13, ------ xx. 16. 
. xXxii. 14. Nab. vii. 1, 2. Pſal. iii. x. Jai. lili: 1. 
4. The conſcience is changed. As before it was 
not able to perform it's offices or functions, vi. to 
apply, convince, or tremble at the word: but now, 
when the ſoul feels the regenerating influences of 
the Holy Spirit, what a tender ſenſe fills the renew- 
ed conſcience ? for what ſmall things will it ſmite, 
rebuke, and check the finner ? how ſtrongly will it 
bind to duty, and bar againſt ſin? The conſcien- 
ces of the moſt of ungodly people are large, —_— 
| bis an 


— , 


the goſpel of Chriſt, affords matter of great ſorrow. . 
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and moſtly filent, if it be not when they commit 
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mory, it cannot be reaſonably expected that grace 
will ſtrengthen the natural faculty, for it's deſign is 


- 


the cabinet of his memory, Matth. xxvi. 75. 
feſs that regenerating grace does not change the na- 


Regeneration. opened. 


groſs and notorious crimes, Titus i. 15. But the 
.conſciences of regenerate perſons, being purged from 
dead works, Heb. ix. 14. do wake and rebuke ſharp- 
1y for ſmall offences, 1 Sam. xxiv. 5. and puts the 
_ into diſtreſs and anguiſh, Ger, Xliii. 21. 
Now it is the continued labour of the new-born 
perſon to get and keep a good conſcience, 2 Cor, i, 
5 18 nos 7, oo. 5 
5: The memory: now it is more apt to embrace 
and retain divine things than formerly, Cant. i. 4. 
£/al.. ciii. 18. cxix, 11. The regenerate 
perſon endeayours to lay up the ſayings of 7705 in 
con- 


tural imperfections of the human conſtitution, on- 
ly the moral. If a perſon has naturally a weak me- 


not to heal the body but the ſoul, it only turns the 


-.. vein of the thoughts and affections on divine ſub- 


jects, and helps to perceive better, fundamental | 
truths, 1 Jahn ii, 20, 27. and makes a perſon the 
more defirous to retain them, but it don't enlarge 


their former converſation, Ram. vi. 21. They 


1 . their nmr r Na, > bs ney and | 
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in, Gal. v. 17. Kom. vii. 23. Nov be does not 
only endeavour to reſtrain the outward a#, but to 


_ crucify the root of his inward corruption, Þ alm li. 


Not only to cut off ſome branches, but all, even 
_ that fin Which has the ſtrongeſt ſeat in his conſti- 
_tution, Pſalm xvili. 23. He endeayours to repreſs 
the firſt motions of fin, and to flee the appearance 
of evil, being diffident of his own ftrength, and a- 
fraid to offend his God, 1 T v. 2ů⁊2. 
But I proceed to the third thing propoſed. 
Thirdly, To offer reaſons urging the necafy of 

" Pegeneration. And, 

- 3.4; &-RE- univerſal corruption of our nature ſhews 
the indi e neceſſity of renewing grace, as in the 
6. v. of our context : for without holineſs no man 

ſhall ſee the Lord, Heb. xii. 14. Rom. viii. 13. Is 

it reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that ſuch a haly God as Fe- 
hoavab is, who cannot look on fin but with abbor- 

_ rence, ſhould receive ſuch polluted wretches, as un- 

F converted ſinners are, into hiscomplacential embraces? 

2. Becauſe while unconverted, the latu condemns 

us, Gal. iii. 10. Ram. iii. 19. which ſentence cannot 

be removed any otherwiſe but by faith in Chriſt, 

Mar xvi. 16. John iii. 18. which no unconvert- 

ed perſon has; for if he had, it would change his 
heart and practice, Gal. v. G. 2 Tel. i. 1 1. Ws 

1 14. He may indeed have an hiſtorical, or tem- 
Porary. faith, but that won' 'tdo for falvation, * 
li. 19 20. 


= 3 Becauſe of the naue and frmnęſi of God 8 


coord. 
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48 Regeneration opened, 
Word. He who cannot lie hath ſpoken it, and Hea- 
den and earth may and ſhall paſs away, but not one 
tittle that God hath ſpoken, ſhall paſs away unac- 
compliſhed, Matth. xxiv. 35. Therefore regene- 
ration is neceflary to /alvation. © © © 
44. The conſideration of the nature of the happineſs 
of heaven, with the reſpect that regeneration hath to 
it, plainly manifeſts the zece//ity of it. Surely the 
nature of future happineſs is pure and ſpiritual, con- 
ſiſting in the von and fruition of a holy God, who is 
a pirit, 1 Cor. xili. 12. and in the ſocietyand ſocial wor- 
ſbip of ſaints and angels, and ſuch pleaſures and em- 
ployments as the beauty of the objects and other cir- 
cCumſtances of the place, may be ſuppoſed to imply. 
Now, what ſuitableneſs is there between a carnal 
unrenewed mind, and the ſpiritual and pure plea- 
ſures of heaven? Does not pleaſure ſpring from 
the ſuitableneſs between the object and the faculty? 
What pleaſure then can be expected by the unre- 
generate in heaven itſelf, if they were carried there 
in their preſent condition? (tho* they may be 
ſure in the mean time, that while fuch,they will never 
have the trial, Rev. xxi. 27. ----- XX11. I 5.) there is 
- ſuch a d:/cord between their preſent diſpoſitions, and 
the temper and entertainments and employments of 
_ heaven, for theſe are holy and ſpiritual, but they are 
- carnal and ſenſual, This Dr. Scot expreſſes beau- 
 tifully : For alas! (if we conſider the matter 
& rightly) how could fouls of their reliſh and com- 
„ plexion, find a proper employment for them- 
& ſelves in the regions of bliſs? There are no 
<< wanton amours among thoſe 8 lovers; 
_ <6: norivers of wine, among their rivers of pleaſure, - 
& to gratify their boundleſs ſenſuality ; no paraſite 
& to flatter their lofty pride; no miſeries to feed 
<< their meagre envy ; no miſchiets to tickle their 
& their deviliſh revenge: but all the cr 
5 8 & which 


La 
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« which that ſtate abounds, (vix. praiſe, love, con- 
cc templation) are fuch that they would lothe and 
“ nauſeate them, as too pure and refined for their 
« depraved appetites; and not improbably, (if they 
5 had their own option) deſire to fly to hell for 
_« ſhelter, to ſpirits of their own depravity, rather 
than ſtay to be tormented in a heaven fo in- 
& congruous to their nature. So that if theſe men 
would be happy they muſt either find out a new 
heaven, or get new hearts. pe eg 
- Biſhop Beveridge expreſſes himſelf thus upon this 
head: Suppofing it ſhould pleaſe God to take us 
« all up immediately into the higheſt heavens, and 
there place us around our bleſſed faviour ; all ſuch 
ce as are real ſaints among us, as love God above all 


„ things, and have prepar'd their minds for ſpiri- 


cc tual enjoyments, how glad would they be to ſee 
< their redeemer, ſhining in all his glory? how 


“ ſuddenly would they ſtrike up with the choir of 


c heaven, in ſinging the praiſes of him that brought 
« them thither ? what infinite pleaſure would 


cc they take in the place, employment, company, 


and every thing they ſee there? But as for others 


cc who are ſtill in their fins, and mind only earth- - 


& ly things, how fad and diſconſolate would they 


< be? they would wonder to ſee the faints fo plea- 


tc ſant and joyful : for, as for their parts, they would 
6 ſee nothing there to take delight in; in the midſt 
«© of light they would be ſtill in darkneſs, and in 
“ ſorrow in the midſt of joys; they would not 
4 hear the heavenly muſic, or if they did, it 
« would ſound harſh, and be all diſcords to them: 


ce they could not taſte theſe ſpiritual dainties, or if 


<« they did, they could not reliſh or find any ſweet- 
cc neſs in them; they could not ſee the face of 


60 God, or if they did, they would not be pleas d, 
se but terrify*d and 8 at it: and all = 
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50 Regeneration opened. 


t for the want of a true principle of grace and holi- 


6 neſs, without which a blind man may as well 
“ delight in pictures, the deaf man in muſic, or a 
& brute beaſt in metaphyſics, as men of ſuch tem- 
$ pers, either in heaven, or God himſelf. ” 
. + Again, regeneration hath ſuch a relation to our 
falvation, that it is indeed a part and beginning of 
it. Gratta eft aurora glorie ; grace is the very daun 
of glory, differing only in degree and duration, from 
the happineſs of heaven. The truth is, (faith 
« Stanhope ) God in his wiſdom hath ſo ordered the 
© matter, ſo admirably contriv'd our nature and 
« our duty, that virtue and happineſs, grace and 
& glory are one and the ſame thing, differing only 


& inthecircumſtances and ſeveral proſpects we view - 


ce them under. The good man begins his heaven 
“ upon earth, and finiſhes there what is imperfect 
“ here; for the more he maſters his ſenſual appe- 


< tites, and gets above the world----- the more 


« he is ſpiritualiz'd, and made meet to be a partak- 
© er with the faints in light.” | 


Pray conſider ſeriouſly that precious, but awful 


place of holy ſcripture, Gal. vi. 15. It's obſervable 
here that the apoſtle was ſpeaking of ſome who de- 


/ 


fired to make a fair ſhew in the fleſh, and therefore | 


urg'd the neceſſity of circumciſion, whom the a- 


poſtle inforn'd, and aſſur'd, that in Chrift Feſus 


neither circumciſion nor uncircumciſion auaild any 
thing, i. e. to ſalvation, but the new creature. 
Circumcifion was certainly an ordinance of God's 
own appointment, a ſeal of the covenant between 


God and his people, Rom. iv. t1. a badge of di- 


ſtinction between them and the infidel nations, Rom. 

iii. 2. a fon of their original pravity, and of the ne- 
_ reſſity of inward ſanctity, Fer. iv. 4. Col. ii. 1 3. 
Yet the apoſtle informs - thoſe who - thought they 
were bound to obſerve it, that without an 8 
i 9 8 change 
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that 
er maketh a lie: but they which are written in the 
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change, theſe ſuppos d priviledges would avail no- 
thing : and by a parity of reaſon (as Dr. Edwards 


juſtly obſerves) © he muſt be interpreted to ſpeak ta 
« us, that our ſacramental waſhing in baptiſm, 
ce our ſpiritual gifts and endowments, our profound 
e knowledge and learning, our obſervation. of the 
sc ordinances of Chriſt, and our outward acts of re- 
& ligious worſhip, will all avail us nothing, unleſs 


& we have a new principle implanted in us, Tuch 


cc as influences our lives, and produces evangelical 


©« Obedience. But I proceed to the - 
- Fourth thing propoſed, which Was to improul 
the doetrine. And, 

USE 1; It informs us that the way to by made 


| a member of the inviſible church is by regenerati> 
en: wi there ſhall in no wiſe enter into it any thing 


leth, neither whatſoever worketh abomination, 


lambs book of life, Rev. Xi. 17. | 
2. It informs us of the love of God, in revealing 
that way to us, He. viii. 12. which ſhould firike 
our admiration, and awake our gratitude, 

3. It informs us of the love of Chriſt, in purchaſe 


ing, after ſuch a painful manner, that - life for his 


people, to which this way leads, 2 Cor, viii. 9. Far 
ue. know the grace of our Lord ſus Chriſt, that tho 
he was rich, yet for our ſakes he became poor, that ye 
through his poverty might be $15” 2 Tim. i. 10. 


bo hath aboliſhed death, and hath brought life Ae 


immortality to light, through the goſpel ; that 
your affections dead to, and weaned from, all — 
joyments here, your life may be hid with Chriſt in 


God; that when he who is your life ws you may 


appear with him, Col. iii. 4. 


4. It informs us of the emptineſ and i inſufficiency i 
of all outward and legal performances, to obtain an 
actual intereſt in the purchas'd happine/5, without 

2 75 „0 good 
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iv. 24. 


know your preſent ſtate and condition, I 
poſe ſome characters of regeneration. 


32 Regeneration opened. 


good principles of action; ſuch as, a new heart, and 
Ftranſcendent love to the divine AZaje/ty. Luke vi. 
43. For a good tree bringeth not forth corrupt fruit: 
xeither doth à corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 


| Therefore, according to the words of Feſus, if you 


would have the fruits good, you muſt make the tree 


good, Matth. xii. 33. For God is a ſpirit, and there- 


fore will not accept of, or be pleas'd with any wor- 
Hip but that which is agreeable to his nature, John 


USE 2. Of examination. Now that you may 

ſhall Pro- 
. Now the r property of regeneration is, divine 
life, As natural life is the natural product of ge- 
eration, 10 is a ſpiritual life of regeneration, Gal. ii. 
20. 2 Cor. iv. 10. Now this divine /;fe has theſe 
following properties, by which it may be known, 
analogous or agreeable to the properties of a natural 


_ 


IW.) Breath : without this a natural life would 


ſoon expire, P/al. civ. 29. Thus it is with the 


HPiritual, 1 Pet. ii. 2. As new born babes deſire the 


fincere milk of the word. Some render the original 
words x+4 44%) yara rational milk, ſuch as is fit for the 


nouriſhment, not of the body, but of the mind. A 


true convert deſires the fincere milk, the pure word 


of God, not blended or diluted with adulterating, 


depraving, and debaſing mixtures. *Tis the natu- 


ral property of every kind of life to deſire food ſuit- 
ed to it's nature, without which it can't ſubſiſt. 
Now as the natural man chiefly longs after the en- 
joyments of this world, P/al. iv. 6. ſo does the new 


born perſon after heavenly enjoyments, Col. iii. I. 

(2.) Senſe, As a natural life feels what oppoſeth 
it, grapples with it's enemy, and if ſtronger, proves 
yictorious ; ſo it is eminently in the divine _ 
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which haying ſuch ſupernatural aſſiſtances, proves e 
too hard for it's opponents, Gal. v. 17. 1 Jahn v. 


. * 
4 


4, 18. fi. 9. 5 „ | 
(3.) Growth. Tis natural for children to grow 
faſt, if ſome uncommon accident don't prevent it; 
and that not in the head only, for indeed ſuch are 
diſtempered with the rickets, but in all other 
parts proportionably. So do babes in Chriſt grow 
faſt, if not diſtempered, 2 The. i, 3. and that not 
only in knowledge, but in fan, love, holineſs. 2 Pet. 
111, 18. x Cor. xiii. 11. | 
as a child, I thought as a child, when I grew a man, 
I put away childiſh things. So it is with the grow- 
ing chriſtian, they put away childiſh things; and 
this among the reſt, v/z, entertaining a fond imagi- 
nation, that he ſhall be always dandled on his fa-. 


in his husband's arms, When he was but a babe 
in Jeſus, he was apt to conclude his father had quite 
abandon'd him, if he loſt fight of his face but for a 

little ; if he wanted the ſweet ſenſe of his love, he 
was peeviſh and dejected: but now he knows bet- 
ter, that he is not to live by /en/e but by faith, Gal. 
ii. 20. Tho' he retains ſtill an earneſt defire after 
communion with God, yet it is more diſcreet, be- 
lieving and ſubmiſſive ; and when they can't per- 
ceive any growth in themſelves after ſome time, 
they grieve and mourn. A child of God not only 
weeps at his birth but afterwards. Mr. Burtitt has 
a very good obſervation upon this, that as natu- 
ce ral children come crying into the world, ſo no 
c ſpiritual child is ſtill- born or born dumb. es 
ix. II. We may juſtly reckon thoſe graceleſs, and 
unrenewed perſons, Who do not earneſtly long and 

labour after growth, or mourn not for their little pro- 
ficiency. Heb. vi. 1. Phil. iii. 14. They that are 
contented with ſtinted En of ſuppoſed grace, 
=. 3 | In 
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54 Regeneration opened. 
in reality have no ſaving grace at all. 1 Cor. xv. 
( 4.) Motion, This is an inſeparable property of 
à natural life, As xvii. 28. When we ſee any 
thing ſtand fork ſtill for a conſiderable time, with- 
-. out the leaſt notion, we know it is dead; e. g. when 
we obſerve a ſtatue void of motion, with its eyes 
fixed, for ſome ſpace of time, we are ſoon convinc'd, 
for all its fair face, that it has 0 /ife ; fo when we 
behold profeſſors of chriſtianity having but an emp- 
ty form, without the powerful and progreſſive prac- 
ties of piety, 2 Tim. iii. 5. mayn't we judge them, 
and ſhould not they judge themſelves to be (not- 
withſtanding of their fair pretences) dead idols in a 
ſpiritual ſenſe, void of the life of Fefus, = 
(F.) A generative faculty, when grown to ma- 
turity : fo thoſe that have a divine life, labour to 
communicate it to others, John iv. 28, 29. Lute 
xx1!1.' 32. Here we may apply juſtly that of the po- 
et, Meſcitur indigne per quem nom naſcitur alter. He | 
v unworthy of life himſelf, who is not the cauſe of it | 
#0 another. © OT (Sy „„ 
2. Likeneſs, The father begets a ſon in his own 
likeneſs, ſo did the firſt Adam, Gen. v. 3. and ſo 
does the ſecond, John iii. 6. The image of the firſt 
is of the earth earthly, 1 Cor. xv. 47, 48, 49. For 
be that is born of the fleſh is Feb, John iii. 6, f. e. 
exceedingly corrupt and ſinful; not only fleſhly but 
fleſh; abſtrafts denote great degrees of what is ſpox- 
en, Eph. v. 8. Man by a ſinful indulgence of his 
appetite, Gen. iii. 6. proſtituted the dominion of 
Qis ſoul to the tyranny of ſenſe ; ſo that now before 


cCeonverſion he is quite ſunk in ſenſuality ; inftead 


of deſerving the honourable character of a living ſoul 
2 formerly, Ger ii. 7. he now incurs that juſt, but 

farcaſtical one of fleſh ! his reaſon and all his noble 
powers are ſo degraded, unhing'd, and — 


* 


j 
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he acts with ſuch indifferency about eternal, and 
with ſuch vigour about temporal things, as if he had 
no ſoul, but was wholly fe, a meer maſter beaſt. 


But the image of the ſecond Adam is heavenly and 
ſpiritual, 1 Cor. xv. 47, 48, 49. For he that is born 
of the ſpirit is ſdirit, ohn iii. . i. e. his ſoul has 


recovered it's juſt, tho? loſt, empire over the ſenſes 
and brutiſh appetites, and is now guided and govern- 
ed by the influence and direction of the holy Spirit, 
Rom. viii. 1, 4. As the natural parent communi- 
cates of his nature to the child, ſo thoſe that are 


born of God, are faid to partake of the divine na- 


ture, 2 Pet. i. 4. i. e. they have a certain reſem- 
blance of the moral, communicable perfactions of the 
Deity, wrought in them : . they are holy as he is ho- 
ly, 1 Pet. i. 15, 16. merciful as- vir fer is mer- 


ciful, Luke vi. 54 perfect as their father in hea- 


ven is perfect, k. v. 48. 5. e. they endeavour 
earneſtly after perfection of degrees as well as of 


parts, Phil. iii. 1 3, 14. Eph. v. 1, 2. So long as . 


men are contrary to God in their generally prevail- 


ing diſpeſitions, and courſe of action, we may tell 
them as our Lord the perverſe eus, John viii. 
44. Ye are of your father the devil, and the it of 


your father ye will do. 
3. Lobe. A child hath a love to his father and 


brethren, which the law of nature zeaches, and the 
ene that is between them confirms : he is a ve- 


monſter in nature that is void of this I 


Thus the new born chriſtian hath, 
(.) A predominant love to God in Chrif,, Plat 
oxi 25. Matth. x. 37. 
2.) A permanent love, John xv. 95 10. | 
= . A panting, longing love, Pfal. Ixxxiv. 1, A 
8 ) An operative and efficacious love, 2 Cor. v. 
14. John xiv. 21. Rom. vi. 4, 5. And fo he has 
a real, Fectual, univerſal, and tell grounded affe- 


on | 
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Hion to the children of God, as his brethren in Chriſt, 

His affection don't confiſt in windy words, 1 John 

ili. x7, 18, neither is his love limited to a party of 
his. own denomination, temper, or ſentiments : no, 

no ! that is too narrow a circle for truly chriſtian 
love, (ſuch a. confin'd affection is but a natural ſel- 

fiſh party zeal, which don't deſerve the name of 
love) which extends itſelf to all that carry the image 

of the holy God, and ſpeak in the language of Cana- 

an, of whatever nation they be, or denomination they 

bear; and as he loves all chriſtians for that of God 

he ſees in them, ſo conſequently his affection is car- 

ried: forth with a greater degree of ardor towards 

ſuch as excel others in holineſs, humility, and cir- 

cumſpection ; and that not with a fearful but com- 

Placential reſpect, P/al. xvi. 3. 1 John iv. 8. The 

4. Character, is that change of the practice, which 

I deſcribed in the doctrinal part of this diſcourſe ; 

Which I think is rather an e of the new birth 

than a part of it. It is obſervable that in every ge- 
neration, there is a great change in the old creation, 

to which this work of God, is for many and-weigh- 

ty reaſons compared, Eph. ii. 10. There was an 


admirable alteration, when the preſent moſt beauti- 


ful and regular em of things was produced by the 
agency of the infinite Spirit of God, (who moved 
upon the face of the waters) out of the former diſ- 
order, dark maß, and confuſed chaos. So, is there 
not an admirable change, when a prophane, ignorant 


% 


| frei creature is turned into a ſober, holy, heaven- 


y chriſtian ? Give me, ſays Lactantius, a man as 


* prophane and abuſive, as lewd and laſcivious, as 
ec can be 5 ; and with a few inſtructions of 
<< God, I will make him as meek and innocent as 
& alamb: lib. 2. could ever any of the philoſophers 
do this? In ſhort, ſuch a change deſerves our ad- 
miration more than if a clod of earth were turned 
| Into 


N 
þ 


your conſciences, from what I have been treating 


into a far of heaven - this is no leſs a change than 


from darkneſs to light, from death to life, Eph. v. 8. 
And now, brethren, I pray you for Chriſt's ſake, 
examine yourſelves, whether you have had the ex- 


perience of theſe things; it's eaſy to be miſtaken in 


this matter, and a miſtake is dangerous, Fer. xvii. 
9. Prov. xiv. 1 2. I ſhall propoſe a few queſtions to 


of, and I beg you would anſwer them impartially, 
as in the preſence of God, And. 
Duez/t. 1. Has fin been diſcovered, and applied to 
your conſdiences with power, both in reſpect of it's 
vile nature, and dreadful effects, by the /aw of God, 
and the Spirit of Gad, as I before deſcribed ? ? 
Dueft, 2. Have you been made to ſee your loſt 
and deplorable ſtate by nature, ſo as to be exceed- 
ingly diſtreſs' d, and put to a ſoul-afflicting plunge 
and loſs, about obtaining deliverance out of it, and 


ſhut up to Chriſt as the only door of hope? As 


ii. 37, ------ Xiv. 27. John x. 7. | 
4 Se. 3. Haſt thou, O ſinner been made to in- 
aſe after and ſeek for relief, with anguiſb of ſoul? 
Quęſt. 4. Has the Lord Jeſus been diſcovered by 
his word and ſpirit to your inquiring, - burdened 
anxious ſoul, in his mediatorial excellency and ſuf⸗ | 
ficiency ? Matth xi. 21. Gal. i. 15. 
Queſt. 5. And have you with deliberation and 
reſolution, unreſervedly cloſed with the offer'd 74 


 deemer, upon the terms of diſcipleſhip he has ſpe- 


Cified ; viz. of taking up his croſs, denying your- 


{elves and following him, Fobn i. 12. Luke ix. 23. 


-=== XIV. 26. That is, have you been, and are you 
willing, and heartily reſolved, to quit freely and 
chearfully your deareſt, natural and civil "intereſts, 
your friends, relations, eſtates, lives, liberties, re- 
penibel, if called to it, for the defence of truth, and 
be 0 el C5; readily 


0 


1 ent 


| readily * ſhame, ſolitude, poverty and death ? 
Are you willing alſo to abandon your own righte- 
puſneſs, all your religious performances in point of 
dependance ; and ab/olutely, immediately, and freely 
forſake all your darling luſts, and embrace ſtrict ho- 
lines? What fayeſt thou ſinner ? how is it with 
thee in theſe reſpects, willing or not? What, does 
that man ſay it's hard? I cannot now wretched 
foul! as the Lord lives thou art a dead man. 
Rueft. 6. Are old things paſſed ns 8 2 Cor. v. 
T7. As particularly, 

(..) P thy old hlindneſs removed ? ? 1 Pet. i. 4. 
\ 'Thy 0d fecurity diſturb d? Luke xi. 21. 
1 3.) Thy old hope Japp'd at the foundation 9 

Rom: vii. 9. 
(A.) Th old enmity againſt God's people /ub- 
455 Can. n h 
: (5.) Thy old carnal worldly thoughts, affections 
_ and. practice altered, or are they ſtill as they were? 
Why then I may ſay to tliee as the apoſtle Peter to 
Simon Magus, Acts viii. 21, 23. Thou baſt neither 
hart ner bot in this matter: for thy heart is not right 
in the ſight of God. I perceive thou art in the gall of 
bitterneſs, aud in the bond of iniquity,  -. 
Ve. 7. Are all things made n 2 Cor, v. 
17. Ass particularly, 
(i.) Haſt thou that new light in the underfiands 
ing Adi xxvi. 18. 
(2.) >" Paule in the will Pfl. *. 3. 
diets | — 
—(3.) That proneneſsi in the chef God-ward, and 
heay en-ward, which I before deſcribed ? Cal. iii. 2. 
'. (4-) That tenderneſs of conſcience? 
(5. ) That zenaciouſneſe of m repedine dis | 
vine things? P/al. exix. 98. 
(6.) That ah: 46 in proiice which was be- 
fre Geeribed 7 5 
o. 8. 
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. -Dueft., 8. Have you had that 4% of God, that 
likeneſs' to God, that love for God and his people, 
which was before ſpoken of? ' "2"  _ + 

Queſt. . Is your obedience evangelical, univere 
al, continual ® But I proceed to the Dork 
23. USE, which is of conviction aud terror, to 

_ thoſe that are not born again. But who are they, 

and what may afford them neceſſary terror? 

- Firſt, more generally, you are they who cannot 
with a good conſcience ſay Va, in anſwer to the 
nine queſtions I propoſed before. © - 
But more particularly, i 

1. May perſons make a ſtrict profeſſion of piety, 
and be admitted to, and enjoy religious privileges, and 
ſo paſs for chriſtians, and yet be unconverted ? How 
far then are you from this bleſſed change, who even 
feorn to profeſs Chriſt and picty, who diſdain and 
diſtlaim the very name Saint, as a term of reproach, 
a badge of diſhonour, and grin and ſhow your teeth, 
(filly ſouls!) when the very word is but mentioned 
in your hearing? remember for this you ſhall zna/b 
your teeth in hell, except ye repent. I ſuppoſe = 
you think to be ſaved without the new birth, in a 
way of your own contrivance, (O blind males) 
ay, but then the devil, your dear father, and. your 
brethren the ſons of Belial, the whole crew of pro- 
phane unclean rebels, and venemous vermin, the 
| burdened earth now bears, or hell contains, muſt be 
ſaved along with you, and a pretty company you 
would make all together! would you not? a fine 
heaven indeed | How can you expect that CHriſt 
will own you hereafter, when you will not ̊n 
Mon monroe ne cont ey 
2. May people be convinced of fin, and of their 
loſt and deplorable condition becauſe of fin, fo as 
to be in great diſtreſs about it, without being ew 
born? Alas then ! what will become of you who 
are yet ſecure and aſleep in fin ? 2. May 


. 
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23. May perſons be reſtrained from groſs impie- 
ties, and yet be in a ſtate of death, eſtranged from 
this divine birth? ON what will then become of you, 
who give a looſe to prophaneneſs, ſwearing, whor- 
ing, fabbath-breaking, drunkenneſs, uncleanneſs, 
fraud, and the deriſion of what is good? Is not 
burnings, burnings from God, burnings hotter than 
Sodam s. flame, like to be your portion? 
4. May perſons attain the form of piety, and be 
externally regular in the performance of all religi- 
ous duties, and yet not be new born? then wretch- 
ed ſinners ! how far are you from this divine birth, 
who prophane God's name, ſlight his word and orat- 
nances, by neglecting to attend upon the one, and 
to /zek-preparation for the other, who as fearleſl 
as prophanely, violate his holy ſabbaths, and neglect 
many poſitive duties of religion? read that paſſage 
of God s word, and bluſhand tremble, Matth. v. 20. 
F. May people have great gifts, and good moti- 
ens, and want this new birth, I have been treating 
upon? then what will become of you, ignorant 
fouls, eſpecially ſuch of you as are willingly igno- 
rant? how far are you from a ſound converſion to 
God, which begins in light and #zowledge ? 1 Cor. 
iv. 6. And how far will you be at laſt from ob- 
taining that 7heritance converſion qualifies perſons 
for ? 7 xxvii. 11. 2 Theſ. i. 7, 8. e 
6. May perſons have a partial alteration upon 
ſome or all the porwers of their ſouls, and be almoſt 
perſuaded to be real chriſtians, and yet be void of 
the new birth? what will become of you, hardned 
zwretches, every of whoſe facultiss are perhaps alter- 
ed for the wor/e, whoſe necks are as an iron ſinew, 
and whoſe brow is braſs ? Phariſees, heathens and 
devils outdo you in what is good. The * 7 
in moſt or in all the outward duties of religion, Phil. 
Hi, the heathens in their morality (perhaps) 17 2 
„„ 9 : . 3 
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the Turks, or ſome of them, have had a greater con- 


cern about their ſouls than thou haſt: remember 


trembling Felix, and be aſnamed of thy horrible ſtu- 


pidity: yea, the very devils tremble, and yet thou 
art ſenſeleſs. O man! is thy breaſt adamant, or thy 


bowels iron, that thou thus ſlighteſt the terrors of 


the Almighty, which ſet themſelves in battle array 
againſt thee ? canſt thou imagine that thou art new 
born, or ſhall be ſaved in this condition? no, no: 
be not deceived, the devil himſelf would find as ea- 
ſy an admiſſion into heaven, as thou in thy preſent 


condition, as our text demonſtrates. 

7. May perſons have a zeal for religion, as Fehu 
and others, and yet be unconverted ? O then] what 
will become of you /:f2le/5, liſtleſs, careleſs Galed's in 
religious affairs, who do not care a ſtraw whether 


religion proſpers or not, if you can but get worldly 
_ proſperity, if you can but with Gehazi get the changes 


of raiment, with Judas carry the bag, or with cur- 
| ſed Achan get the wedges of gold, you care not per- 


haps, tho? for it, you ihould betray Chriſt's cauſe, 
and bring judgments upon others? but won't ſuch 
luke-warm, ſelfiſh wretches be pued out of Chriſfs 
mouth? Rev. iii. 16. How far are ye, poor ſouls, 


from this divine birth? | 


8. May unconverted perſons come ſo far as to 


job God's people, a/ſociate with them, and delight 
in hearing of God's word, and attending upon his or- 
dinances ? how far then are thoſe from regenerati- 
on, or the way to it, who do not come half fo far as 
hypocrites in this? inſtead of aſſociating with God's 
people, they carefully avoid their company, deride 


them, and ſpitefully abuſ⸗ them, and moſt contemp- 


tuouſly neglect opportunities of hearing God's word, 


inſtead of delighting in it, and that forſooth-becauſe 


the preacher won't be falſe to God and fouls, and 
_ preach ſinsoth things according to their fancy. . 
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Herod, that heard John the baptiſi olady,ri riſe 1 up in 
judgment atlaſt, and condemn the haughty and con- 
temptuous wretches of this generation ? 

9. May perſons be brought to mourn for fin, with 
bitterneſs and anguiſb, and yet be ſtrangers to the 
new birth, as Ahab and Zudgs ? how far then are 
_ thoſe monſters in nature from converſion, who in- 

ſtead of mourning for their impieties, boa/ of them, 
and ſo glory in their /hame © But what are the miſe- 

riesof thoſe and all other kinds of unconverted ſinners? 
Auſiv. 1. Ve are blind men, Acts xxvi. 18, Ye 
fee not the beauty of holineſs, of Chriſt and heaven, 
otherwiſe ye would not live as ye do, John iv. 10. 
(2.) Poor men, however you ſwell and ſtrut in 
worldly wealth and grandeur, Rev. iii. 17. 

(3.) ad men, Pſpl. xiv. 1. compared with x. 1. 
Lute xv. 17. You act like diſtracted men, in pre- 
ferring fin to holineſs, periſhing ſenſual gratificati- 
ons, to the pure, ſinleſs and everlaſting delights that 
are at God's right hand. Don't you act like fools, 
in preferring your /ufts to God and Ghrift? your 
worldly gain, which ſts but for a moment, to an- 
immortal crown of 1ife and does not your folly 
and madneſs eminently appear, in your daring to 
affront ſuch a Jovereign infinite Majefly, whom 
can neither overcome, deceive or aveid | whoſe loving- 
kindneſs is better than /ife, but whoſe anger is worſe 
than death? and you will find it fo in a little time, 
when you ſhall wiſh for death as a hactuay om 
it, but ſhall not obtain your deſire. 

n wholly void ofdivine liſe, Eab.i ii. I 

(5:) Darkned men, or men under the power of 

_ darknefs, Eph. v. 8. Col. i. 13, By which meta- 

phor the ſcriptures expreſs all . of miſery, Plats 
XXIli. 4. Matth. xxii. 1 3. Jai. 1. 10. 8 

(6.) Poſſeſſed men, under the power and govern- 


ment, auf in the flir ofthe devil, * 
vaſla 


_ vaſſals, Tube xi. 21.1 Jun ir 8. x0. 2 Tim. 26. 
"Fs (7-) You are cur ſed men, curſed by the God that 
made 


you, which none can revoke but himſelf, and 
which has declared he will not, unleſs ye repent, 
Gal. iii. 10. Luke xiii. 3. He! or $8 16 
(8.) You are condemned men, John iii. 18. 
_ (9.) Guilty men, Mark iv. 12. And remember, 
God has ſaid, he will by no means. clear the -guilty, 
Numb. xiv. 18. | | | 


_ (10.) You are berraved men, ſecluded from, and 
bereaved of all the notices, and ſweet intimations of 


God's peculiar favour and friendſbip, in this world, 


or in the next. Vou are without God in the world, 


and what can be worſe than this? Eph. ii. 12. 
And as you are juſtly deprived of his love, ſo you are 
continually expoſed to his wrath, John iii. 36. You 
are the very children of the devil by imitation and 
polſeſſion, the ſeed of the ſerpent, Gen. iii. 15, 1 John 
1k DoD JOEL 4465 EE NULL. 
(I.) Miſerable men : you are not only void of 
true light, life, comfort, in this world, but of any 
intereſt in the inheritance of God's choſen in the 
next, as our text aſſerts, and are intitled to a very 
contrary portion, e · ˙ . / 
(12.) Murdering men, cruel murderers, ſelf: mur. 
derers, ſoul-murderers, Exel. xviii, 31, 32. 
ü Wy LION TO „„ 
(. Iz.) Inexcuſable men : your eternal damnation is 
but the natural and neceſſary fruits of your own wick- 


— 


edneſs and obſtinacy, in rejecting againſt your o.]n 


fouls, God's repeated warnings and invitations; and 


therefore it is but juſtice, and that not owing to a- 


ny rigorous /everity of God, but intirely to your ow 

3 and 7 —— againſt your ſalues, that you 
ſhould periſh, Hof. xiii. 9. As xiii. 46. And this 
you will be forced to own at laſt, to God's bonours 
and your own Hume, Matth. xxii, 11, 12. 1 


ou 


— 
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yoo have ſlighted the remedy, provided with infinite 
for fin, This will make your fin inexcnſable, your 
83 unavoidable, and yourſelves'unworthy of 
pity, becauſe your miſery is a volun wy N but 
the fruits of your own choice, P/al..xcv. 8, 11. 
Matth. xxii. 3, 5. xxili. 37. Prov. XXiX. T. 
What unf cable pain will your reflexions upon 
theſe things cauſe in your conſciences to eternity 
Mark ix. 44. Jai. Ixvi. 24. Ol. think of theſe 
things and apply them to heart, before-it is too late, 
k wa never 1 until An get converting grace. 
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An Expoſtulatory Mournful ADDRESS to 
tbe UNCONVERTED, with ſome D1- 
RECTIONS to the REGENERATE. 


Added by Way . APPENDIX, to pong 
ceeding S ERM ON. 


Dear e 5 
Ob have heard the nature and neceſſ- 


4 Wi of regeneration opened, with it's pe- 

I culiar and ting characters de- 

: 7 Re /cribed, in the preceeding ſermon : 
Snow don't you ſee that you are with- 
out this gracious change, that you have not been con- 
vinced of and humbled for ſin, as was explained, nor 
diſtreſs d about your loſt ſtate, ſo as to be ſhut * 
85 LR rif, as the only door of hope? ps 
ou ſee that you want the experience 8 

an ph , Univerſal and effectual alteration of all 


us - facultits and powers, a thorough change of your 
prattice ? 
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practice? Alas! are you not yet as carnal, and 
worldly minded as ever? don't you yet retain your 
old /hyneſ5 of, and enmity againſt God's dear chil- ; 

- dren, your old averſion to ſtrict holineſs? Alas do i 
ye not retain your old carnal fecurity, and falſe 
hope of heaven, whatever has been ſaid to awake 
and detect you notwithſtanding ?\"_ 

O brethren ] what do ye deſign to do? will xe il 
live contentedly in ſuch a ſtate, in which ye can- — 

not ſee God's face in mercy ? Perhaps ſome may ſay, | 
I defign to turn to God afterwards. Anſ. Poor fin= | 
ners this practice has a manifold evil in it: it's | 1 
diſhonourable to God, hurtful to others, and/pre= |} 
judicial to yourſelves. | wo. 

I. 1 is diſbonourable to God, in three reſpects. 

(f.) It contains in it bold rebellion againſt his au- 
thority, which enjoins you to turn ſpeedily, even 
to day, P/al. xcv. 7, 8. Heb. iii. 7. 2 Cor. vi. 2. 

- (2.) A prophane contempt of his Majeſty : for by 
your delays, you prefer the devil, the world, and 
your luſts before him, by obſerving their commands 
firſt, and by giving them the prime of your ſtrength _ 
and years; than which, what can be more abomi- 
nable, baſe, and degenerous ? what, to prefer the 
| viteft evil before the greateſt good ! the baſeſt tyrant 
before the be/# and moſt beneficent maſternCU] W. 

(3.) Cruel ingratitude againſt his mercy ; that in- 
ſtead of improving the morning of your time in the 
ſervice of it's author, you ſhould abuſe it to his ar. 
honour, in the ſervice of his ſtated and implacabls 
enemy. Miſerable ſouls ! is this the way you requite 
the good God for all the multiplied kindneſſes he 

has youchſafed upon you? And will ye thus er- 
fake the fountain of living waters, and hunt after _ 
broken empty cifterns 2 Jer. ii. 13. Is not ingrati- 
tude a moſt complicated and atrocious evil? a ve- 


* 


heathen could fay, Si ingratum dixeris, omnia 
4 :xerts, If you name ingrati itude, you mention all 
that is bad. | 
2. Your delays are hurtful to ers for what 
has a more. pernicious inſnaring influence than a 
bad example? By this you 7nduce others to fin, 
encourage them and harden them in it, and thereby 
are like to bring them, and yourſelves with them, 
to deſtruction, Prov. ii. 18, 19. -- Xill.- 20. 
Suppoſe you yourſelves ſhould be turned to God af- 
terwards, (which is not probable) how could you 
per /uade thoſe you have debauohed by your irreligious 
example, to embrace that piety, which they through 
your criminal influence, have an inveterate præju- 
dice againſt. O. if you had any love to the ſouls 
of others, and particularly of your own dear rela- 
zrves, would ye thus confpire with the grand ene- 
my of ' mankind, i 8 the damnation of 
ber. ou proſeſs an affection for? But, 
our delays are peculiarly projudicial fo your 
ſelves, upon many accounts. 
(1.) They are exceeding perilaus, becauſe of 2 
_ threefold uncertainty. - 
(1. Of fe. Jam. iv. 13. for what is our life 2 | 
it is even a vapour which appeareth for a little time, 
and then vaniſbeth away. I — Cag Dr work 
while the day laſts, 25 e night cometh no man 
on work, 
_ + (2. Of the means of grace, and 4 of toati- 
en. Hence we are commanded es = hight, 
while we have the light. | 
5. ag Of a bleſſing upon theſe means. Converſion 
od's gift, Ezek. xxxvi. 26. which he confers 
in his own appointed time, not according to our plea- 
ſure, 2 Tim. ii. 26, Therefore we ſhould carefully 
improve every opportunity: for if we will not wit 
earneſtneſs perform the outward duties of 1. 2 
_ Wale 


2 Eepofalatey Aueh. W 


while we can, it is juſt with God to leave us ſo 


ieee Again, 


( 2.) Every delay hardens the heart more and more; 


ly introduces a ſinful cuſtom, and thereby ren- 
ders converſion the more difficult, Fer. xiii. 23. 


(3) Auęments the number and heinouſneſs of your 


iniquities, and „ iy Why the divine indignation ; for 
one fin naturall 7 leads to, and diſpoſeth for ano- 
ne as deep ca 
XCy. 8, 9, 10% 11. 

(4. L 
There is but one example of this in the holy ſcrip- 
tures, vix. that of the thief upon the croſs; neither 


cCan it be proved that this man deferred his repen- 


tance with that view or expectation, that he ſhould 
obtain it at laſt. Read and conſider that terrible 
ſcripture, Marth. xxiv. 48, 49. 


(S.) A purpoſe of deferring conver fion and repent 


tance is inconſiſtent with a ſincere . | 


pent, 1 Pet. veg. 
(6.) To delay in matters of ſuch moment is the 
molt perfect madneſi. Would he not act like a di- 
ſtracted man who was bit with a poiſonous ſerpent, 
or had drunk poiſon, or was mortally wounded, and 
yet would tarry ſome conſiderable time before he 


would: ſend 1 a furgeon, take an antidote, or apr 
Ply a ary ot 
lays are very contrary to the practice of 


| 6052 people, P/al. cxix. 60. I made haſte and delay- 
ed not to keep thy commandments, 
1.868.) But if we could be certain of obtaining afannd 


comjeion at laſt, (which is not attainable, thoſe 


_ thatwilfully delay are then like tobe forſaken, Prov. 


i. 28.) it would be baſe and diſingenuous to treat 
the Almighty ſo as it is not lawful to treat any. f 


our fellow creatures, Prov. iii. 28. and ſo as we 
wound not have the Almigbiy to treat * Pjal. Cit, 
| 3 


leth unto deep, Pal. xlii. 7. 


te Repentance is ſeldom true and genuine. «©, 


63 An Expoſtulatory Addreſs. 
3. But to perſuade you, if poſſible, to turn to God 
ſpeedily, and ſeek convertinggrace, conſider ſeriouſly, 
I. That God the Father calls you, Fer. xviii. II. 
Now therefore go to, ſpeak to the men of Judah and 
to the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, Thus faith the Lord, 
Behold I frame evil againſt you, and deviſe a device 
againſt you return ye now. every one from his evil 
way, and make your way and your doings good. Ezek. 
xxxiii. IT. Say unto them, As I live, faith the Lord, 
Ged, I have no pleaſure in the death of the wicked, 
| but that the withed turn from bis way, and live. Turn 
Fe, turn ye from your evil ways, for why will ye die, 
O houſe of Iſrael? I know not a more piercing and 
moving text in the whole ſcripture than this: O 
methinks it is enough to melt a rock, to make a heart 
of iron move. The ingemination or repetition of the 
the intreaty, turn ye, turn ye , and alſo the note of 
ebſecration, O Tirael ! is very expreſſive, (I.) Of the 
great weight of the matter ſpoken. (2.) Of the ſin- 
cerity and earneſtneſs of God's deſire after the hap- 
Pineſs of true penitents: for it ſeems by the con- 
text, that they queſtioned whether they ſhould live, 
altho? they did repent and reform, v. 10. (3.) The 
Aupidity and obſtinacy of finners, that want ſo many 
warnings, why will ye die? why will ye act fo un- 
reaſonably and unaccountably, as to be wilful procu- 
rers of your own eternal death? O ! will you not 
hear the groans and complaints ofa God? 

2. The Lord Feſus calls thee, O unconvert 
finner ! (1.) By declaring the happineſs thou mayeſt 
ettain by converſion, Matth. v. 8. Bleſſed are the 
pure in heart : for they ſhall ſee God. (2.) By ex- 
preſſing the danger thou art like to incur by the want 
of it, John iii. 3, 5. (3.) By offering the kindeſt 

encouragements to thoſe convinced and diſtreſſed 
ſinners, that honeſtly, earneſtly and per ſeveringly ſeek 
it, Matth. xi. 28. John vi. 37. John vii. 37. * 

; the 


* 
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the laſt day, that great day of the feaſt, Feſus flood and 
mal, e, any man 257 lei — ee me 
and drink.” Rev xxii. 17, --=- iii, 20. Behold I and 

at the door and knock, if any man will open the door, 
Iwill come in and. ſup with him, and he with me. Þ 
And, (4.) When ungrateful ſinners-will not com- 
ply with his reaſonable, encouraging, heart-affect- 
ing and condeſcending invitations, then does the holy - | 
Feſus take a mournful complaint, and bewail over _ | 
their ob/#inacy againſt him, and cruelty to their own. 
fouls, John v. 40. Le will not come unto me that ye 3 | 


Kao 


might haue life O ſinner | haſt thou a heart hard 
enough to withſtand an intreating, woing, dying Sa- 
viour ? confider his ſavereignty and /elf-/ufficiency, | 
that his happineſs cannot admit of ks or decay, 1 
that it is equally incapable of addition or diminuti- 
on, that thy goodneſs cannot extend to him, Plal. xvi, 
2. and wonder at, and comply with, his ſurprizing 
condeſcenſion. I think Dr. Watts expreſſes this mat- 
ter in one of his lyrick poems, with admirable beauty. 
and energy of language, after the following manner: 
Did ever pity ſtoop ſo loro, 
% Dreſi'd in divinity in blood? 
fas ever rebel courted ſa, . N 
« With groans of an expiring God? 

3. The Holy Spirit, the thirdperſon of the adorable 
trinity, invites you to turn to God, by the good in- 
clinations he ſtirs up in you, which if you continue 
to oppoſe, he will withdraw for ever, and ſtrive no 
more with you, Gen. vi. 3. And alſo by his good 
word propoſed to you, Rzv. xxii. 17. And the ſpirit, - A 

and the bride ſay, Come. And let himthat is athirſt come: 1 
andwhoſoever will, let him take the twater of life freely. 2 
And will ye be fo cruel and barbarous as to reſiſt, to =. 
your owndamnation, the kind invitations and com- 
paſſionate calls of the God that "made . the Sa- 
viour that bought you, and the Hoh Gbeſt who of- 
fers to ſanctiſy you? 4. Does 
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4. Does not the 2word of God in all it's branches, 
| '_ whetherof terror or comfort, alarm or invite you to 
1 zurn from ſin to Gad? and will you withſtand all 
Il © the allurementꝭ of the mildeſt lenity and pity,” and 
all the arguments ofthe möſt awful majgſty, and juſt 
| 1 ſcverity? have ye no ingenuity, and are ye loſt to 


what then can be done with you?)? 
5. Does not the providence of God loudly call you 
to ſeek regenerating grace ? ſhould not God's mer- 
cies lead you to repentance © Rom. ii. and his judg- 
ments upon yourſelves and others, deter you from 
fin, which produces ſuch' bitter effects even in this 
life, which are but a ſmall preſage of what muſt be 
endured in the next, unleſs repentance prevent: and 
eſpecially when you hear of any being removed. by 
death, O ! you hive reaſon to tremble and quake, 
as not knowing but you ſhall be the next, and yet 
are ſo unprepared for it. Are ye ſo deaf and obſti- 
nate, that ye will not hear the terrible trumpet of 
God's judgments ? Joel ii. 1. Blow ye the trumpet 
in Zion, and found an alarm in my holy mountain: 
let all the inhabitants of the land tremble— 

6. Do not the faithful miniſters of God call you 
again and again, with utmoſt earneſtneſs, to turn to 
God, as they are commanded, Jai. lviii. 1. Cry a- 
loud, fpare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and 

. ſhew my people their tranſgreſſions, and the houſe of 

| Jacob their fins. 2 Cor. v. 20. New then we are am- 

1  baſſaders for Chriſt, as though Gad did beſeech you by 

us, tos pray you in Chriſt'sſtead, be ye reconciled to God. 
And what abundant ſatisfaction would your ſincere 
eonverſion yield to their oppreſſed burdened heart? 

and will ye have no compaſſion either upon them, 
who travail in birth for you, till Chriſt be formed in 

740 vou, or upon your own-/ouls ? are ye reſolved upon 

wo vour own deſtruction? why will ye die, poor ſinners? 

| - 7. Do not your own conſciences, thoſe * 

| . 


LES 
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of God in your, boſoms, call you and urge you to 
turn, and tell you that it is now high time ; — 5 
have ſerved ſin and ſatan too long already? do they 
not repreſent to you a diſmal map of thoſe miſeries 


you ſhall quickly feel if ye turn not ? and will ye'be 


deaf to the warnings of your own minds? don't you 
know that if your heart condemns you, God isgreater 
than 3 — heart and knows all things? 1 John iii. 
20. Will not your holding and ftrangling the truth 
in unrighteouſneſs, prepare matter for the moſt pain- 
Jul, tormenting and never-ending reflexions in the o- 
ther world, when conſcience, however u xled now, 
ſhall have full liberty to ſpeak ? won't it prey, like an 
old vulture, upon your Heart-ſtrings then, think you? 
_ 8. Does not your reaſon call you to turn from 
fin to Fehovab, by ſhewing you the neceſſity and 
equity of this change? viz. That it is not reaſon- 
able to expect the favourable ſmiles, and uninter- 
rupted enjoyment of a righteous holy God, without 
likeneſs to him; and that it is but equal you ſhould 
improve the powers you have received from God 
in his ſervice, and make ſome grateful returns for 
his unmerited kindneſs. | | 
9. Does not the happineſs of heaven invite you 
to /eek converting grace, without which ye cannot 
be a partaker of it? and are you willing, miſerable 
fouls! to be for ever ſeparated from the light and love, 
the joys and triumphs of that bleſſed fare ? Y 
| 10. Should not the:#orments of hell alarm you to 
Nies from that place of perfect and miſerable miſery, 
which you cannot eſcape without converting grace? 
The damned in hell while they lived here, were care- 
leſs of their ſalvation: how deplorable, alas, is their 
condition now O what would they give for the 
like opportunities, they have had and neglected ? 
was not this the complaint of Dives ? he wanted 
Tome body to go and tell his brethren, that = 
8 b 5 mig 
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_ Gleanſed from their deformity, and made the ſons of 


might not-corne into that place of torment. Luke 
xvi. 23, 24, 27, 28. hear how damned Dives roars 
and groans: In hell he lift up his eyes, being in torment, 


and cried, and ſaid, Father Abraham, have mercy on 
me, and ſend Lazarus that he may. dip the tip of his 


| finger in water, and cool my tongue, for Tam torment- 
ed in this flame. s pray thee therefore, : that thou 


wouldeſt ſend him to my father*s hauſe, for I have five 


brethren, that he may teſtify unto them, leſt they al- 
f come into this place of torment. 7 1 
II. May not the nece//ity of this change excite you 
to ſeek after it? Ye can neither eh, G here by 
an eye of faith, or enjoy him bereafter without it, 
Maith. v. 8. John iii. 3, 5. So that it is abſolutely 
neceſlary ; you may live a contented happy life, 
without much riches, or great honours, but you 
can't taſte of true happineſs without holineſs, Heb. 
xii. 14. This is the one thing neceflary, which who- 
ſoever chooſeth, poſſeſſeth not only the beſt, but the 
moſt neceſſary part; the Lord Fe/us contemns the 
care of many things before this, Lutte x. 14. 
12. The excellency of it: for as much as it re- 
ſtores the defaced image of God in us (which is the 
beauty of our nature) to ſome degree of it's primitive 


lufire, and thereby capacitates us to anſwer the de- 


nz of our being, which is to ſerve and enjoy our 
creator and redeemer ; without this, we muſt be an- 
Profitable here, and miſerable hereafter, | ; 
13. The proefitableneſs of it. je oo OR 
(I.) Does it not advance us unto the higheſt ho- 
nours? 1 Sam. ii. 30. Rev. i. 5, 6. For thereby Fe- 
hovah, who is the fountain of honour, becomes our 


| fatber, the Lord Feſus our husband, angels our guards 
and attendants, and the #riumphant and militant 


church our brethren, Is it a matter of no moment 
for poor polluted duſt, heirs of hell and wrath, to be 
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a Hog, nay, to be made #:ngs and priz/ts to God ? 
does not the apoſtle John ſpeak with ſurprize and 
admiration concerning this privilege ? x Jobn iii. 
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1. Beholdwhat manner of loue the father hath beſtowed 


upon us that we ſbould be called the ſons of Go 
(2.) Does not converſion inſtate us in the 3 
pleaſures, even ſuch as reſult from the embraces of a 
God of infinite exrellency, beauty and glory? 
- (3.) Does it not intitle us to the moſt /a/ting be- 
nefits, the peculiar favour and friendſhip of an m- 
nipotent, omnipreſent, beneficent and everlaſting God, 
which can't expire, (becauſe of the invariableneſs of 
his nature and covenant) ſo long as God lives? does 
not this intitle to a kingdom that hath foundations 
perfectly freed from thoſe variations and viciſſitudes, 


to which every thing ſublunary is expoſed, 79 4 houſe 


not made with hands, eternal in the heavens, whoſe 
builder and maker is God? Fohn ill. 3. 
14. The reaſonableneſs of it: is it not highly ra- 


tional to ſecure an infinite good, Col. i. 12. and to 
guard againſt an infinite evil, both of in and puniſb- 


ment, to preſerve a pure peace-ſpeaking conſcience, 
and pleaſe. that ſovereign maje/ty, from whoſe good 
pleaſure our beings and all the bleſſings we poſſeſs or 
expert, proceed; upon whoſe power and providence, 


we have our continued dependance? now without 


converting grace we cannot obtain thoſe privileges, 
as has been before proved: wherefore then, O ſin- 
ner, doſt thou not importunately cry to God for, 
and earneſtly. labour after this change & 
15. The freeneſ5 of it: is not the life of the con- 


verted, the Vreeſt life? John viii. 36. F the ſon 


therefore ſhall make you free, ye ſhall be free indeed, 
Regenerate perſons are made free from their natu- 
ral bondage to /in, ſatan, death, the law of God as a 


covenant of works, and the curſes threatned for the 


breach of that covenant. 5 ſinner, while thou 
| art 


- 
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at this, and be horribly afraid! doſt thou tickle at 
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art without the new birth, thou art a miſerable cap- 
tive to all theſe, John viii. 34. 2 Tim. ii. 26. Gal, 
iv. 25. Heb. ii. 15. John iii. 36. What! art thou 
contented with this woful captivity to the worſt of 
tyrants? art thou contented to be ſtript of all thy 
original raiment, and clothed with baſeſt rags, con- 
fined in the darkeſt dungeon, impriſoned in the pit 
wherein is no water, ſtarved for want ofbread, wound- 
ed and left half dead; chained with maſſy and un- 
wieldy fetters: this is really the rueful fate of every 
unconverted finner, az. Ixiv. 6. Zech. ix. 1 1. Col. 
i. 13. P/al, xl. 2. xxxviii. 5. Jai. xliv. 20. 
lv. 2. Luke x. 30. Acts viii. 23. And now when 
the morning of mercy dawns, when the dove of heu- 
ven deſcends after the fatal ſhipwreck of our firſt pa- 
rents apoſtacy, with a peaceful olive in his bill, and 
life and immortality is brought to light; when Zi- 
on's King iſſues out royal proclamations of pardon, 
and the filver trumpet of the peaceful goſpel ſweetly 
 founds a joyful jubilee, proclaims liberty, liberty to 
the forlorn captives, a valuable, coſtly and everlaſt- 
ing liberty, 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. when the bleſſed Lord 
FJeſus offers to open the priſon doors, and ſet the 
captive free from his chains, darkneſs, penury and 
death, and to heal him with his wounds, and clothe 
him with his 7:ghteouſne/s ; won't you accept of 
this free and invaluably precious offer ? what, not 
accept of liberty and life Be aſtoniſhed, O heavens, 


the acceptance of ſuch an offer? why then, wretch, 
thou deſerveſt to be damned, that thou mayeſt feel 
the fruits of thy abhorred obſtinacy ! and damned 
thou ſhalt be, as certainly as Chrift is true, except 
thou repent, John viii. 24. Such felf-traytors de- 
ſerve no pity, neither from God nor man. 

16. The /afzty of it: the converted perſon has 
God to be his ſhield and ſanctuary, his ſure refuge, 
+ and 
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and exceeding great reward, P/al, xviii. 1. 1a, 
XxXxii. 2, Gen xv. 1, And who then can hurt them, 
or make them afraid? Rom. viii, 28. P/al, xxili. 4. 
--== Xliii, 1. Xlvi..2, 3. How ſecure and plea- 
fant muſt the repoſe of ſuch perſonsbe ? Pſal. iii. 5,6. 
But beforet his change, you are in danger of utter de- 
ſtruction every minute, and have no ſhelter to cover 
you from the vengeance of an angry God; why 

then, poor finners, will ye not turn to God, and 
ſeek converting grace ? „5 
17. The fivertneſs and pleaſure of it: as the re- 
generate perſons life is the , ſo it is the ſtubeet- 
e/t life, Prov. iii. 17. ho pi ways are ways of plea- 
. fantneſs, and all her paths are peace. Chriſt's yoke is 
eaſy, and his burden light. His commandments are 
not grievous, Matth. xi. 30. 1 John v. 3. It is true, 
there is no ſmall difficulty and pain that convinced 
perſons are expoſed to, before the bias of the heart 


is turned towards God, and new qualities infuſed 


into the ſoul; but when a perſon has got his heart 
changed, the power of fin broen, and a ſenſe of God's 
love ;, then the yoke of Chriſt is eaſy, he goes on in 
his way rejoicing, Acts v. 41. Now their joys hays 
theſe remarkable properties. EO 5 
1.) They are rational and ſolid, confirmed by and 


i ariling from conſideration and reflexion, and there- 


fore /uztable to the ſoul, which is the ſeat and ſoun- 
tain of our reaſon. Whereas, the pleaſures of ſin are 
but a flaſh, the reſult of a cruel rape upon the un- 
der/tanding by ſenſe, which according to the order of 
God and nature, ſhould be it's ſubject, _ 75 

(2.) Spiritual, proceeding from the Father of ſpi- 
rits, and ſo adapted to the ſoul, which is of a ſpiri- 
tual and immaterial nature; but the pleaſures of ſin are 


gro/5 and ſenſual, only ſuitable for the gratificationso f 


the lower paſſions and appetites, which beaſts poſſeſs 
in common with men. STEEL 
ä (3.) Peace- 
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« (3.) Peaceful, Prov. iii. 6+ they introduce a 
2 calm into the ſoul, Gal. vi. 16. whereas 
the pleaſures of ſin muſt needs produce you and 47 - 
order, Tſai. xlviii. 22. Heb. xil. 15. 

1 (4. Perpetual ; either in ſeed or t ate or 
1 frame, habit or act, Fſal. cxix. 165. whereas the 
wa ſtolen pleaſures of fin can't be reflected upon, with- 
#2: out fame and horror, unleſs by men of reprobate 
minds, and ſeared conſciences, Rom. vi. 21. 

18. Do not all things in nature bend to their own 
good ? The very irrational animals by a natural in- 
ſtinct, ſeek after their own ſafety and welfare, the 
ſick dog will ſeek after a purgative herb to cure him 

ſelf, the ſwallow after celandine to cure her blind 

rg. ones, the wounded hart after dittany to heal 
her: but alas! few poor finners repair to Chriſt the 
great phy/ician, for eye-ſalve to cure their blindneſs, 
ev. iii. 18. Few haſten in earneſt to the branch 
that ſprung out of the fem of Feſſe, in order to get 
- a leaf from that tree of 70 to heal them; and one 
great reaſon is, becauſe they feel not their fc4ne/+ 
and ſores, Matth. ix. 12. 6 might not this care of 
thoſe poor creatures, who are deſtitute of the di- 
rection of reaſon, after their own ſafety, excite you 
who are bleſſed with that faculty they want, to ha- 
ſten to Chriſt, with the moſt earneſt ſolicitations 
for converting grace, without which you muſt die 
in your wounds. | 

19. May not the common care of mankind, about 
things of infinitely the lefler weight, excite you? 
W hat pains does the merchant, the mariner take, 

to increaſe his ſtock ? does he not ſpread his canvas 
Fil | wings, and fly a-croſs the broad and boiſterous deep, 
bo to the extremities of the earth, amidſt a vaſt viciſ-' 

1 ſitude of dangers, difficulties, and death? does he 


i not willingly endure the ſcorching ſummer heats, 
wy _ and the cold winter gu/ts ? ſleep departs from his 
14 Y 1 . 7 | | "4 D 4 | es, i 


An Expoſtulatory Addreſs, 77 
eyes, through the exceſs and anxiety of his fears and 
cares, and all this to gain or ſecure a little periſhing 
pelf. Do not farmers and tradeſmen take much 
the ſame pains, for the moſt part they riſe up early, 
and ſit up late, and eat the bread ofcarefulneſs, under 
inexpreſſible fatigue, and all to ſecure a little tran- 
ſient and unſatisfying gain; now will ye not be 
; perſuaded to take as much pains about your ſouls, 
lin ſeeking of, and labouring for converting grace) 
as the generality of men take about their bodies and 
eſtates, about an eternal, as they about a fempe- 
ral and tranſient good? will ye not? will ye not? 

unhappy ſinners ! O how aſtoniſhing is your mad. _ | 

ne! Holy and bleſſed God, enlighten the minds and | 

| change the hearts of theſe poor finners, and turn 

them from vanity to thyſelf __ N 

20. May not the care of thoſe who are without | 

the communion of the viſible church about their | 

ſalvation and happineſs alarm and excite you to ſeek ö 

after a renovation? How diligent are the dahome- 

. tans, who pray no leſs than five times every day ſta- 

_ tedly ? How famous for morality were ſome of the 

Pagans, as particularly, Seneca, Cato, Socrates ?“ 

What did not the Phari/zes do, whoſe fame was 

_ commended before others? ſome hiſtorians relate 

of them, that they wore thorns in the borders of 

"4 their garments, that when they ſat down, by the 

| pricking of theſe they might be remembred of the 

law; as alſo that they uſed to wear hats with very 

deep brims, to prevent their beingenſnaredby temp» 

ting objects, through the windows of the ſenſes; and 

that even in their beds, they were wont to hold a 

bullet in their hand, under which by the bed- ſide 

was placed a braſs bowl, that when they begun te | 

ſleep, the bullet falling out of their hand into the 1 

| bowl, might by it's report, awake them to prayer; l 

and yet the Lord Feſus aſſures us, That unleſs our 
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78 Au Expeſtulatory Addrefs. 
righteouſneſs exceed theirs, tue ſhall in no ways enter 
into the kingdom of God, Matth. v. 20. Wherefore 

that is not only neceflary to be done, which they 
did juſtly, but more, otherwiſe won't the Lord Fe- 
fas tell us, Do not the Publicans ſo? And theſe were 
not altogether negligent, Matth. v. 46, 47. 
N brief, every creature contained within the ſpa- 
cious verge of the whole creation, whether in the 
viſible beavers, the earth or ſea, may excite you; 
if you look upon the ſun, moon and ſlars, theſe o- 
bey their Creator, while you inſolently controul his 
authority. If you view the trees and plants upon 
the earth, or hes in the great ocean, thoſe bring 
forth their fruits in their kind, and attain the end 
_ of their creation, while you are barren and live in 
a continued oppofition to the grand deſign of your 
being. May not every pile of gra/5, or flower, or 
fruit you behold, be an awakening monitor to you? 
Once more conſider, I earneſtly beſeech you, as 
upon my bended knees, the few following motives, 
1. That heaven is the ſoul's center; (for which 
Tonverſion is a neceſfary preparative) behold ! how 
every thing in the great machine of the world in- 
_ lines to it's center; fee how the rivers in the ma- 
Ey wanderings, run with ſpeed to the great ocean, 
that fountain and original of waters; how ſwiftl 
do the ſparks fly upwards to their reſt, with what 
vehemency do ponderous hodiesdeſcend downwards 
to the earth ! Then may the ſinner ſay, is heaven 
Thy center, O my foul ! and ſhall theſe inanimate 
#hings exceed thee in their motion? ſhall every 
thing haſten to it's reſting place but thee ? was it 
mot the ſpeech of Naomi to her daughter-in-law 
he Mfabiteſs? Ruth iii. 1. Might we not ſay this 
To our poor fouls ? Shall I not ſeek reſt for thee, O 
my foul, under the wings of Chriſt, in the boſom 
of God, by imploring of, and labouring for con- 
verting grace ? 8 2. Con- 
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- 2, Conſider, it is your own concern: perhaps one 


would be ſlack about another*s bujine/5, who would 
not be ſo about his ; now this is your own bu- 
ſineſs, dear brethren ? whatever you get here, goes 
into your own 7reaſury ; here if you are wile, you 
are wiſe for yourſelves, but if you ſcorn advice, and 
inſtruction, you alone ſhall bear it, Prov. ix. 12. 
55 3 An eternal concern. Converſion entitles to, 
and fits for a kingdom which is not ſhaken, a crown 
which fadeth not away, 1 Cor. ix. 25. Are not 
worldly things valued according to their duration 
and permanency, and why ſhould not this? in com- 


pariſon of which, they are but fleeting ſhadows which 


kave no abiding, Eccleſ. vi. 12. 1 Chron. xxix. 1 5. 1 
Cor. vii. 31. What ſhall a marr give in exchange for 
his foul ?..if be ſhould gain the whole world and loſe 
his own ſoul, he would make but a poor bargain, 
Matth. xvi. 26. Mark viii. 36, 37. How much 


more, when men profanely ſell their fouls for a 


very inconſiderable part of it? | 
4. Would it not be your greateſt 2wi/adom ? are 
not thoſe called wiſe by the God of wiſdom, who 


conſider their latter end? Deut. xxxii. 29. And 


can that be conſidered to purpoſe, without labour 
after converſion to God? no ſurely, P/al. cxix. 59, 


60. Does not the want of this wiſdom make men 


like to bea/ts, nay worſe than they? P/al. xlix. 20. 
for is it not worſe to be like a beaſt, than to be one? 


Is it not a fool's property to want a heart, when he 


has a price to get wiſdom ? Prov. xvii. 16. 

5. Will not /alvation fully recompence all your 
pains? Certainly there is enough in the heavenly 
paradiſe, to make amends for all the labours, ſer- 
vices and ſufferings of the people of God here on 
earth ; for eye hath not ferns nor ear heard, neither 
. have entered into the heart of man, (to concerve) 
things which God hath prepared for them that love 
. N D + 4 3 him, 
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88 An Expoſlulatory Addreſs. 
him, 1 Cor. fi. ix. There, their prayers will be turn- 
ed into praiſes, their ſighs into ſongs, their tears in- 
to triumphs, their ſorrow into oy, their 1 into a 
frown, their reproaches into pearls, their labour into 
reſt, their darkneſs to light, their death to life and 
leve, Rev. v. 9. ---- xiv. 3. ---= Xv. 3. 1 Pet. i. 8. 
Heb. iv. 9. Rev. xxi. 4, 11, 12, 18, 19, 20, 21, 23. 
.==-=:XX11. I, 2. Has the crown of righteouſneſs, the 
crown of life, the crown of glory, which God hath 
promiſed to thoſe that love and prepare for his ap- 
pearance, 2 Tim. iv. 8. James i. 12. 1 Pet. v. 4. 
no influence on the ſinner? Haſt thou no deſire af- 
ter that place of pure, conſummate and everlaſting 
delight, where neither ſighing nor ſorrow have any 
acceſs or reſidence? Rev, xxi. 4. Why then, thou 
art worſe than Balaam the conjurer, Numb. xxiii. 
10. Ifyou have, then ſeek converting grace, elſe your 
_ defires are like to be as vain as his. Prov. xiii. 4. 
Pray ob ſerve, that tho? nothing can recompence for 
the neglect, and 25 of our /alvation, yet ſalvation 
will recompence for the neglect and loſs of all other 
things, Matth. xvi. 26. Is it not better to be ſcof- 
fed at for being too ſtrict and ſpeedy in travelling u- 
pon Zion's road, than to be damned for being too 
looſe and low ? © f . . 
6. Won't your finful ſloth (againſt the light of 
your own minds) in ſeeking regenerating grace, ag- 
gravate your puniſhments in hell? Luke x. 12, 
13, 15. It. hall be more tolerable for Sodom and Go- 
morrah --- Luke xv. 22. 45 had not come and 
* ſpoken to them, they had not had fin : but now they 
have no cloak for their im. 2 : 
7. Is there not encouragement for earneſt ſeekers, for 
true penitents? Matth. xi. 12. The kingdom of heawen 
- fufferethviolence, and the violent take it by force, Let 
the convinced, diſtreſſed finner read the following 
ſcriptures, Jahn vi. 37. vii. 37. Rev. iii. 20. Ji. 3 
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affection, recorded in the parable of the prodigal, 
Lake xv. is enough I think to invite the moſt ob- 
ſtinate ſinner to turn to God. No ſooner did the 
poor prodigal begin to turn to his father, but im- 
mediately his father ſpied him a great way off, his 
bowels were moved with compaſſion towards him, 
and he haſtened to his relief, ver. 20. Mr. Henry, I 
think, glofleth excellently upon this verſe. - *.(1.) 
« Saith he, Here were eyes of mercy, and theſe very 
« quick-ſighted; when he was yet a great way. of 


< they are gone aſtray from him, to ſee whether 


ce firſt inclination towards him. (2.) Here were 
* bowels of mercy, and thoſe bowels turning with - 


ven the miſery of a ſinner, though he has brought 


God is to ſhew mercy. . The prodigal came ſlow- 
ly, under a burden of ſhame and fear, but the 
tender father runs to meet him with his encou- 
ragements, (4.) Here were arms of mercy, and 
& theſe arms ſtretched out to embrace him; he 
« fell on his neck, though guilty, and deſerving to 
be beaten; though dirty, and newly come from 


40 
** 
«vc 
H. xii. 8. (3.) Here were feet of mercy, and 
40 
te 
* 
C 
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arms, and lays him in his boſom. Thus dear are 
£6 all true penitents to God, thus welcome to the 
% Lord Jeſus. (5.) Here are lips of mercy, and 
b thoſe lips dropping as the honey-comb, he Ki, 


&« ſed him, This kiſs not only aſſured him of his 


E welcome, but ſcaled his pardon, ** Not a word 


"3 "IP e 


18.—Ixv. 24. Luke vii. 37-48. 2 Ohren. xxxiii. 
11, 12, 13. That expreſſion of God's aſtoniſhing 


6 his father ſaw him --- He looketh on men when 
c they will return to him, and he is aware of their 
< in him, and yerning at the ſight of his ſon, be 

had compaſſion,” Mitery is the object of pity, er 
* it upon himſelf, yet God compaſſionates him, 


theſe quick-paced ; he runs, this notes how ſwift 


ce feeding ſwine, --- yet thus he takes him in his 
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willing te 60/9 my crimſon ſins, and make them white } 


earneſt of the ſpirit given him, and was thereby ſeal- 
ed to the day of redemption ; and hes upon his 


verted ſinner ſhould reaſon thus with himſelf: And 
is the holy and bleſſed God whom I have ſo cruel 
offended, and whoſe authority J have //ighted, whoſe | 


me ſo long, when I was ripe for the fickle of hi, | 


many affronts and refuſals, he is yet waiting to Ba 


ſence the brighteſt ſeraphim vails his face with hi 
wings, as being conſcious of his comparative defor-F 
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of his former miſcarriages is mentioned againſt him, 


but on the contrary he is carefled with the higheſt 
Honours, treated with the moſt compaſſionate re- 
Feats, by his indulgent father; he came home be- 
| tween hope and fear, fear of being rejected, and 
hope of being received; but his father was not only 


better to him than his fears, but better than his hopes, 
For he was clothed with the beſt robe, the 9 1 
neſs of Chriſt, had a ring put on his hand, had the 


Feet, was endowed with the preparation of the goſ- 
pel, Eph vi. 13. a holy We to follow Chriſt 
through all dificulties Now 6rethren, is not this a | 
powerful and perſuaſive motive? methinkstheuncon- 


I have broker, and whoſe love I have abu/ed, | 
making ſuit to me for that allegiance I owe to hi: | 
majeſiy, upon the performance of which my life de- 
pends ? Has the juſt and righteous God bore with 


Juſtice, Foel iii. 13. and plead with me ſo often ta | 
fly from my own death and ruin? and now after {| 


gracious to me, and wanting to be exalted, that he maj 
have mercy upon me, Iſai, xxx. 18. What, the ſove: 
reign, the offended maje/?y of heaven in whoſe pre: 


| 


1 


mity, the God to whom it is a condeſcending foo 
ro behold the things that are done in heaven, Pal: 
cxiii. 6. wart upon a rebel worm ! Rev. iii. 20. I 
the bleſſed God willing to be reconciled to me, af. 
ter ſo many horrible and grieyous 'provocations, | 


as 


* 


= fer /) in the boſom of his unmerited love and 
== peculiar affection ! is it poſſible ? is it poſſible ? © 
= /range ! O wonderful ! and ſhall I? can I? dare 1 
X withſtand ſuch love any longer? God forbid ! God 
= forbid ! Zord, my heart earns after thee, for I ſee 
== hou art a gracious God, Jonah iv. 2. Turn me, turn 
= me, moſt holy Fehovah, unbare thine arm, and draw 


ning againſt thee ; now I want to fear and ſerve 
3 thee, I am grieved at the heart, O God ! that I have 
# ſerved thine enemies ſo long; away ye wretched 


me come to thee, as a poor hunger- ſtarved prodigal; 
- [8 1 confeſs Ibave ſinned againſt heaven andagainſtearth, 
and am no more worthy to be called thy ſon, make me 


= ty ! pity me, bleſſed God, who would fain fly un- 
der thy wing for ſuccour! I there not mercy with 
these that thou mayeſt be feared, Pal. cxxx. 4. Haſt 
thou not been found of thoſe that ſought thee not? 
Lord, wilt thou not be found of me, wretched me, 
who wants to ſeek thee, and to abandon all other 
lords and lovers befides thee ? Bleſſed Feſus, I have 

r {6 (' been long loft, and wandring from God, in the de- 
Be arts of ſin, and dead in treſpaſſes: O thou almigh- 
ty. /hepherd ! bring me, a poor ſtray ſheep, by thy 
| & word and ſpirit, to thy fold ; lay me on thy ſhoulder, 
or in thy boſom, Luke xv. 4, 5. Ifai. xl. 11. O let 


Luke xv. 24. ' 1 
8. Thy converſion, ſinner, would occaſion joy in 
Heaven, and upon earth ; the holy God, and holy an- 
gels, and holy men, would rejoice at it, Luke xv. 10, 
24. and your own ſoul among the reſt, would /bout 


IF wicked men and devils would be diſturbed on that 


_ tn Exp oftul atory Addreſs. $3 


hoo, Iſai. i. 18. willing to embrace me (vile 


me unto thee, for now Lord I am weary with ſin- 
J tyrants, be gone, for I hate you all ! now, Lora, let 


42s one of thy hired ſervants, Luke xv. 18, 19. O pi- 


ne, the poor loft ſheep, be found, that the dead may live, 


WF with joy and triumph, 4s viii. 2g. None but 


occaſion, 
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84  #4n Expoſtulatory Addreſs. 
- occaſion, and if that will diſturb them, God grant 
they may ſoon be diſturbed, Let all hell rage, and 
. foam, let all the deyiPs zmps growl or ſniker, they 
cannot hurt thee, if thou come over to Jeſus ; come 
. then, poor ſinner ! come : what hinders thee? O 
: almighty Father ! pity and perfuade thoſe poor ſtupid 
. linners to come from darkneſs and death to thee. 
9. What would you looſe by turning to God? is 
it diſhonourable to be related to the divine majeſiy, 
. to the church of the firſt born, whoſe names are written 
in heaven, that auguſt aſſembly of per fected ſpirits, 
and to Feſus the angel and mediator of the everlaſt- 
ing covenant ? Heb. xii. 23, 24. Is it diſhonourable 
to be adorned with the beauzzes of holineſs, from the 
tomb of the morning, P/al. cx, 3. to be conformed | 
to 4 God of radiant, tranſcendent, and inexpreſſibly 
glorious excellency 2 Exod. xv. 1 1. Is it uncomfort- 
able to partake of the cluſters of Canaan, the joy- 
dal a of all the faveers above ? 1 
Pet. i. 8. Can it be uncomfortable to entertain 
communion with a God of infinite beauty, infinite 
goodneſs, infinite glory, excellency and all-ſuffici- 
ency, the fountain of power and love, Cant. i. 1 3. 
— 11, I, 3. v. I0----16, Exod, xxxiv. 6. 7. 
Sen. xvii. 1. Iſai. xlii. 8. Pfal. xvi. 1 1. Is it diſ- | 
advantageous to be entitled to an unalienable and 
everlaſting inheritance, extending infinitely beyond 
the narrow circle of created matter, to be enriched 
with a pearl of immenſe worth, more valuable than 
jf the vaſt volumes of the heavens, and ſpacious globe 
of the earth were turned into a maß of ſolid gold? 
Is it diſadvantageous to be clothed with the chiefeſt 
robe in heaven's wardrobe? to have a houſe perfectly 
freed from all the decays of time, and wrecks of mat- 
ter, built by God himſelf? to have treaſures that nei- 
ther moth nor ruſt doth corrupt, nor thieves break 
through, and fieal ? Lam. iii, 24. 1 Pet. i. 4. Matth. 
| 2 1 n 
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Kiii. 46. - vi. 20. Rev. iii. 18. 2 Cor. v. 1. Is it 
a loſs to enjoy the friendſhip and protection of a 
God of infinite power and almightineſs, before whom 


all the armies of heaven, and earth and hell, are aszhe 


ſnall 155 of the balance? Iſai. xl. 15. Gen. xvii. 1. 
Is it a loſs to forſake that (viz. fin) which is the 


lignant poiſon to your ſouls ? --- can that be done 
too ſoon, which unleſs it be done, you are undone 


for ever? I mean turning to God by a ſound con- 


. verſion, John iii. 3. What hinders your compli- 
ance, O ſinner, with the invitations of heaven? you 


will fay perhaps, that fin is 5 Anſiu. It is 


true, ſome fins do pleaſe the ſenſes, but it is as true, 
that their fruits here and in hell are bitter, Prov. 


xXxiii. 31, 32. And are there not more ſafe rational 


and ſatisfactory pleaſures to be had in ſerving the 
moſt high God, and ſeeking the falvation of your 
poor ſouls ? P/al. iv. 6, 7. Xxiii. 4, =--- xlvi. 
23. Matth. xi. 40. 1 John v. F Prov. iii. 17. 
Don't ſay that you ſhall be reflected upon among 
your neighbours if you turn 1 4 : if fo, what 
then, thoſe reproaches would reflect honour upon 
you, for whatever you think, it is no ſmall honour 
and privilege, to ſuffer for God and his precious 
truths, Phil. i. 29. James i. 2, 3. Matth. v. 10, 11, 
12. And if once you obtained converting grace, 
you would no more value the unjuſt reflexions of 
wicked people, than the duſt under your feet. Don't 
fay that you would loſe ſome worldly advantage 
by the profeſſion and practice of religion: if you did, 
it would be infinitely more than made up, in the 
love and favour of God here and hereafter, Why 
then don't you labour, poor finners, to turn to God? 


why will you prefer any temporal enjoyment be- 
fore the ſafety of your ſouls ? Did it not argue 2 


vile temper in Eſau, to prefer a morſel of bread be- 
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greateſt diſhonour of your nature, and the moſt ma- 


fore 
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bre his birth-right, which are both. ſacred and &- 
vil privileges? Alas the world and it's enjoyments 
are to you as Jael's milk to Siſera, as Delilah to 
Samſon ; is it not a pity, that men ſhould be ſuch 
enemies to themſelves, as to prefer the diſguiſed va- 
nities of a fading world to the real and eternal rich- 
es of another, and a better? Poor ſinners, when you 
ſeek for ret in temporal enjoyments, you ſeek for 
the /iving among the dead, your laboured purſuit is 
as vain, as if rael had endeavoured to fix his abode 
in the wilderneſs, among ſerpents and enemies, or 
as if Moab had made the ark his home, when the 
waters were fallen, Ny tand ye here (viz. in the 
-market-place ) all the day idle? Matth. xx. 6. Have ye 
no work to do for the immortal God, and your death- 
leſs fouls? Why ſtand ye fo indolent upon the /hore 
of avaſt eternity, not knowing but the next ride will 
weep you off beyond all hopes of a remedy, and fink 
In the dark retreats of death. Speak therefore 
in the language of the poor ſtarving lepers, who fat 
at the gate of Samaria, 2 Kings vii. 3, 4. Why fit 
wwe here until oe die? If we fay, Me will enter into 
"the city, the famine is in the city, and we ſball die 
here; and if we ſit ſtill here, we die alſo, Now come 
therefore, and let us fall unto the hoſt o 2 Syrians: 
F they ſave us a we /hall 226 25 and if they kill us, 
ve ſhall but die. If we return to a courſe of fin we 
fhall furely periſh, Heb. xii. 14. if we abide in our 
preſent fozh and ſecurity, we ſhall pine away and 
periſh for want of bread ; if we ſtay here we muſt 
ſtarve to death, as ſure as God lives, Luke xv. 17. 
if we go to God for converting grace and pardon- 
ang mercy, he can but deny us, we can but peri, 
but if he faves us alive (has mercy upon us) we ſhall 
Hye; live ſpiritually, comfortably and eternally. 
"Up then finners, awake, ariſe and haſten, Baſten, Bu- 
22 to Chrift for fe, for bread, for mercy : es: 
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n Expoſtulatory Addreſs, 95 
God's flores are open, the treaſures, magazine and | 
tbardrobe of heaven is unlocked, 1/ai. ly. 1, 2, 3. 1 
Nev. xxii. 17. Zech. x11. 1. and Chrift carries the 
keys, Rev. iii. 7. Apply to the Lord Feſus with 
the utmoſt ſpeed, and moiſt intenſe vehemence / ma 
be you will meet with more agreeable and ſatisfact- 
ory, and unexpected entertainment, as the poor le- 
pers, Luke xv. 20-----25, You muſt reſolve with - 
Ether, to venture into the king's preſence, Efther 
iv. 16. And /# I will go in untothe king, and if I pe- 
iſh, I periſh. She was reſolved to interceed for her 
people's /afety, though it ſhould coſt her her life ; 
and ſhould not you much more for the eternal ſa- 
fety of your ſouls ; ſhe met with a favourable re- 
ception from an imperious man, which baniſhed her 

fears, and encouraged her hopes; he held out the 
golden ſcepter which ſhe touched, and offered to 
anſwer herrequeſt, to the half of his kingdom, Eh. 
V. 2, 3. And why may not the convinced ſinner 
much more expect to find a gracious anſwer from 
a good God, whoſe being is love, and wha delights 
in mercy, 1 Fohn iv. 8. Micah vii. 18. Seeing he is 
now enthroned on compaſhon, and holds forth (un- 
der the goſpel) the golden ſcepter of pardon, peace 
and pity, ai. Ixi. 1. Heb. iv. 16. Luke ii. 14. 
Hence is there not encouragement that the return 
ing diſtreſſed prodigal may be enabled by God, to 
touch the ſcepter by the hand of faith that he may live? 
Well finners, are ye become gepel-procſ, got be- #5 
yond bow-/hot, paſt all feeling? that when we repre- — 
ſent God's majeſiy armed with vengeance, ſeated on 1 
his dreadful throne of j#/fice, wreathed with games 
and lightnings, circled with clouds of gloomy hor- 
rors, encompaſſed with miriads of holy angels, caft= | 
ing with his unbear'd and unbroken arm tbunderbolts "i 
of death, or ſhooting the barb'd pointed terrible ar- i 
rows of his inflamed indignat ion, and „ 3 
TASTES, | Sos PEE. ; O Ing 
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88 4 Expoſiulatory Addreſs. 
$ holding a two-edged bright burniſhed glittering 
- ford, ready to be thruſt into your hearts, into the 
innermoſt rece//es of your unarmed ſouls, and yet 
ſſſſ—T. A on aa 
Or on the other hand, when we repreſent. 7eho- 
©ah ſeated on a throne of love, holding forth the ſceß- 
rer of ſalvation, and with the mildeſt grace and moſt 
it earneſt importunity, inviting, inducing, indearing 
cCciondeſcenſion, courting worthleſs rebels, captives, 
il ars, to accept of refined gold, liberty and life, 
that not only with the ſtrongeſt arguments, but 
1 with tears, groans and blood, and yet you are not af- 
1 fected; O aſtoniſhing ſtupidity ! O rock !-O ada- 
1 mant! what nesſures would you have the great God 
1 take with you to reclaim you? Good God ! what 
a wretched blindneſsand obduracy have men brought 
upon themſelves by: fin ? Be aſtoniſhed ye heavens, 
and mourn, O earth O ye bleſſed angels of God, 
who rejoiced at the bringing of thoſe glad tidings of 
ſalvation to a deſolate world! Here is mourning 
work for you, if ye were capable of it, to ſee the 
2 offers of this great ſalvation bought with 
Blood, baſely ſlighted and neglected: but ye are un- 
capable of grief, being continually delighted with 
the bright von of your God, you can't lament 
with us, or be partners in our pains. - 
O ye bleſſed ſaints of the triumphing church: be 
aſtoniſhed at the unparallePd madrne/5 of an infatu- 
* ated world, in deceiving their precious ſouls, and 
lighting ſuch a dear, tranſcendently excellent, and 
unſpeakably glorious redeemer. The moſt of man- 
kind will not, alas, they will not earneſtly ſeek after 
converting grace] can ye mourn with us, bleſſed 
. Jouls ? no, ye are ignorant of our wo, Jai. lxiii. 16. 
and continually delighted and raviſned with the 
.views of your redeemer's face, and beauty: ye are 
Aways drinking the pure, ſinleſs, ſoul-ſatisfying 
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hoſts, breathing perpetual riumphs, and ſhouting 


cryſtal canopy of the viſible heavens darkned, to te- 
ſtify it's ſorrow for a periſhing, deceived world? O 


%. 


nene, dieſe. ty 


9 4% Expoſtulatory Addreſs. 
upon your fellow creatures, who have quenched their 
= 7 once glorious light in darineſ5, and are haſtening faſt, 
| E it through their „th and delufions, to eternal death © i 
_— By are ye not yailed to teſtify your grief? [ 


| let all the lower creation mourn for man! fin- | 
'' «ning man has ſtained it's beauty and glory. But what 
doll ay? my requeſt is anſwered, the whole frame 
1 of nature being oppreſſed with the fin of man, tra- 
25:8 : varls and groans, Rom. viii. 22. Surely if inanimate 
| creatures were capable of ſenſe and ſympathy, the 
winds would whiſper perpetual fjghs for, and the 
hard rocks would break their long ſilence, and /a- 
=. ment over the cruel ingratitude which unconverted 
| finners are guilty of againſt God, and the ſtupid 
 - _ barbarity, which they exerciſe againſt their own I 
0 fouls ; the great ocean and all gliding rivulets which 
4 love to ſport in meandrine circuits round the globe, 
would weep their uſeleſs channels ory, in doleful a- 
mentations, the pregnant clouds would ſpend all their 
watery magazines in tears, the blooming trees would 
lay down their honours, and be clothed with a 
JJ 1 
DO ye /aints of God ! are your bo1wels of braſs and | 
iron, that they won't move? don't ye ſee the mi- 
| ſerable ſtate of the world? look how faſt and thick 
they move (men of all ranks and orders) upon the 
: fable road, fearleſs and unconcerned, to the dart 
chambers of death and hell, Very dear brethren ] 
are not theſe miſerably miſerable creatures, objects 
of pity ? may not your eye affect your heart? or 
have you forgot to pity ? are the fountains of your 
ſorrow congealed, and have ye no tears to ſhed u- 
pon this mournful occaſſon? God forbid ! O let ri- 
_ vers of water run down your eyes, becauſe men, un- 
converted men, Feep not your father's law but 
obſtinately flight the infinite love of God, and 
thereby deſtroy their own fouls | 
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And thou, my poor /aul, mourn, mourn, mourn = 


O that my head were waters, and mine eyes a poun- 


rain of tears 1 that I might ſuffictently bewail over 


theſe miſerable ſinners, whom I can't perſuade / let 
me, Lord of haft, be clothed with fackcloth, and 


covered with aſhes, that I may mourn. And now, 
high, holy and everlaſting God, open the rings of 


my ſorrow, and let them bleed to death. Burden 


my heart, moſt bleſſed God, with as great a weight 


of grief, as the frame of my nature can bear; be- 
cauſe of thoſe deceived fluggiſh ſouls, who will not 
quit their deſtructive deluſions, their damning luſts, 
and turn to the living God. If I can do no more, 

God ! let me mourn ; if I may not be indul- 
ged the undeſerved privilege of perſuading any, any 
poor finner, to turn to thee, my God, then, Lord 
Jeſus, let me lament with all my ſoul and heart, 


Vith a bitter and perpetual, but ſubmiſſive mourn- ; 
ing. Grieve, my diſtreſſed foul, and all ye my mourn- : 


Ing paſſions, awake, awake, awake and float in an 
inceflant vein of grieving gric , 
But if any poor finner ſhould aſk me, how he 


ſhould ſeek this change? I anſwer more generally, 


1.) Early, Eccl. xii. 1. Prefer nothing to this, 


let the firſt of thy time, thoughts and cares, be ſpent 
about it. When one aſked the Lord Fejus leave 


to go and bury his father firſt, he denied it, and 
would have the firſt fruits offered to himſelf, Matth. 
viii. 21, 22. In Bethe/aa, the man that firſt went 
into the pool, was healed of whatever diſeaſe he had, 
Fobn v. 4. The Haelites were obliged to offer 
their firſt Vuits to God, and a curſe is denounced 
againſt ſuch as had in their flock a male, and vowed 
a corrupt thing, Mal: 1. 14. Delay not a moment 
longer : don't you know the deceits of your ene- 
mies. To day is cunningly ſtole away in hopes of 
< to morrow, and when to morrow comes, an ill 
Hh ; =... 
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8c devil, (as Bail obſerves) would have that day for 


led to hell by the threads of their good reſolutions. 
2.) Earnęſily; as the poor woman for the left 

piece of filver, Luke xv. 18. And that. 
Ii. ] Becauſe the good, converſionentitles us to, is of 


the intereſt of his poor ſoul 2 | 
I [2.] Becauſe Chriſt himſelf could not purchaſe our 


- Feſus mournful tears, bloody ſweat, and mortal! 
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detain us in a ſinful and ſecure fate, which are to 
and difficult a work it is to perform, is beſt known} 


by thoſe that have experienced it. The enemies 
to be contended with are, theſe three, the world, 


for us without a ſupernatural aſſiſtance. 


' which leads to life, and that fas find it, Luke xiii.jf 
24. Matth. vii. 13, 14. 

metaphor ſhew the neceſſity of pains, viz. The gate, 1 
- the wen, the , e ntl 
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4 itſelf, and aſks the other morrow for God, and | 
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great moment, and is not to be obtained by ſmall di- 


ligence. It is a great ſalvation; now what will not 
à man do for the ſafety of his body? Eye for eye, 
Shin for ſkin, and whatſoever he hath, Job ii. 4. How] 
much more ſhould he be ready to lay down all for 


happineſs without great labour and agony, It coſt 4 


wounds: now ſeeing the purchaſe was ſo dear to 


Iz. ] Becauſe many powerful enemies endeavour to 


be fought with and overcome, which, how painful 


the feb, and the devil, each of which is too ſtrong 


[A.] Without earneſt labour, no man is converted 
or faved ordinarily. Hence we are commanded zo 
Atrive to enter in at the ſtrate gate, for we are in- 
formed that the gate is ſtrait and the way narrow, 


Three things in Chriſt's 


$ 
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II. The gate is rait and difficult, (regeneration 2 
35 the gate by which we enter into the way of life) 
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1 Expoſtulatory Addreſs, 98 
or upon a twofold account. f. It is hard to find. 
wy Therefore it is faid in the words, Few there be that 


id it, Why? becauſe it is above nature, and on- 
3 6er to ſome by God the Father, John i. 13. 
Aattb. xi. 25. 2. It is hard to be entered into, 
for this is contrary to nature, againſt the natural 
bent and corrupt tendency of the heart, urges for =_ 
that circumciſion made without hands, the putting off - © | 
be body = in and death, Col. ii. 11. Rr 

= [2. The way is narrow in a twofold reſpect. 1. 

In regard of /in. The King's road to the new Je- 

iſalem is ſo narrow, that it will not hold a man 

Fand unmortified luſt together, it juſtles out one or 
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both. 2. In regard of puniſbment, it is idos ri 
oft 4», an afflicted way, a way hedged about wit 
tal thorns, but bleſſed be God, not hedged up, the gate 


2 


i not only hard to find, and to paſs through, like 
hat narrow paſſage between two ſharp rocks, viz. 
Boxer and Seneb, through which Jonathan and his 

r tolarmour-bearer went, in order to ſmite the Phil;- 
to lines, 1 Sam. xiv. 4. which reſemble preſumption 
upon the one hand, and deſpair on the other, be- 
ggween which a true chriſtian muſt travel. I fay 
he gate is not only /rait, but the way is difficult, 
rid, nd that not only in reſpect of the corruptions which 
muſt be ſubdued, but alſo of the afflictions which 
muſt be patiently and chearfully endured ; hence 

it is ſaid, that z7hrough many tribulations we muſt enter 
ito the kingdom of God, Acts xiv, 22. 2 Tim. iii. 12. 

= [3. The travellers in this narrow way are but 


0 e, and was it not fo ſince the foundation of the 
xi. Heartb? What became of all theantediluvian world, 
iſt' except eight perſons? 1 Pex. iii. 20. 2 Pet. ii. 5. : 
ate, ¶ hat became of the many thouſands in the four 

- [cities of the plain, Sodom, . Gomorrah," Zeboim, and 
tion 


| Admah ? Does not the apoſtle Fude inform us, verſe 
life). That they gre ſuffering the vengeance of 72 
= ; | re 
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Fre Though the number of Mruel be as the ſand. 
pol the ſea, yet mercy is extended but to a remnant, | 
Kom. ix. 27. ---- Xl. 5. There is a remnant accord- 
ing to the election of grace, Rom. xi. 7. For many are 
called but few choſen, Matth. xx. 14. But, 
3.) Ye muſt ſeek converting grace perſeveringly. 
Becauſe many have periſhed who have made ſeeming- | 
- ly good beginnings, but continued not; they ſeemed to 
do ſomething, and ſuffer ſomething, but not enough; 
not conſtantly, therefore their endeavours proved abor- 


tive, Luke xiii. 24. For many I ſay unto you will ſeek f 
to enter in, and ſhall not be able. The young man 
in the goſpel did many things well, but the world j 
Was glued to his heart, Matth. xix. 22. Agrippa 
Vas almoſt perſuaded, and therefore but almoſt ſav- 

ed, Ads xxvi. 28. Obſerve what the eloquent a- 
poſtle ſpeaks to the Galatians, chop. iii. 4. Have he 
ſuffered ſo many things in vain, if it be yet in vain? 

A perſon ſtarving with hunger would not be con- 

tented with bare aſking for bread, unleſs he obtain- | 

ed what he aſked ; ſo brethren, for Chriſt's ſake, be. 
not fatisfied with your praying for regeneration, if 

except yegetwhat ye pray for. The woman that had ö 

loſt the piece of ſilver, ſought diligently till ſhe found 

it, Luke xv. 8. Go thou and do likewiſe, I 
If youdeſire more particular directions, Irefer you to 
thoſe mentioned in the cloſe of the firſt diſcourſe, and 
ſnhall only obſerve by the by, that menare more willing | 

to hear directions than perform them, and more wil- | 
ling to perform them than quit d ependance upon them. 

But before I conclude, I ſhall crave leave to of- 
fer a word of advice to regenerate perſons. 
Dear brethren in Chriſt Feſus, be entreated, 
(I.) To acknowlege the pure grace and goodneſs} 
of God to you in your regeneration; which is, 

1.) So diſtinguiſbing. May it not affect your 
hearts to conſider that God has paſſed by ſo many | 
e thouſands 
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ind. thouſands of better natural and acquired endow- 

nt, ments, and revealed himſelf} and his ſon to you? 

d- That prayer of Feſus methinks ſhould dwell in your 

are thoughts, Matth. xi. 25. 1 thank thee, O Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, becauſe thou haſt hid theſe 

4%. things from the 75 and prudent, and haſt revealed 

g- bm unto babes, Even ſo, Father, for ſo it ne good 

to in thy fight, And that of the apoſtle Paul to the 

rh ; Corinthians, 1 Cor. i. 26-29. For ye ſee your cal- : 


ing, brethren, how that not many wiſe men after the 
eb, not many mighty, not many noble are called, But 
Cod hath choſen the fooliſb things of the world, to con- 


aan 
rid V und the wiſe, and the weak things of the world, to 
pa I confound the things that are mighty, and baſe things 
av. of the world, and things which are deſpiſed, hath God 
a- | choſen ; that no fleſh ſhould glory in bis preſence. 
5e 2.) So pure; ſpringing intirely from his own - 
1 ? [x £00d pleaſure, Matth. xi. 25. Fames i. 18. Of his 
on- oon will begat he us. Eph. it. 4, 5, 6. But God 
in- | ho is rich in mercy, for his great love, wherewith 
be be loved us, even when we were dead in ſins, hath 
in, ¶ 9uickened us together with Chriſt, (by grace ye are [av- 
had ed.) John i. 1 3. Ibo hath made you to differ from 
ind another, and what have ye that ye have not received? 


1 Cor. iv. 7, | | | 


to 3.) Precious, Eph. i. 3. Bleſſed be the God and 
nd Father of our Lord fas Chriſt, who hath bleſſed | 
ing | #5 with all ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly places in 

vil- Chriſt. 8 5 erefore, ; | „ 

m. 2.) Bleſs and adore God for this ineſtimable be- 

of- nefit, he hath fo freely conferred upon you, with 5 


all your foul and ſtrength, Eph. i. 3. I Pet. i. 3, 4. 
(3.) Depend upon him as the ſole original and 
= fountain of your divine life, who works in you, both 
„ % ill and to do of his own good pleaſure, Phil. ii. 
dur 23. 2 Cor. iv. 4, 5, 6. Without it had been God's 
ny I good pleaſure, to awaken and convince you, ye had | 
TT ſurely 1 
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96 dn Expoſtulatory Addreſs. 
_ ſurely remained in the ſame deep ſleep of carnal ſe- 
curity, which the moſt of the world continue in; 


viour, unleſs you had been drawn by. and learned | 


- mercy to him, in delivering him from the mouth of 


thus kind to him in times paſt, would now deliver 


$ . o 
* 
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and after ye were convinced of your loſt ſtate, could | 
ye have come to, and complied with an offered Sa- 


of the Father ? no ſurely : you who are acquainted | 
with God and yourſelves, know better than to think 
fo fooliſhly, John xv. 5. ---- vi. 444. 

(4.) Strive after growth, in the earneſt uſe of ap- 
pointed means, 2 Pet. iii. 18. But grow in grace, 
in the knowledge of our Lordand Saviour Feſus Chri/?, | 
1 Pet. ii. 2. As new born babes, deſire the ſincere 
milk of the word that ye may grow thereby, Leaving | 
the principles of the doctrine of Chriſt, not laying a- 
gain the foundation of repentance from dead works, go 
on to perfection, Heb. vi. 1. Forgetting the things that 
are behind, preſs forwards towards the mark ; reach- | 
ing forth unto theſe things which are before, Phil. iii. 
I3. 14, It is a metaphor taken from ſuch as run in 
a race, who lean forwards with their bodies from 
eager deſire to get the end of the race. So you muit | 
forget what is paſt, in regard of reſting upon it, and | 
being contented with it, without further progre/5, | 
and ſtir up yourſelves to take hold on God, Iſai. Ixiv. 
7. Now that ye may obtain growth, 4 

I. Be thankful for paſt mercies, and make uſe of 
them as encouragements to faith in God, in the 
way of obedience. The people of /7ael, when they 
were brought through the red-ſea in ſafety, they 3 
praiſed God for the ſignal deliverance he had ho- 
noured them with, though they were then upon I 
the borders of an howling wilderneſs, juſt agoing to | 
encounter new difficulties. David made uſe of God's 


> 
1 
5 
FE 


encouraged to hope that that God who had been | 
N 


him 
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him out of the hands of the uncircumciſed Philiſtine. | 
1; O chriſtian ! deſpiſe not the day of ſmall things, 
d Zech. iv. 10. Fob xv. 11. I know that babes in ; 
a- Foie are apt to be peeviſh and dejected, if they 
ed have not a comfortable ſenſe of God's love: but 
ed this is their great fin and folly, for we muſt live by 
nk ith, and not by ſenſe, Hab. 1i. 4. Rom. i. 17. Gal. 

iii. 11. ii. 20. Heb. x; 39. 2 Cor. 1, + 
p- 2. Be humbled for paſt ſins, P/al. xxxii. 5. and 
ce, endeavour to keep humble, if you want to grow: 
ft. let who will ſtrut, don't you do it, Zuke xiv. II. 
2e Fam. iv. 6. 1 Pet. v. 5. FFF 
ng 3. Be watchful leſt you be taken by ſurpriſe, 
Matth. xxiv. 42. Go with your loins girt, and your 
g amps burning, and continue waiting for the coming 
hat IR of the bridegroom. 55 
4. Be prayerful : be conſcientious in the perfor- 
ii. mance of ſecret prayer, Matth. vi. 6. Don't ſuffer 
in yourſelves to be hurried away from it by a vain re- 
om! petition of the heads of prayer, but endeavour to be 
uf | importunate and fervent, Fam. v. 16. Rom. xii. 12. 
nd Remember, the incen/e was put upon burning coals, 
eſs, Lev. xvi. 12. „ | 
iv. 5. Encourage faith in God through Chriſt, for 

that is a root-grace, and all the reſt do indeed lan- | 

of guiſh and flouriſh with it, as it ebbs and flows: | 
the therefore it is the butt of the devils malice, that " 
hey which he-vehemently oppoſeth; hence we are bid 9 
hey to fight the good fight of faith, 1 Tim. vi. 12, Re- 1 
ho- member, I only ſpeak to God's children now, who 14 
don] haye ſcriptural evidences of a ſpecial work of God's 
to Spirit in them: as for others, I would not have 
5's them believe what is not; but experienced chri- 
> of dee are commanded to believe in the dark, Iſai, 
was | 4. 10. x OO „ if 
een | 6. Try meditation upon God's word and works, 
Ver 


both ofcreation, * and proyidence ; upon 
| | the 
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jects be truly diſcovered in the dark? It is not the 


— ou Lo 
1 
5 


the perfections of God's nature, the greatneſs of his 
love, your own frailiꝭ, and the ſtrict account you 
muſt quickly make to God, Pſal. Ixiii. 6. 
IxXxvii. 12. ---=- Cxix. 15, 78. ----- Xxxiii. þ 
xlviii. ----- cxlviii. 1 Tim. iv. 15. Gen. xxiv. 63. 
Joſh. i. 8. 3 „ 8 3 
Avoid an over frequent examination of your ſtate I 
in the hours of darkneſs : I know you are prone 
to it, but it is very prejudicial, becauſe you are then 
like to paſs a wrong judgment: for how can ob- 


proper time to judge of the.quality of waters, when 
they are muddied : - and a wrong judgment creates 
unneceſſary pain, weakens your faith in God, and |} 
love to him, and hinders you in the other duties of 
religion. Wherefore it is much better for you, to 
ſtrive to renew your covenant with God, by making 
a new and ſolemn ſurrender of yourſelves to him 
and his ſervice, and ſtrive to be faithful in the per- 
formance of the other duties of piety, Pſal. cxix. 6. 

57. If there be any ſin of neglect or commiſſion: that 
your conſcience accuſeth you about, regulate. that 
matter, or expect no peace, 1 John iii. 20, 2 
A 77 5 

8. Uſe faſting upon ſpecial occaſions, which is 
of great uſe, Joel ii. 12. i. 14. 2 Chron. xx. 7 ; 
Ezra viii. 21. Fer. xxxvi. 9. Jonah iii. 5. Zech. 
viii. 19. Neb. ix. 1. Matth. vi. 16. ix, 15. 
Luke v. 35. 2 Cor. vi. 5. Ads xv. 2, 3. 
9. Endeavour to exerciſe the grace ye have re- 
ceived, for to him that hath, ſball be given, Matth. 
xiii, 12. F we liue in the Spirit, let us alſo walk iu 
the Spirit, Gal. v. 25. Rom. viii. 1. Being dramun, 
run ye, Cant. i. 4. Your ſtony heart being remov- || 
ed, make you a new heart, and a new ſpirit, Ezek. 
xviii. 31. Thus ſaith the Lord God, Ræpent and turn 
yourſelves from your idols, and turn away your 2 | 
20 h rom N 


An Expoſiulatory Adare fr. og. 
Fam all your abominations, Ezek. 14. 6. Put off, 
= concerning the former conver/ation, the old man, which 
it corrupt according to — Injts,. and pat ye an 
= rhe newman, which after Gad is created in righteouſ=. 
= mf and true holineſs, Eph. iv. 22, 23, 24. And 
remember, that by regeneration ye are God's work- 


| 4 | manſbip, created in Chriſt Feſus unte good warks, that 


ye ſhould walk in them, Eph. ii. 10. Don't fay that 
you cannot ſtir up the gift that is in you, or endea- 


[IF vour to exerciſe your graces: you can endeavour, 


gi. Ixiv. 7. and. if you do not, it is your own fault; 
; & to ſay the contrary, would: be to make men meer 
blocks and machines; alſo it opens a door to ſſoth, 
and reflects diſhonour upon God ; but to him that: 


IE erdereth his converſation aright will be ſhewn the ſal- 


dation of God, Pſal. l. 23. But. 

Io. If ye are born of God, ſeet your father's Ho- 
our, Mal. i. A ſon henoureth his Jn and a ſer- 
= vant his maſter : if then I be a father, where is mine 
honour ? and if I be a maſter, where is my fear? 
Ve ſhould labour to honour, God, (I.) By ſpeak- 
= ing ell of him, Cant. v. 10-------16. (2.) By 
= ſpeaking bolaly for him, as a child for a father, Pſal. 
cxix. 46. (3.) By bringing forth uits to him, 
Phil. i. 11. Fohn xv. 8, not to your/etves, leſt ye be 


ö found empty vines at laſt, Heſ. x. i. (4.) By be- 
ing grieved at the reproaches that are caſt upon 


him, Pſal. Ixix. i. 5 . 
II. Seek your huſband's interęſt. O! let Zian 


ii near your heart, and engroſs a conſiderable part 


others, Gen. xyiii, 19. and well he may, for he has 


of your thoughts and cares, Pfal. cxxxvii. 5, 6. En- 
deavour as inſtruments in God's hand, to convert 
& ſinners from the evil of their ways, by mild and ſea» 

ſonable reproofs, earneſt intreaties, and pious exame = 
ples, Jam. v. 20. 3 
12. Remember, God expects more from you than 


given 


too An Expoſtulatory Addreſs. 
given more to you. Remember that Holineſi is the 
deſign of your election, vocation, redemption, regene- 
ration, and adoption, Eph. i. 4, 2 Tim. i. 9. Tit. 
ii. 14. 1 Pet. i. 3. 1 John iii. 1, 3. Be ye therefore 
followers of God, as dear children, and walk in love 
. ===-=- Eph. v. 1, 2. Finally, brethren, whatſoever. 
things are true, whatſaever things are honeſt, what-. 
foeever things are juſt, whatſoever things are pure, 
whatſoever things are lovely, whatſoever things are 
of good report : if there be any virtue, and if there 
be any praiſe, think on theſe things. Thoſe things 
which ye have both learned and received, and heard, 
and ſeen in me, do; and the God of peace ſhall be 
with you, Amen. Amen, | Tye 
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1 John iii. 1. Behold, what manner of 
love the Father hath: beſtowed upon us, 
that we ſhould be called the ſons of God. 
H E penman of this ſacred epiſtle 
bas been concluded by the uni- 
I verſal ſuffrage - of the antient 
„ churches, to be the apoſtle John; 
: the amiable ſignatures of his di- 
vine and calm ſpirit breathes and 
ELLEN glides through all it's golden 
There is ſome difference of opinion concerning 
the time wherein he wrote it; ſome aſcribing it to 
an earlier, ſome to a later date: but the moſt rea- 
- ſonable conjecture is, that it was wrote a little be- 
fore that awful cataſtrophe was brought on the Ferw-- 
1% church and ſtate, which the Lord Jeſus had fre- 
quently foretold ſhould be the juſt and equal retri- 
bution of their infandous obſtinacy. This conje- 
cture is grounded on the apoſtle's ſpeaking of the 
laſt times being at hand, which is generally under- 
ſtood to be the concluding periods of the Fetoiſb ſtate. 
The general ſcope and main defign of this facred 
epiſtle was to confirm the Parthian Fews, to whom 
it was wrote, in all the main truths of chriſtianity, 
both ſpeculative and practical; particularly, in the 
belief of our Lord Jeſus as being the promiſed Me. 


r 


1002 Aabption opened. 
ſias; and ale. in the neceſſity of internal and ex 
ternal holineſs; againſt the impregnated and i impt- 
ous efforts of apoſtate guondam profeſſors, particu- 
_ larly the infamous Gueſticis, the pernicious brood 
of that grand impoſtor Simon Magus. 
Hence this apoſtle takes occaſion, in divers parts 
of this epiſtle, to excite chriſtians to the exerciſe off 
mutual love, by a variety of pregnant and pungent Jt 
arguments, as the neceſſary bulwarks to ſcreen them 
from the ſtrong and virulent arreſts of infectious ſe- 
ducers. Love is the cement which unites ſtrength, 
and is not anita vis fortior? The want of this is 
the bane of ſociety, and expoſes them to the raven- 
ing depredations of common enemies. Surely there 
is a moſt cogent motive of love, in our text, both 
to God our mighty maker, and to man our fellow- 
creature: Bebold, what manner of love the Father hath 
beſtowed upon us, that we ſhould be calledthe ons of God. 
Theapoftle having inthe cee e laft 
verſe, mentioned thatgreat and neceſſary qualificati- 
on, being born of God, takes occaſion in the beginning 
ofthis, tocelebrate with wonder and divine tranſport, 
it's conſequent privilege, adoption. Behold, what man- 
2 love the ether hath beſtowed upon us, that we 
fhould be called the ſons of God. 
In the words are Sik, e four general heads. 
I. A great and honourable gift bequeathed, that 
20e Gould be called the fons of God. | 
II. The donor of this ſpecified, the Father. . 
UT. The dones, or perſons upon whom this gift 
was beſtowed and conferred, upon us. 
IV. The fontal or impulſive cauſe of this men- 
tioned. 
Let us a little explain theſe particulars in the or- 
der propoſed, 
I. As to the firſt general head, hath beftmnord--i- 
that we ſhould be called the ſons of God, Here are 
do * „ 1 * 
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Imports offsx 
in which ſenſe I rather take the word, wnbews! @ 
RN, Voce this word is not here. inſerted with a- 
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1. The privilege conferred.” 4447 
= 2. The manner of conferring it. 
1. The privilege conferred, called the ſons of God, 


= ta 7ixra Orr ln α⁰νν, , Tixva 2 re, pario, & yioum, 


naſcor. Eraſinus and ſome others render the word 
vv according to our tranſlation; but Theoagare, 
Beza and Paſor think it is of a larger extent, and 
fignifies off5pring, proles, ſoboles, a general word that 
offspring, or ſons of every age, ſex, degree; 


ny antiphraſis, contradiction to, or oppoſition of the 
thing ſpoken of, in reality, It is not an empty 
name, or vain title, no, no: but the bleſſed privi- 
lege itſelf is here aflerted, together with this honou- 
rable badge and epithet, as it's neceflary conſequent 
or effect, by a metonomy of the conſequent or an- 
tecedent, Marth. XX1, 73 compared with Luke xix. 
46. aud», called. This word excellently holds 
forth the nature and dignity of adaption, . (1.) The 
nature of it, that it conſiſteth in a forenſic declara- 
tion; and fo is diſtinguiſhed from natural ſon-ſhip.. 


| 12.) It's excellency and dignity ; that this precious 


privilege is not kept hid and latent, but declared 
and made manifeſt, not only in the mind of God, 


but in the conſcience of believers. Tt eclipſes the 
relative goodneſs of benefits, when we know them not. 


2. The manner of conferring this benefit, hath 
beſtowed, $iSuxer, 4 dt, Suro, Jeden There is no 
difficulty that I know of in the word: it ſhews with 


more than oriental ſplendor, the admirable freedomof 


God's bounty in our adoption, and cuts the ſinews of 


merit. Tis a gift, no debt; we have neither wiſdom 


nor dignity to procure ſo ineſtimable a benefit. But, 
II. The ſecond general head concerns the authar 
or donor of this benefit, the Father, . A de- 
monſtrative article is * emphatically ſhow- 

= "4 | © 2 2:50 


104 Adoption opened. 
ing the glorious dignity and matchleſs greatneſs of 
the ſublime donor. walip @ vew, paſco, quia pater 
gaſcit liberos, velut paſtor paſcit oves. The whole 
trinity, doubtleſs, is intended by this ; for all thoſe 
ſacred perſons act a part in this glorious work: but 
more particularly and expreſly, the firſt perſon, God 
the Father, called ſo, not only for the eternal 
generation of his Son, Pal. ii. 7. but alſo for the 
adoption of his people, — i. 12. becauſe from 
him the whole family in heaven and earth is nam- 
iir. e e 
III. The third head concerns the done“ or perſons 
upon whom this privilege is beſtowed, ip, upon us. 
-Not upon all and fingular, not upon any one, or 
every one, but upon us, believers excluſively, who 
have been effectually called, converted from fin, and 
united to Jeſus, in which is the foundation ofadoption. 
IV. The fourth general head, the ſental or im- 
pulſiue cauſe, love, called in the original ay«ry, ei- 
ther ab aſa worew, multum facere,. doing much, be- 
cauſe it is effectual and operative ; vel ab a ſa N 
nas, becauſe love moves itſelf every way toward it's 
beloved object; vel ab ayar rau , becauſe the 
lover reſts in the object he loves; or ab 4 ras, to 
love much : and thus it is eminently in the cauſe 
before us. Had not the bleſſed Lord loved much, 
would he ever have taken a ſinning creature into ſo 
mear a relation to himſelf, as to have the privilege 
not only of being the ſervants of God, which is a 
great honour, but the friends of God, as was Abra- 
Ham, which is much more ? but to be the ſons and 
children of God is, doubtleſs, the flower of mercy, 
the crown and garland of divine love: ſo that love 
here ſurely ſignifies a vehement affection to the be- 
loved; not only a generous purpoſe of doing good, 
but the actual completion of it. 8 
Now the love of God is, in general, twofold, 
immanent and tranſient, 1. God's 


Adoption opened. "5 

1. God's immanent love is that perfect property 
of God, whereby he is inclined to love himſalF. 
This affection is terminated on no creature, and is 
nothing elſe but God's pure and perfect effence. 
This is not the love ſpecified in our text. 5 

2. God's tranſient love is that property or attri- 
bute of God, whereby he is inclined to love h7s 
creatures, according to the good pleaſure of his will, 
And this love is threefold, v:z. of benevolence, be- 
= neficence, and complacence. „ 
Z --(1.) The love of benevolence is God's good pur- 
® pole, before time, of doing his people good in time, 
Eph. i. 4. According as he hath choſen us in him, be- 
Pore the foundation of the world, that we ſhould be ho- 
ly and without blame before him in love. Eph. ii. 10. 
For we are his workmanſhip, created in Chriſt Feſus 
unto good works, which God hath before ordained that 
we ſhould walk in them. : EE On 
( 2.) God's love of beneficence is his actual doing 
of them good in time, according to his gracious de- 
ſign from eternity: therefore they are faid to be 
called according to his purpoſe. The great Jehovah 
in all his dealings towards his people in time, acts 
according to the pattern that was in his mind from 
eternity. - e . 
3.) God's love of complacence, is that whereby he 
delights in the work of his own Spirit wrought in his 
people, Cant. iv. Theſe three laſt I take to be the 
lobe meant in our text. We find this fourth ge- 
neral head uſhered in with a double emphaſis, vix. 
a note of attention, and a note of admiration. 
: 1555 A note of attention, ige, behold ; ab ata. 
Video, to ſee, to lift up the eyes of the mind to be- 
hold a thing more accurately and intenſly, as we 
lift up the eyes of the body to behold any remarka- 
| ble object that occurs. This note of attention is 
uſed in a fourfold ſcope, (1.) To awaken the at- 

| E 5 tention, 
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106 Adoption opened. 
tention, Jai. lxv. 1. I ſaid, Behold me, behold me, 
 ainto a nation that was not called by my name. The 
univerſal depravation of our deplorable natures ren- 
ders us totally averſe to good; ſo that ſuch ſhock- 
ing memento's are moſt neceſlary for us, to rouſe 
us from our lethargic drouſe. (2.) To excite 
admiration, from the beholding ſome new and admi- 
rable thing, Jai. vii. 14. Behold, a virgin ſball con- 
ceive and bring forth a ſon----== (3.) To ſhow the 
certainty of a thing ſpoken, Rev. i. 7. Behold, he 
cometh with' clouds; and every eye nal fee him 
(4.) To ſhow the excellency and neceſſity of a 
thing, John i. 29 Behold the lamb of God which 
ateth away the fins of the world. 1344 
I2.] A note of admiration + what manner of love, 
worerec, This word is uſed both to denote the 
n and quality of a thing, Matth. viii. 27. 
t is as if the apoſtle had ſaid, What kind, what 
fort of love is this? ſurpriſing, amazing love 
There is a vehement emphaſis in this expreſſion of 
aſtoniſnment and tranſport. Hereby the apoſtle 
plainly ſhows, that the love of God is exceedingly 
apparent, and marvellouſly manifeſted in adoption. 
What! for an all-ſufficient, ſelf-ſufficient, inde- 
ndent Jehovah, to adopt a ftranger into his fami- 
; a rebel into his boſom ? Is it not ſtupendous, 
tranſporting love ? This is propoſed by way of in- 
terrogation or queſtion, but implies a vehement aſ- 
ſertion. It is as if the apoſtle, feeling himſelf un- 
capable to comprehend this immeaſurable ocean of 
- divine love, addrefſed himſelf to believers in a kind 
of amaze, and faid, Do you yourſelves ſpeak or 
Judge, if you can, what kind of love this is, It is 
deep, I cannot fathom it broad and wide, I can- 
not comprehend it: ſure it is infinite love, well 
2 Majeſty from whom 


becoming the infinitel 
it flows, Behold what manner of love os nr 
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hath befflowed upon us, that we fhould be called the 

Ons of God. 1 GATES 
From the words thus explained we obſerve, * 


That the ſuperlative love of God is tranſcendentiy 
diſplayed in the adopting ſtrangers into his fami- 
, and giving them the privilege of ſons, # 


In treating upon this obſervation, I would et 
deayour, by divine aſſiſtance, to ſpeak to theſe three 
particulars, viz. 8 9 8 
Firſt, Explain the nature and kinds of adoption. 
* Secondly, Show the prerogatives and conſequent 
privileges which flow from it. $4.5 2 
Thirdly, Shew how exceedingly the love of God ts 
diſplayed in it. . 1 
And, Laſtly, Shall endeavour to improve it (if 
God will) to our i pt „ 1 
Nit. As to the firſt propoſed, I conceive adopti- 
on may be thus deſcribed, that it is a gracious de- 
claration of the bleſſed God, whereby he admits 
and receives thoſe, who were by nature ſtrangers 


and enemies in heart and life to his Majeſty, but 


now, through grace, are effectually called, juſtified, 
regenerated and united to Chriſt, into his family as 
ſons, and communicates to them the privileges of 
children. | 3 2 5 

I ſhall endeavour to explain the ſeveral parts of 
this deſcription. And, | 3 
1. Adoption is a declaration; fo ſays our text, cal 


lied the ſons of God. This declaration is expreſſed 


war Ways, 8 
(x .) By eternal election, or that everlaſting pur- 


pole in the divine mind, Eph. i. 5. He having pre- 


deftinated us unto the adoption of children. In this 
reſpect, the elect before their converſion (by a cer- 
tain figure of ſpeech, prolepſis) ar? called the children 
F Goa, John xi. 52 1 
. (2.) By 
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( 2.) By redemption in Feſus, with whom they 
are united, Gal. iii. 26, For ye are all the children of 
Cod, by faith in Chrift Feſus. „ 
(3. ) By the goſpel, and its copious, precious promi- 
Jes, whereby believers have aſcribed to them that 
. -ample dignity of ſon-ſhip, John 1. 12. As many as 
received him, to them gave he power to become the 
ons of God, . „ . 
[ 4.) In their own ſpirits, or conſciences. There 
Bad teſtifies by his Spirit that they are his children; 
partly, 5 conferring certain evidences of adoption, 
and partly, by irradiating their minds to perceive 
and acknowlege theſe evidences, and therefrom to 
infer their adoption. 5 | 
22. A declaration of God, He is the cauſe of it, 
or the perſon adopting; generally, the divine e//ence, 
but more particularly and ſpecially, according to 
the divine &conomy, God the Father, to whom it is 
Tpecially appropriated in our text. It is a father's 
Property to have children : hence that memorable 
_ Hying of the apoſtle to the Epheſians, chap. iii. 15. 
Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is 
named. But it is alſo aſcribed to the Son to have 
children, Zeb, ii. 10. he is faid to bring many ſons 
Is glory; and allo to the holy Spirit, who in this 
regard, is called the ſpirit of adoption, Rom. viii. 15. 
- 3. A merciful and gracious declaration; flowing 
freely from the anmerited goodneſs and ſuperlative 
love of an infmite.J A H, without the leaſt regard 
ta the creature's deſert. The intrinfic, impulſive 
... cauſe, is the peerleſs bounty and inexpreſſible love 
of God, as our text plainly. youcheth. The ex- 
_ trinfic meritorious cauſe of this ineſtimable privi- 
lege, is the ſpotleſs merit of the only begotten Son 
of God, the lamb flain before the foundation of the 
world, Eph. i. 5, 6. Our Jeſus aſſumed human 
nature in an hypoſtatical union with the mM 
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and ſubjected himſelf, as man, to the law he made 
as God, that we might obtain the adoption of chil- 
dren, Gal. iv. 4, 5. But when the fulneſs of time was 
come, Gad ſent forth his ſon, made of a woman, made 
under the law, to redeem them that were under the 
law, that we might receive the adoption of ſons; 
4. The efficient cauſe is the Holy Spirit. It is he 
| who by his ſacred and ſecret whiſpers, ſeals the peo- 
ple of God to the day of redemption. @_ 
5, The iſtrumental _ is the word of God. 
"The ſoul-enriching promiſes of the bleſſed goſpel, 
through which golden conduit is conveyed to beliey- 
ers the ei of gladneſs, and a ſure hope, which makes 
them rejoice with joy unſpeakable and full of glory. 

6. The final cauſe is God's glory, principally be- 
 wrayed in his people's imitation of him, Epb. v. 1. 

Be 3 ee of God as dear children. But then, 

| he objec? of this divine adopting declaration, 
Is — ſinful man. Here let us briefly ruminate on 
their twofold eſtate, vi. their former and e 
condition. 75 
| (1.) As to their former or natural condition; (1.) 
They were ſuch as were total ftrangers to God, far 
from the knowlege of him, far from an intereſt in 
him. (2.) Implacable and revengeful enemies to his 
ſacred Majeſty, and that both in heart and life. 
Their Seeed of him were ungenerous, groveling, 
or blaſphemous; wholly unſuitable to his dignity 
and glory. In their lives, they induſtriouſly proſe- 
cuted this hereditary ſpleen with baſeſt virulency 
and heat, conſtantly defacing the broken red of 
the divine image in their breaſts: thus he, who in 
his priſtine bliſs was the crown and garland of this 
_ globe, is by his fall become more abject and ſordid 
than the moſt i ignominious reptile” that crawls: on 
earth. This they were, © But, 

"VERN As to their prefent condition, they are thro? 


grace, 
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grace, effeFually called out of their former ſecuri ty. 
He hath called us with an holy calling, ſays the a- 
poſtie. They are united to Chriſt by faith, juſti- 


fed, &c. Rom. viii. 1. Theſe works of the Spirit do 


neceſſarily, as preparatives, preceed adoption. A- 
doption is no part of juſtification, but an illuſtrious 
degree of dignity annexed to it. So that, 

8. The manner of our adoption is, (1.) By rege- 
neration, whereby we are made partakers of the di- 
vine nature; not in its 2//ence, but gracious gua- 
lities, juſtice, holineſs, goodneſs, &c. Col. iii. 10. 
and receive principles of life, to enable us to live to 
God. This (faith Mr. Burtitt) is an inward 
principle, an univerſal principle, a God-exalting 
« principle, an abiding principle. (2.) By union 
with Chrift, While we are myſtically united to 
him, we are rendred his brethren, having one father 


with him; fo that though, Jeſus, in regard of his 


natural and eternal generation, be the only firſt- 
born, yet through this bleſſed union, his people 
have that honourable name, Heb. xii. 23. The 
church of the fir f- born. 13 

9. T he terms of our adoption. We are brought 
from darkneſs, and the dominion of fin and fatan, 


into the family of the bleſſed God, and made houſ- 


hold friends and children. Henceforward God car- 
ries towards us as a father, yea, as a kind indulgent 
father, and takes us under the gracious wings of his 
divine protection. He directs us and provides for us, fo 
that we ſecureiy and ſafely reſt in the boſom of his 


elmighty power and goodneſs, 


10. There be wo kinds of adoption, divine and 
human. The firſt, we have in ſome fort treated of. 
The ſecond, viz. human adoption, may be deſcribed 
thus, to be an act of love or compaſſion, ordinarily 
ariſing from the want of children, whereby a perſon 
amis am alien or ftranger into his family, and com- 
BIT: - municates 
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municates to him a right to his goods or eſtate, , to 
be enjoyed by him after his deceaſe. In this brief 
deſcription, we may ' gather the main differences 
between a divine and human adoption. 

(1.) They differ in their /ource and original. A 
human adoption is generally occaſioned by the de- 
ecke a natural offspring; but the divine flows from 
the abundance of God's goodneſs. 8 

(2.) In the perſons adopted. In human adopti- 
on they are ſtrangers, or ſuch as have no right to 
adoption; but in the divine, though by nature they 
are ſtrangers and aliens, Eph. ii. 12. yet through 
grace they are called and juſtified, and conſequent- 
Iy have a right to the bleſſed inheritance, even be- 

ore the adopting act. + | * 
( 3.) They differ in their nature. The human 
being but an external denomination and bequeath- 
ment of temporal goods; whereas the divine con- 
ſiſts in a real act of Jehovah, whereby he confers 
on his people ſpiritual fe and holzne/s, the very 
tranſcript of his own nature. ; BN 

(4.) The human confers the inheritance to the 
adopted, after the adopter's death; but the divine 
confers it while both /arvive. But I proceed to the 

Second propoſed, which was, to ſhow the prero- 
gatives and conſequent privileges of adoption, _ 

I will not here eſſay to enumerate all and fingu- 
lar of them, only the more eminent and ſpecial. And, 
1. An honourable and amiable denomination, is one 
of the privileges of adoption. They /hall be called 
the ſons of God, John i. 12. As thoſe who are hu- 
 manlyadopted, in a civil ſenſe, bear the name of their 

adopting father; ſo thoſe that are ſpiritually or di- 
vinely adopted, bear the name of their celeſtial fa- 
ther, as our text teſtifies, Jeſus is their elder bro- 
ther, they are not only called friends, but children. 
This is not an empty name, but the thing named 
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is, in ſome meaſure, conferred, VIS, the 1 image of 
God, k. i. 4. 
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2. The dominion over, and poſſeſſion of the Crea- 
tures ; in as much as God not only created them 
for them, but hath given them a right to them. In 
Chriſt all things are ours, 1 Cor. iii. 21. Many 


_ earthly things are properly and proximately in our 
power, many, though at a diſtance, ſerve us; the 


1un, moon and ſtars, yea, the angelic ſpirits, thoſe 
nobles of the court of heaven above, ſerve believers, 
Pfal. xxxiv. 7, Even penal gvils, through the my- 

erious guidance of divine providence, promote their 


good. They have the free _ lawful) uſe of all 


-terrene enjoyments, To 7 e pure all mom a are 
Pure, iz. 

3. Conformity to the ſon of God by a commu- 

nion of his prophetical, ſacerdotal, and regal dig- 
nity, Rev. i. 6. 
4. A fourth privilege of adoption, i is chriſtian li- 
'berty. A temporal ſon in a family hath a freedom 
above a ſervant ; Jeſus hath purchaſed a ſpiritual 
freedom for his children, at the coſt of his deareſt 
blood, Gal. v. I. which contains theſe things, 

(T. ) A freedom from the guilt of fin, obtained 
by juſtification, confirmed and applied by adoption, 

(2.) A freedom from the dominion wY: In, by ſancti- 
fication, Rom. iv. 14. | 

.) From the condemnation of the moral law, 
Gal. iii. 13. Chriſi hath redeemed us from the 95 


i of the law, being made à curſe for us, 


(4-) From the yoke of the ceremonial law, which 


# Was nailed to Chriſt's croſs. 


(5.) From human traditions and inflitutions in 


F Gods worſhip, Col. ii. 20, 21, 22. 


5. Another privilege is, the /þir7? of adoption, to 


* which: is oppoſed the /þir:t of bondage, Rom. viii, 
15. Now this 1 ſpirit of adoption hath a twofold-o- 


don. | (.. 0 To 
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(..) To aſcertain us of our . Hence it is 

ſaid, that the Spirit teſtifies with our ſpirit, or con- 
ſcience, that we are the ſons of God. And this the 
Spirit effeEtuates theſe three ways, (1.) By propo- 

. fing ſigns and marks of a gracious work, in the word. 
(2.) By working that work in the heart, (3.) By 
enabling the ſoul, by comparing both together, to 


diſcern it's gracicus ſlate, - rf 
Altho' Il falidly believe, that ordinarily © certi- 
* tudo argumentatione reflexioneque acquiritur, ** as 
one ſays, Aſſurance is acquired by argumentation 
and reflexion; and tho? Idoabhor the deluſory dreams 
of the enthuſiaſtic croud, who depend, as it were, upon 
auricular voices and immediate /þeeches from heaven, 
without duly attending to, and comparing them- 
ſelves with the written word: yet I conceive, that 
it is a bold and dangerous meddling, to limit the 
. power or days of omnipotence to men's narrow ima- 
ginations. In a word, I think what holy Ruzher- 
Jord, affectionate Ambroſe, and a thronging croud 
of other godly divines, that God doth perſuade ſome 
ſouls immediately, by the light of his Spirit work- 
ing upon their hearts a ſenſe of their intereſt in his 
love: but then they ought to, and will, try this 
by the written word, with it's effects, to know it's 
divine birth. We read of the /zaling of the Spirit, 
and ſure the /eal leaves it's ſignature. I know that 
ſome divines, of no ſmall figure, oppoſe this. I ſhall 
not aſſume the arrogance to tarniſh the character of 
thoſe great men; only, I would venture to ſay, 
that I believe many incline: to beat and write as 
it ſuits their own experience beſt. But not to inſiſt. 

( (2.) The ſecond operation of the Spirit is that 
by which he enables the children of God, to cry, 
with a filial boldneſs, Abba, Father, or, Father, Fa- 
ther, for ſo the word Abba fignifies in the Syriac, 
faith Mr, Pool. This ingemination plainly * 
N 6 he 
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the vehemence of believers affection to God, when 
"they are perſuaded of his love to them. A certain 
Ichool-man obſerves, that the 'Fews would not 
-< ſuffer their ſervants to call Father, ”” but God 

_ -Fuffers his children, in all their preſſures and diſi- 
culties, yea, in all their ſolemn approaches, to claim 
This filial relation to himſelf, - O never enough to 
be admired love ! well might the apoſtle, as in a- 
mae, cry out, Behold, cubat manner of ove is this ! 
6. A {ure title to the heavenly inheritance, with 
the firſt-fruits and earneſts of it here, are the bleſ- 
ſed privileges of adoption, Rom. viii. 17. And if 
children, then heirs, heirs of God, and joint heirs with 
Ze s Chriſt, They do inherit God himſelf ; their 
ther is ir full and final portion. A man 
©& leaves his ds what he has, (ſays Mr. Burkitt) 
“ but God leaves his heirs what he is. All his 
attributes are for their benefit ; his wiſdom is theirs, 
to guide them; his power, to protect and defend 
them; his mercy and love, to ſupport and refreſh 
them. Heirs with Chriſt : he is the heir of God, 
and believers in him. They are members of 
« Chriſt, (ſaith Mr. Burkitt) and ſhall be heirs 
« with him. In Jeſus they have obtained the 
Inheritance : by adoption they have alſo the ear- 
neſts of this inheritance, Eph. i. 13, 14. In whom 
alſo, after that ye believed, ye were ſealed with the 
holy Spirit of promiſe ; which is the earneſt of our 


g er gane, until the redemption of the pur chaſe op * 


Jeffion. © 

Thirdly. We advance now to the proſecution 

of the third thing propoſed, which was, to ſhow how 
exceedingly the love of God is diſplayed in adoption. 

Theſe four particulars demonſtrate this truth: 

1. The perſon adopting. 2. The perſons adopt- 
od, 3. The uripulire _ of 9 4. The 


ce of worm” 
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. The perſon adopting. Who is this? The 
great and glorious God, But for illuſtrationg let us 


paſlingly view theſe four properties ofthe bleſſed God. 


1 ) His Majeſty and divine glory. He is the King 
of ings, and Lord of lords, the ſovereign ruler 'of 
princes, that inacceſſible light which no man can 
approach unto, and live. The angels, thoſe winged 


feraphs of the court above, vail their faces before the 


dazzling, ſlender of his glory. Is not this the ſun 
which beautifies and illuminates the empyreal heavens, 
and delights all the ſous of Zion, that church of the 


fir /i-born, with perpetual and ſweet tranſports © 


Was creature breathing can ſufficiently deſcribe 


this glory? even a Aaſes muſt be hid in the rock, 


and diſcern only the darkeſt glances of it. The 
pſalmiſt, when he beheld through the liguid ether, 


the /arry heaven, and view'd the workmanſhip of 
the mighty God therein, P/al. viii. 3. he was juſtly 


ſeized with a rapture of amazement, and cries out, 
What is man that thou art mindful of him ? And 


can we not, ſhall we not wonder with him, that a 
God of ſuch auguſt and /erene Majefty, and trans- 


ſcendent glory, ſhould adopt ſuch as we are? O 

how marvyellouſly does the love of God ſhine in 

this adopting act ! 
(2.) His independency and ſovereignty. He is the 


independent and ſelf-exiſtent caſe all created be- 
ings 3 all things were treated by him, and without 


him ꝛuas not any thing made that is made. He could 
have made another ſpecies of creatures than man, 
declaratively to expreſs his praiſes : but he not on- 
ly made man happy in his primitive endowments, 


but when he had loſt himſelf, through grace adopts 


him into his family, ---- 


(3.) His alt- ene and 9 He has 
all things . the ny and oh is perfect 2//ence, 


an he is infinitely happy and bleſſed. * He 
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„ ftands in no more need of man, (faith one) than 
76 the ſuperior globes, of a fly, to roll them round 
. their reſpeCtive circles; or the maſſy earth of a 
"66. praſhopper to ſupport it; or the moon of an a- 
_<« tom to enlighten it. His eſſential and prime- 
val glory is ſtable, permanent and eternal, and can 
receive no additional perfections from the creatures, 
nor ſuffer any diminution by them. If Jehovah had 
expected any additional glory from his creatures, it 
muſt doubtleſs have ſullied and eclipſed the bright- 
neſs of his love. but ſeeing; there can be no ſuch 
thing, O how apparently, how ſweetly, how tran- 
1 does the divine affection ſhine-!------ 
(. 4.) His jaſtice and ſanctity. Angels and tri- 
umphing „ cry out, Holy, holy, holy Lord 
God of hoſts ! He charges his angels with folly. The 
 *owery heavens are not clean in his fight. Now, that 
"ſuch a holy, ſin- hating God ſhould adopt rebels in- 
to his family, how amazing ! how aſtoniſhing is it 
But we proceed to conſideerrr 
ble, 1 Cor. i. 26. Let us a little perpend theſe 
things relating to them. e . 


(.) Their Aailty. What is man but duſt and 
- aſhes, a worm, a moth, an atom? Fob xxv. 6. 
(. 2.) Inpotency. They can do nothing, either to 
merit, or ſuitably reguite ſuch adopting love; his beſt 
; 8 are corrupted, and of no advantage to 
©  (3:) Their poverty. They are by nature poor, 
Kev. iii. 17. they have neither food nor raiment, 
and in debt beſides. „„ eps a FLY 
(A.) Deformity. They are deformed by nature, 
and that not only privatively, by the want of beau- 
, but alſo poſitively, by the .n- wah of a ſpreading 
leproſy. The ſoul, in our apoſtate ſtate, as to it's 
Aualities, is not only void of it's priſtine beauty and 
TAE. 1200 e | Pri- 


2. The perſons adopted: not the great and no- 
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primeval glory, but alſo. filled with a hateful procli- 


vity to violate the commands of God. Is it not a- 
ſtoniſning, that the love of God ſhould terminate 
% 199 397 TR: aL, 
| . Rom. viii. 7. The carnal mind is en- 
mity againſt God The foul of man is naturally - 
as full of enmity againſt God, as a toad is of poi ſon. 
Sure, tis a wonder that God ſhould love ſuch ene 
mies ſo much, as to take them into his boſom, 
- 3, The impulſive cauſe of adoption is not any dig- 
nity or merit. in us, but the pure, incomprehenſible, 
and eternal /oveof God. What a wonder of love is this! 
4. As to the price of our adoption it was not 
purchaſed with ſilver or gold, but with the precious 
blood of the Son of God, as of a lamb without ſpot ;- 
not with a great fum of money, which the chief 


captain purchaſed his freedom with, As xxii. 18. 


nor with abundance of the foreſkins of the Phili- 
tines, whereby David purchaſed his ſon-ſhip from 
the king, 1 Sam. xviii. 27. no: the Son of God 
muſt deſcend from the boſom of his Father, and aſ- 
ſume the nature of man, and have his glory vailed 
in a mantle of fe/h, Feſus muſt be humbled and 
abaſed to the death, yea, muſt become a cur/e and 
fin for us, that we might obtain eternal bleſſedneſs. 
8 P 
USE I. This truth we have inſiſted on may 


— nd 


| ferve for an uſe of Admiratton. This ſeems to. be 


the uſe the apoſtle himſelf makes of it. It was meer 
condeſcenſion in Pharaoh's daughter to preferve 
Moſes, an innocent babe and a ftranger, from pe- 


riſhing by water: but, O how much greater kind- 


neſs was it in almighty God, - to. ſave guilty. wret- 
ched man from periſhing by eternal flames, and to 
take a rebel, into, his boſom | Did Abigail thus ex- 
cuſe herſelf, when but a refugee David propoſed 
marriage to her, that /be was not worthy to wafh po * 
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feet of the meangſt ſervant of her lord? Good Godt 1 
what may we ſay of God's taking ſinful man into 
his family, and giving him the e of his 
children? may we not ſay with the prodigal, Lord, 
we are not Ttoorthy to be called thy children 7 F rom 
what, to what, has God brought believers? from 
what a deep. degree of extreme miſery, to what a 
height of dignity and glory? O!] let us call to ad- 
miration our ſouls and all that is within us, at this 
blefſed love, this free and undeſerved love, this en- 
riching and everlaſting, love]! Did the angels won- 
der, when they brought the happy tidings of this. 
love to the world? did they look with admiration 
into theſe things? and will not our fouls ? Shall: 
Sheba's queen wonder at the ſplendor and order of 
Solomon's court, and ſhall not we wonder at the 
privileges here conferred? What! to be brought 
feet from darkneſs to light, from the baſeſt ſlave- 
ry to the moſt honourable liberty; from being heirs 
of hell, to be heirs of heaven ; from being children. 
of fatan to be children of God, to have familiarity: 
and child-like boldneſs with the higheſt. Wonder, 
O heavens ! and bi aſtoniſhed, O earth, at this | 
 _USE II. Of examination. If there be ſo many 
happy privileges annexed to ſon-fhip, we ſhould. 
examine ourſelves by the marks and ſigns of it. Some 
of which preceed adoption. Such as, 
oe E eftual calling. (.) Have we heard and o- 
ig calls by his word and Spirit? (2.) Are 
we 8 from ſin to God? John iii. 5, 6. (3.) 
Have we received Fejus as Bet is eres, by a lively. 
Raith? Jahn i. 12. | 
2. Some are concomitants of adoption, and ſome 
follow after it. As (1.) Child-lihe love. (2.) Child 
like fear and reverence to God, as a father, Mal. 
1. 6. A ſon honoureth his father, and a ſervant bis 
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raternal affefiton to all the faithful, as being chil- 
dren of the ſame father: x John v. 1. Every one 


that loveth him that begat, loveth him alſo that is be- 


gotten of him, Yea even love to perſonal enemies, 
Adatth. v. 45. (5.) Child-like obedience, whereby 
we aſpire after the image of God, Acts xxvii. 23. 
and his gracious preſence, Pſal. xvi. 8. 2 
USE III. Of comfort to the children of God, 
Look to the great privileges God has given you by 
adoption. (1.) Your name is changed. You have 
the new name, and the hidden manna. (2.) You are 
advanced to honourable relations. God is your fa- 
ther, and Chriſt your elder brother and huſband. (3.) 
You are through grace, brought to a happy ſtate, 


born of God, made partakers of the divine nature, 
made kings and prieſts to God, Rev. i. 6. Privatively, 


ye are freed from the guilt and power of ſin. Po- 
ſitively, ye are made partakers of all things, 1 Cor. 
il. 21. All things ſhall work for your good, Rom. 
viii. 28, God hath a fatherly care over your ſouls, 
he bleſfeth you with all ſpiritual bleſſings, he will 
not let fin rule over you, yea, he bears your offen- 


ces as a father his child, Mal. iii. 17. He will com- 


Fort you in your ſtraits, inſtruct you in your doubts, 
and ſupport you in your weakneſſes. As to your bo- 
dies, your bread and your water is he that 
hears the ravens, and clothes the lillies, will not be 
deaf to your cries, If the Lord afflicts you, he doth. 
it not willingly from his heart, but as a tender fa--. 
ther, that you may not periſh with the world, who 
are fed for the ſlaughter, and whoſe tables are their 


ſnares. He pities his lambs. in affliction, and hears 


their ſighs and groans. P/al. ciii. 13. Like as a- 
ther pitieth his children, ſo the Lord pitteth them 


_ That fear him. He gives you an intereſt in a crown 


that ſhall neyer fade away, May not then IH 
e 1 . e — 


a futher, crying, Abba, Father, Rom. viii. 15, (4.) 


120 roms worry ibs 
children of God rejoice i in their bleſſed * bounti- 
ful Lord? 

"US-E IV. Of terror to all fab as are not the u- 
dopted ſons of God, but the ſons of Belial, 
But who are "theſe ? | x 

1. You that never have been effetually called. 
from # 2, nor throughly convinced of the vileneſs 
of it: tho” it may be you have heard the word of 
God often, yet it hath not to this day been as a 
rwo-edged ſword to you, 

2. You who have never had your hearts opened. 
10 receive Jeſus, and who have no communion with 
the father, through him : for, 23 the apoſtle of 
the children of God, 1 fohn i. 3. Truly our fel- 
lowfhip is with the Father, aud with his Son 2 
Chrift. | 
3. All you that are openly profant, of what ſort 
or denomination ſoever. | 
43. All you Gallios. The time is coming when | 
you ſhall be ſpued out of the mouth of God. Sure, 
the miſery of ſuch men, without repentance, will 
be exceeding great in the day of God's power ; for, 
it they remain ſuch, they ſhall be everlaſtingly e- 
cluded fromall the forementioned benefits, and be made 
Hoſſeſſors of contrary miſeries. Inſtead of love, ye 
ſhall have Hatred; inſtead of ſinging with angels, 
ye muſt take up with the /oul-tormenting embraces 
of grieſy flames, and howlings everlaſtingly with 
thoſe that periſh ; as ye ſhall not enjoy the pre- 
ſence of. God, ſo ye ſhall be ſent away with a curſe, 
- Depart from me ye curſed, into everlaſting fire pro- 
pared. for the devil and his angels. O that ſuch 
would awake and ſeek for help, while dae is 
tendred in the goſpel! 

USE V. Of exhortation. O let us ſeek to ob- 
tain: this bleſſed privilege and dignity, adoption. 


. It is poſſible, probable, yea, it may be certainly. 
attained 
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attalned, according to God's firm and flable pro- 


miſe, 1 Cor. vi. 17. 2 i. 12. and the experience | 


of God's children. 
2. The mean to attain it is plainly preſcribed, 


. which is both rational and ealy, to receive Chritt 


5 faith, John i inn 
It'i is an honourable privileg ents 
4. It is a Profitable privilege. How great * ths 


5 of thoſe who have the ſhines of the face 


and his perpetual protection. 
ge IE! is a neceſſary privilege, univerſally and EY 
folutely neceſſary; without it, we muſt be miſe, 


ray in time, and in eternity. Does it not then 


high e deſerve our pains to obtain it? 
I conclude with a few directions. And, 


1 To the people of God that want the ſenſe of 
this mercy. . Some things are to be avoided, and 


ſome things are to be done. 

As to the things that are to be avoided; ( 1 Be- 
ware of groſs ſins againſt the light of your minds 3 
2 1 is engaged to correct his wandring chil- 

"Thoſe fins grieve the Spirit, and hinder his 
Fe i rg ; thoſe fins bring ſpiritual deſertions, 
and cauſe us to mourn with David, Pfal: li. 2.) 
Beware of the neglect of ſecret prayer. (3.) Beware 
of {loth. (4.) Of pride. 

Now, that which is to. be performed is, (r. » 
The exerciſe of faith on Jeſus ; that being united 
to him, by the help of union with him, we may 
obtain ſon-ſhip. And to this end, we mult uſe all 
the means that increaſe faith; ſuch as the word, 
prayer, the ſacraments, and ſpiritual. conference. 


 (2.) The exerciſe of repentance for fins of infirmi- 


ty. (3.) Leſſen not the work of the Spirit within 


you ; but be thankful for the ſmalleſt diſcoveries of 


your father's face. But, 
2. To thoſe that have obtained the ſenſe of this 
F | bleſſed 
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bleſſed privilege. (1.) Exerciſe child- like fear, love 
and zeal ſor your Fathers honour. Let. loue be the 

ring of all your performances. - (2.) Submit to 
your Father's will. and pleaſure. | 1. To his pre- 
(eptive will : let a child's obedience run through 
all the veins of your whole conver/atian. 2. To his 
providential will: learn in very ſiate, therewith to 
be content ſubmit to your Father's chaſtning.: Hs 
with reverence his ſacred rod. Tho there be frotuns 
in his face, yet there is love in his heart. (3.) Con- 
de and truſt in his fatherly care, for he careth for 
70. (4.) Love and help the children of God, as 

being children of the fame Father. _. 

Nov, upon the faithful and perſevering perfor- 
mance of theſe, and the other neceſſary duties, God 
in his own bleſſed time, will help you to the full 
- . fenſe of that your ſouls. longs for, viz. your adopti- 
on : fo that, working out pour ſalvation with fear 
and trembling, you will at laſt be received with a 
Mell done, good and faithful ſervants, and enter thoſe. 
| ö triumphant regions, where ſinging eternal reguiems 
1 will be your everlaſting or; conſtantly admiring, 
_ 8 with the glorified ſaints, the amazing love that 
| brought you there, and will have juſt occaſion to 
4 ſay with the apoſtle in our text, Behold, what man- 
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41} ner A love the Father hath beſtowed upon us, that wa 
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12 Ji Publi- a, Prich One Shilling iich, | 
I, A -Journal” of a Voyage from e to 


4 Philadelphia, and from Philadelphia” to 


England, 1740. By W*lliam Seward, Gent. Com- 


panion in Travel with the Reverend Mr. George 


Whitefield. I count all Things but Loſs for the Ex. 


cellency' of the Knowledge of Chriſt 5 71 s my Lord 


do count them but. 
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NMB. The following Books 1 or recom- 


mended in the Revd. Mr. J#/h:tefeld's and Mr. 
Seruard's Journals, and fold by F. Oſiuald. 


(Juli Publiſs d, Price One Shilling,” The third 
Fuition 2 
n. Obſervations upon the Conduct of the Cler- 


a9  ſhewing't that the! Church of Pugland, proper 


ly fo called, is not now exiſting.” With an E 
towards a real A e E fabliſbment.. By” Robert 
Seagrave, 

III. Hahburton- s Life, and Mr. TraiPs Sermons, 

c IV. Erſtine's Sermons and Goſpel Sonnets; 

V. "Jenks on Submiſſion to the Righteouſpess' of 


God Price 1 s. 6 d. 


VI. A Collection of Sermons preached by Six 
Miniſters at Berty -/treet; In two Volumes, Oa- 
Price 10:5; + The Second Edition, © 
VII. The Redeemer and Sanctifier; or, 1 K. 
pais Creed recited and oppoſed. The Second 


dition. Price 1 5. 6 d. 8 
8 "Nm 2818 and Neri By * Watts Price 
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Fus Publiſh 4. 

XI. The Revd: Mr. Joly Fl Flaugt's Works. 10 
e Folio, New Edition. 
Tp Likewiſe, Mr, Blair's Sermons. in Four 

Vo: lumes, Ocavs.. The Second dition. 
XIII. 1 Reflexions and Occafional Medi- 
Aden together with ſome Eſſays, moral and di- 
By Henry Scougal, S. T. F. Author of The 
Li e BY God in the Soul of Man. To which is 


Prone, A particular Account of the Author s Life. 
. A 7 4 grand on the Four Eyang geliſts. 


3 Guyſe, 
FA 7 — the Anceſtors of her Royal 
Highneſs Auguſta Princeſs of Males. Price 1 5. 

XVI. Twenty eight Sermons, by the Rev. Mr. 
Wilkam Netcutt, 2 Vol. Price 5 . 

XVII. Select Contemplations and Meditations. 
To which are added Divine e With ſome 
Reflexions upon the happy State of Saints, in;He 
ven, and our Miſer here, in this State of 
Mortality, With ry while her upon Death and 
Judgment. Wrote by a young Lady in her Re- 

tirement and in the Time of her laſt Sickneſs. 

XVIII. Vouth's Monitor, in Six Sermons to 


Young, People. By the Rev. F. Guyſe, D. D. 


Price 1 5. 6 

XIX. A compleat Concordance to; the Holy 
Scriptures of the Old and New. Teſtament, alſo to 
the Books called Apocrypha. By A. Cruden, ] 

XX. The Hiſtory of Popery in all the Branches 
of it, By ſeveral Gentlemen, In two Vols. 4to. 


N. B. PRoP.osAL 8. With. a. Specimens pulli d. 
Nr. Printing A Second Volume of the Keverend 
Mel. ERSEKINEs Sermons, 
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